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ANNOTATIONS ON JOB

Augustine did not here indicate the date of
the following little work, except by the series of
the Retractationes itself, in which he assigned
this little work a place among the books com-
posed around the year 400, and he reviewed it
sometime before the work Against the Letters of
Petilian, which, with Anastasius sitting on the
Roman throne, was written, according to book 2,
chapter 51, and therefore not later than the year
402.

And his works were great upon the earth: be-
cause he worked from those works themselves.
They held a feast daily, until their number was
completed. It is a sign of charity. And he offered
victims for them, according to their number. Itis
to be understood that particular confessions are
one thing, like individual victims; but the sacri-
fice for all and for all sins is another, which he
signifies by saying: 'Lest perhaps my sons have
sinned, and cursed God in their hearts.' It is well
added, 'Lest perhaps'; because he suspected that
they had cursed in their heart. And behold, the
Angels of God came to stand before God. The
soul's inclination towards the truth could not be
narrated otherwise, unless it were told in a cer-
tain temporal and local manner. And indeed the
devil came with them. Whether it was said 'with
them' because he could not hear except through
them. And the Lord said to the devil: Whence do
you come? The comparison of a past action with
that from which one is permitted to do some-
thing thereafter, is the answer to the question:
but the question itself is a divine power, in which
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one is not permitted to do as one pleases. For in
the thoughts of the wicked there will be an inter-
rogation (Wisdom 1:9), to manifest him to us. But
put forth thy hand, and touch all that he has: give
power. If he does not bless you to your face. A sus-
pended phrase, thatis, 'If he does not bless you to
your face when his possessions are touched,' as
if it were implied, 'what do you command?' And
the devil departed from the face of the Lord: from
consultation to action. And the enemies came
and took them. According to that passage, "Who
now works in the children of unbelief' (Ephesians
2:2), he also stirred up these. But it should be
noted how he had power over men and over the
elements, but nevertheless, given by God. Naked
I came out of my mother's womb. It should be
noted how consolingly he speaks, although he
mourned according to custom.

Behold, I deliver him to you; only preserve his
soul: lest he should presume to be able to take
his life. And he took a potsherd for himself, to
scrape the pus. Through the passion of the Lord,
it signifies that the sins of those who confess are
scraped away.

[Job 3] And the night in which they said, A
man is conceived. Certain higher powers, who
were able to know this. Let that night be dark-
ness: lest he now suffer what he has suffered.
Let that night be darkness; that is, let it be for
oblivion. Nor let the Lord from above seek it. Let
itnotbe restored through immortality; that s, let
mortality perish. Nor let light come upon it: the
light of memory. Butlet darkness and the shadow
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of death receive it: this life, which is a shadow
of future punishment; so that the meaning is,
let the Just One, who is light, not see it, but
let darkness—that is, sinners and carnal tribula-
tions concerning this life—[receive it]. And let
them troubleit, as the bitternesses of the day: the
precepts of a good life, or the day of judgment, by
which carnal men are disturbed. And let darkness
receive thatnight: perpetual [darkness]. Letitnot
be in the days of the year: among the just and
spiritual who enjoy the sun, and are greater. But
let that night be sorrow: because it causes sorrow
to those who love it. Nor let it be numbered in the
days of the months. The just in the Church, on
account of the moon as a lesser light: to whom it
is said, 'And I, brethren, could not speak to you as
to spiritual men' (1 Cor. 3:1); so that Paul himself
would be of the days of the year. But let him who
curses that day curse it: the Lord, who will curse
those who love carnal things. Let the stars of that
night be darkened: those eminent in sins. Let it
remain, and not come into the light. Because they
will not be converted, he says through prophecy.
Because it did not shut the gates of my mother's
womb: the earthly city, which Babylon signifies.
For the gates would be shut, if the sinner were
not praised in the desires of his soul (Psalm
9:24). Why did I not die in the womb? before I
should stand out to you through some action. For
being conceived pertains to hope. I came from
the womb, and did not perish at once? Therefore,
the figure of him who had been hardened in
such concupiscences is to be understood in these
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words. And why did the knees receive me: that
I might be confirmed there? Why did I suck the
breasts? doctrines nourishing unto wickedness.
For now, sleeping, I would be at rest: by dying to
this world. With the honored kings of the earth:
in the Church. Who gloried in swords. Whence
it is said, 'And the sword of the spirit, which is
the word of God' (Eph. 6:17). Or with princes,
who had much gold: wisdom. Who filled their
houses with silver: with the eloquence of the
Lord. Or as an abortion cast from the mother's
womb: so that it never stood out. Or as infants
who have not seen the light: they did not attain
to any nobility. There the wicked have laid aside
their fury: in death from this world. There the
weary in body have rested: either weary in body
but not in spirit, or having reached the end of
corporal things. They have not heard the voice of
the taskmaster. From this comes, 'The judge will
hand you over to the officer' (Luke 12:58); that is,
that their sins have been forgiven them: for he
was speaking of the wicked. The small and the
great are there. I think this is well understood as
said of one, according to that which says 'he who
humbles himself will be exalted' (Luke 14:11). And
the servant not fearing his Lord. Either according
to that, 'Do you wish not to fear authority? Do
good' (Rom. 13:3); or according to that, 'Perfect
love casts out fear' (1 John 4:18). For why is light
given to those who are in bitterness? The honor
of sinners. And life to souls that are in sorrows?
In the matter of sorrows, that is, in sins. Who
long for death, and it does not befall them: the
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attainment of the fruit of sin. Death is a rest for
the man whose life is hidden: either because it is
before God or because it is known to few. But this
is now to be understood of that death by which
we die to the world. For in that other death there
is no rest. For God has shut him in: by not giving
him over to the desires of his heart. For before
my meals my groaning is present: tribulations
precede the joy of the foods of God. And I weep,
constrained by fear: seeing that I cannot avoid
what I have feared. For the fear which I feared has
come upon me: adversities which come from the
mercy of God for correction. Neither in peace, nor
in silence, nor in rest. For the things for which he
feared were false. For wrath has come upon me;
a vengeance, according to which the just man is
scarcely saved (1 Pet. 4:18).

## [Job IV] The Words of Eliphaz. But who will
bear the weight of your words? Here, therefore, he
says he is compelled to speak, because he cannot
bear his sayings. Is not your fear foolish? For you
ought to have been prepared for these things, if
you were truly persuading others. Nor did you
fear such things well; since you said, 'For the fear
which I feared has come upon me' (Job 3:25). And
your hope and the simplicity of your life are like
foolishness, by which these things are thought to
be good.

The roaring of the lion and the voice of the
lioness: the devil himself, and the city of pride,
which is also often depicted by the Prophets in
the manner of a beast. And the joy of the dragons
is extinguished: of the proud and the insidious.
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The ant-lion perished because it had no food.
Because in the end there will be none whom it
may entice and devour. For the pious will be sep-
arated from the impious. Here, however, he errs,
in that he understood of Job those things which
he had heard prophesied of the devil. But the ant-
lion (myrmicoleon) is to be understood either
because both natures are in it, since it both seizes
and secretly pursues the grains, which, with a
watchful eye, it prevents from sprouting; or be-
cause it rules over the avaricious and those who
treasure up on earth; or because it persecutes the
just, like ants preparing food for themselves in
summer for the winter, on which it will not feed
when the good have been separated from the
impious.

And the lion's whelps are scattered from one
another. The conspiracy of the princes of that city
is dissipated, who were born of that city of society
and the devil; or because they have laid waste
to one another. Hence it is said, 'Nation will rise
against nation' (Mark 13:8).

None of these things would have happened to
you: neither those losses and bereavement and
the plague of your wound; nor would grief of soul
have penetrated you, because you would have
consoled yourself, if you had said to others from
the heart, 'Does not my ear receive magnificent
things from him?' Because these things which he
says, he claims to say from a revelation.

And a spirit passed before my face. He wants it
to be understood that he sensed something like a
breath: for in the following words he denies that

8



ANNOTATIONS ON JOB

there was a form. It should be remembered that
the Spirit also descended upon the Apostles in
this way.

What then? Shall a man be clean before the
Lord? Either he says that he heard these things;
or he says that he shuddered for this reason, be-
cause no one is clean before the Lord; or that he
saw thus because no one is so clean before God
as to see God as He is. Now, 'clean’' is to be taken
according to perfection, so that what he denies
above—that a clean man perishes—we may un-
derstand in a certain way.

If he does not trust his servants. Which hap-
pened when Elijah said, 'Lord, they have killed
your prophets,’ and He says to him, 'T have left
for myself seven thousand men' (1 Kings 19:14,
18). For from that, the seven thousand men were
not yet clean. For both prophets have been called
angels.

And against his Angels he found some perver-
sity. Either what is said against them, or what
they themselves say. However, this can also be
understood of true Angels.

But those who dwell in houses of clay: whose
conversation is not in heaven.

He struck them like a moth. Either some cor-
ruption struck them like a moth, or God struck
them: either with this moth, or as a moth strikes,
that is, secretly and intrinsically, with a corrup-
tion arising from themselves through carnal con-
cupiscences, that is, from dwelling in houses of
clay.
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And from morning to evening they are no
more. Either they do not exist beyond this age, or
they pass from prosperous things to tribulation:
for they have received their punishment.

Because they could not help themselves, they
perished: since they have hope in themselves.

They perished because they had no wisdom:
that of not hoping in themselves.

[Job 5] Call now, if there is any that will
answer thee. For a response is given to those
who are clean before God. For wrath killeth the
foolish man: that is, the indignation by which
one is tormented, as if something had befallen
him unjustly, while he does not consider that he
is so unclean before God that the Angels would
not deign to answer or show themselves to him
when he calls. For he who does not consider this
is foolish, and is killed by an irrational wrath. Or
for this reason the foolish man cannot hear or
see the Angels, because he is destroyed by wrath
and slain by zeal. But zeal slays the one who errs:
that is, to imitate sinners. But I have seen the
foolish taking root. "Foolish" is now to be under-
stood as "impious," so that, on the contrary, the
wisdom of man may be piety, as is said in the fol-
lowing passages. And may they be crushed at the
gates of the weak: that is, of the humble, when
they have been received into the chamber by the
bridegroom, and the foolish have remained out-
side (Matthew 25)? For what they have gathered,
the just will eat. And this can be understood
of the Jews, who gathered the prophecies which
the Gentiles rather consumed; and of those who,
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by their actions, consume what others command
but do not do. But they themselves will not be
delivered from evils: although they preach that
they should not be done. Let their strength be
drained away: by which they are proud against
the weak. But let it be drained away, so that
he may now begin to labor. For labor will not
come forth from the earth: that is, let them not
complain of the creature, but of themselves. But
man is born to labor. It is said "is born" in the
sense that each one is converted from a quiet life
to a laborious one. But the young of the vulture
fly very high. The vulture is well understood as
the Lord, because from the height of prophecy
He saw our mortality, by which, descending, He
would be fed, converting us into His own body.
Therefore, the young of the vulture are called the
sons of the bridegroom: flying very high, having
their conversation in heaven (Philippians 3:20),
so that they may be freed from the labor into
which man is born. For they have followed the
voice of Him who says, "Come to me, all you who
labor" (Matthew 11:28). The young of the vulture
can also be understood in a negative sense as the
powers of the air, which are fed by deaths, that
is, by sins. Since such transgressing angels have
not been brought to the very laborious humility
of mortality, into which man is born, they are
very proud, that is, they fly very high. Who gives
rain upon the face of the earth: as if showing
mercy to those who confess. So that their hands
do not accomplish the truth. They do not do
what they promise, threatening to dominate the
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weak. In the daytime darkness shall come upon
them: as with the Jews, who did not know who
the Lord was. Or they shall grope at noonday as
in the night: just as those who, seeing signs, still
doubt, saying, "He is a prophet," and others, "He
deceives the people" (John 7:40, 12): when they
were unwilling to see even by lamplight. And
they perish in war: in temptations. And the weak
escapes from the hand of the mighty: of the devil.
But let the weak have hope. For the strong seek
their reward here. But blessed is the man whom
the Lord corrects. For in this he errs, because
it seems to Job that he suffers these things for
his iniquities, when for this very reason he is
blessed, because when he is corrected in this life,
he has the possibility of amendment. And in the
seventh, evil shall not touch thee. The sacrament
of the Sabbath. In famine he shall deliver thee
from death. For He nourishes with the Word,
and makes one firm against temptations. And in
battle he shall deliver thee from the hand of the
sword: from the power of bonds. He shall hide
thee from the scourge of the tongue: so that you
may not feel the insults, not so that you may not
suffer them. Thou shalt laugh at the unjust and
the wicked: as wisdom will laugh at the destruc-
tion of the wicked (Proverbs 1:26). And thou shalt
not be afraid of the fierce beasts: that is, you will
not fear the Jews; because the Gentiles will obey
you. But these things are to be understood of the
Lord. Eliphaz errs here, because he thinks that
the things revealed to him are to be understood
of Job, when the whole applies to the Lord. For
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thou shalt have a covenant with the stones of the
field. The stones of the field, because among the
Gentiles there was no ordinance of the Law, so
that they were like stones from a building. For the
wild beasts shall be at peace with thee. Whether
of the Jews, or of the Gentiles. Then thou shalt
know that thy house shall be in peace: that is,
the Church. And thy children shall be as all the
grass of the field: without dryness. And thou shalt
come to the grave like ripe grain: after the pas-
sion. Behold, we have searched these things out.
Here the authority of this prophecy is confirmed.
But you, know yourself, what you have done.
For not unjustly has God allowed these things to
happen to you.

But as it seems, the words are evil. For
Job's words are not about impatience with his
scourges, since they signify a sorrow, not peculiar
to Job, but one which he had for the entire human
race. For the arrows of the Lord are in my body.
The words of God, by which the soul is transfixed
whenitis forced to confession. Whose fury drinks
my blood. For they take away sin. For when I
begin to speak, they spur me on. For what I
speak, they compel. For what? Will the wild ass
cry out in vain, unless seeking food? so that he
suffers hunger from this, because he wished to be
free. Or will the ox low when it has fodder in its
manger? Food is prepared for the ass by the labor
of the ox, just as for the Gentiles by the labor
of the Prophets and Apostles, who were indeed
Jews. Therefore, these are the words of one desir-
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ing food, that is, help, not of one impatient with
suffering.

Can bread be eaten without salt? As if it were
said to him, "Why do you say these things in
figures?" he responds that if he were to say them
from his own person, they would be tasteless. Or
is there any flavor in empty speeches? He calls
the speeches of men empty; because the bread
is the words of God, but the heavenly bread.
Thus my soul cannot cease either. Just as bread
cannot be eaten without salt, so now I offer my
service to the word of God; on account of that
which is written, "How shall they hear without
a preacher?" (Rom. 10:14). For I see my foods as
foul, like the odor of a lion. For my words are foul
like a lion: either because of pride, through which
they might think themselves boastful; or because
those who embrace carnal things have the stench
of a lion, who rejoice in their own words.

That which He might grant, and may my
request come. He says "request,” the thing which
he was asking for. And may the Lord grant my
hope. For thus, being confident on account of the
hope of consolation to come after tribulation, he
is fittingly tempted. But he rightly says "hope";
because when the thing itself has come, tempta-
tion will no longer be necessary. Let the city be
a sepulcher for me, over whose walls I used to
leap. He wishes that society of Babylon to be a
sepulcher for him: not that it might overwhelm
him, but that he might know that it covers the
dead, whoever may be in it, in whose supposed
foundation and defense he took pride.
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I will not spare. For I have notlied: they are the
holy words of my God. Because he said nothing
other than what he heard from God. That is, of
one prophesying generally about man, that he is
in need of help in confession. For what is my
strength, that I should endure? Which his wound
signified. Or whatis my time, that my soul should
hold out? Because with death imminent, men
are terrified, so that they may be converted and
confess to God the rottenness of their sins, by the
consideration of which he says he is compelled to
confession.

Is my strength the strength of stones? He
means those who are hard and impenetrable to
the darts of God's words, who are not moved to
confess. Or did I not trust in Him, when it was
well with me: that is, when I was immortal in
the image of God. But help has departed from
me. Having become mortal, wishing to trust
in myself. And the visitation of the Lord has
despised me. According to what is said, "Or the
son of man, that thou visitest him" (Ps. 8:5). My
kinsmen have not regarded me. I have become a
horror to the Angels. Like a failing torrent. For
mercy once inundated me; and I have dried up,
and I was not a fountain for myself. Or they have
passed over me like a flood: as if the consolations
were a drink. Those who feared me have now
rushed upon me: the devil with his angels. I have
perished, and have been made an exile from my
house: either from the heavenly dwelling, or from
my conscience. For that reason he was sitting
outside, away from his house. Behold the ways of
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the Temanites, consider the paths of the Sabeans.
He signifies those who trust in temporal things,
from which he says that he—that is, the man
whom he signifies—does not presume. But now
you also have risen up against me without mercy:
thinking that the blessedness of men consists in
abounding in carnal things. Because they were
insulting, rather than sympathizing. But seeing
my wound, be afraid. Understanding what it
signifies, fear the future punishments. For what?
Have I asked anything of you? Or do I need your
strength? Because he is weak before Him who can
save him.

Teach me, and I will be silent. For they ought
to have been patient for his teaching, because
they themselves could not teach him. But, as I
see, you speak the small words of a true man. He
calls him a true man who signifies the person of
one doing penance, by conversion to God, whose
small words they were speaking. For I do not ask
for help from you. For a true man asks for help
from God. For heis true who confesses. Henceitis
said, "He who does the truth, comes to the light"
(John 3:21). For I will not endure the elocution
of your speech. For he said that he endures the
speech of God, by which he may be instructed.

Nevertheless, you have rushed upon an or-
phan. As far as it pertains to you, you wished
to insult me, although you did not understand
what it signifies. Because they ought not to have
insulted even the Job whom they saw; therefore,
"Nevertheless." Now therefore, looking on, at-
tend to me: having nothing that you might teach
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me. And again, be present for justice. Because at
first they seemed to themselves to be compelled
by justice to speak. For there is no iniquity in my
mouth; and did not my jaws meditate wisdom?
He says that he did not accuse God, but intro-
duced man accusing his own iniquities, as his
speech was understood above. This he calls the
meditation of wisdom.

Is not the life of man upon earth a temptation?
Here he now shows more openly from whose
meaning he was speaking above. Indeed, he calls
it a temptation as if it were an arena of conflict,
where a man either conquers or is conquered.

And his life is like that of a daily hireling: one
who expects a temporal wage, so that the life of
those who await the future fruit of their justice is
not upon the earth.

Or like a servant fearing his master, and hav-
ing attained a shadow. This is signified by the
hiding of Adam from the face of the Lord, and the
covering of leaves from which a shadow is made,
which man obtained after abandoning God.

Or like a hireling who awaits the wage for his
work. This one differs from the former in this:
that the former had, whereas this one desires,
temporal things themselves.

So I too have expected vain months. He now
said 'vain' in reference to the shadow, that is,
temporal goods.

And nights of sorrow have been given to me: in
which both the light of wisdom is lost, and there
is material for punishments.
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If I lie down to sleep, I say, 'When will it be
day?' andif I rise, again, 'When will it be evening?"
When a man suffers the desire for business in his
leisure, and for leisure in his business.

Butlam filled with sorrows from evening until
morning: by which he has fallen away from God.
Whence also God, walking in the evening, dis-
missed them (Gen. 3:7-8): which signifies those
who are sorrowful, for whom there is no expecta-
tion of remedy, except in the morning. Of which
it is said, 'In the morning I will stand before
you' (Ps. 5:5); that is, when in the morning after
the judgment God will be revealed to the just.
Whence also the Lord is buried in the evening,
and rises in the morning (John 19 and 20). There-
fore, he can compare this life to the morning star.

And my body is covered with the rottenness
of worms: with a multitude of worms. I pour out
upon the clods of the earth, scraping the pus.

An expression of the desires or cares of con-
fession, in which the iniquitous rejoice; because
they reduce to an occasion for sinning what oth-
ers confess through penance: whence they are the
dogs who licked the sores of Lazarus (Luke 16:21).

And my life is slighter than my speech. For I do
less than I speak.

Remember therefore that my life is spirit: that
is, in spiritual hunger. And I will not return to
visible things.

The eye of him who sees me will not know me:
because I will be changed; so that here we may
understand 'him who sees' as the envious devil.
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Your eyes are upon me, and I do not subsist.
For you kill in me the carnal life in which it was.

As a cloud purged from heaven: or purged by
heaven; as we say 'purged of iron": so that here
it may have signified that help was given to him
from heaven, that he might be purged: or cer-
tainly so thatitisnolonger a cloud, butis thinned
into pure air, as if purged by the rays of the sun,
so that the obscurity of flesh and blood may not
be in heaven. For flesh and blood will not possess
the kingdom of God, when this corruptible has
putonincorruption, and death will be swallowed
up in victory (1 Cor. 15:50, 53-54).

For if a man goes down to the underworld, he
will not ascend again. Therefore, remember this,
so that you may not descend.

And he will not return again to his house: that
is, to his rest.

Therefore I also will not spare my mouth: by
confessing, when it is time.

Am I the sea, or a dragon? For you have not
repulsed me as you did the impious or the devil.

Because you have set a guard over me: so that
I may not be moved to disturbance, as are the
boundaries of the sea.

Because I said, 'My bed will console me": car-
nal things, in which he was resting. And I will
bring back consolation to myself on my couch.
For to you I ought to refer my consolation.

You terrify me through dreams, and you stu-
pefy me through visions: through the tribulations
of thislife, which are dreamsin the same way that
the good things of this life are also dreams.
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You will release my soul from my spirit: on ac-
count of the visible terrors, from which the soul,
fearing to come to them, will be freed.

And I have pushed my bones back from death.
For my bones would have gone into death, had I
not, terrified by these things, been stronger and
more patient, which is the firmness of bones.

For I will not live forever, that I should bear
it patiently. By the brevity of life, and by the fear
of death, I have corrected myself. Whence the
devil is inconvertible, because he does not die,
but is damned. The beginning of wisdom is fear
(Ecclus. 1:16), hence it is.

Depart from me; for my life is vain: because I
cannot bear temptations.

Or because you have directed your sense
toward him: on account of which he is rational.
Whence that saying, 'But we have the mind of
the Lord' (1 Cor. 2:16). Indeed, he calls the gift of
reason the extension of the intellect.

And in rest you will judge him: worthy of rest.

How long will you not let me go? bound by
tribulations. Nor leave me, until I swallow my
spittle? thatin sorrow and scourges I may contain
and absorb the flow of pleasures, admonished by
tribulations.

If T have sinned, what can I do to you? The
meaning hereis, If [ have sinned, I can do nothing
toyou. Or perhaps are men troublesome to you by
speaking? You therefore who know the meaning,
why have you established man, that he should
speak against you, that he should be a burden
to you? But if the sin of man harms you neither

20



ANNOTATIONS ON JOB

in deed nor in word, why do you not forget his
sin, but rather purge it; unless it is because those
things which were said above are referred to your
goodness?

For what is man, that you have exalted him?
His friends, not understanding these things,
thought that God was being reproached by him.

For if you do not bring temptations upon me
for this reason, that I may restrain my flowing
movements, so that you may thus take counsel
for me; what other cause is there that you should
correct man? For he cannot harm you because he
sins; nor do you feel, as it were, an opposition
in his speech, since you know the human mind,
and you could certainly not have established that
which is opposed to you.

And why have you not forgotten my iniquity:
if not for the reason that these temptations might
be profitable to me, so that the whole is of your
goodness, even that you correct me?

But now I will go into the earth. For although
you purge my sin, it still remains for me to go into
the earth through bodily death.

For I will awake, and I will be no more: on this
earth.

[Ibid. VIIL.] The words of Bildad the Shuhite.
He has delivered them into the hand of their
iniquity. "He delivered into the hand" means He
showed them to be debtors—that is, sinners—
either in vengeance or by reckoning. And He will
restore to you the life of justice: that which is
owed to justice, that is, a blessed life. And your
former things will be very small: in comparison
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with the latter things, which will be infinite. Or
will not these teach you, and tell you? Because
the authority of some is greater. Now here also,
about to speak of Christ, he narrates things he has
heard, just as Eliphaz narrated a revelation. Can
the rush grow green without water? So therefore,
the impious will also wither without the mercy
of God. It is still in its root, and will not be cut: if
it does not have water. Before every herb drinks,
does it not wither? unless it drinks: for the impi-
ous person has never been green. And his tent
will be filled with spiders' webs: useless works.
Now indeed, he seems to speak of the Jews and
the Lord. And if he props up his house, it will not
stand: either with the holy Scriptures, or with the
hope of the Lord's promise, or the kingdom itself.
And when he begins, he will not remain: to follow
God; which happened to the Jews, who, having
begun, did not follow through. For he is moist
before the sun: rotting with the flux of carnal
things. But "before the sun" means under tribu-
lations, so that "before" (ante) signifies "under"”
(sub), as when we say, "Do it before me." And
from his rottenness his shoot will ascend. For
unless they were so evil, the Lord, who was born
of them according to the flesh (Rom. 9:5), would
not be exalted through the passion. He sleeps in
heaps of stones. For the great ones will crucify
him. And he will live in the midst of small stones:
of the humble, of whom the Apostles were. If heis
swallowed up, the place will deny him. If he hides
that he is the Son of God, it will be said that he s
not the Son of God. It is necessary, therefore, that
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he reveal himself; for in this place divine things
cannot be known. But another will sprout from
the earth: either the Lord by resurrecting, or an-
other kind of pious people, thatis, Christians. For
the Lord will not test the innocent. Or, will he not
reject? Or that, "He will not approve the impious
as innocent"? Nor any gift: that is, the sacrifices
which the Jews had. But he will fill the mouth of
the truthful with laughter: of those who confess.
And the tent of the impious will not remain:
either the temple itself, or the kingdom.

[Job 9] The words of Job. Truly I know that
it is so; that is, because He has repaid these
things to me according to my iniquities: but not
as you think; but because no one is just in His
sight. They will not answer Him one thing in a
thousand. For He will convict in all things. Who
brings the mountains to old age, and they know
it not: that is, to infirmity; as it is said, 'l have
grown old among all my enemies' (Psalm 6:8).
Who overturns them in His anger. In His anger
He overturns them, that is, so that they find
something other than what they sought, since
'he who exalts himself will be humbled' (Luke
14:11). Who shakes the earth from its foundations:
through the call that was made, by which the
excellent ones in the world were shaken. And
its pillars will be moved. Who commands the
sun, and it does not rise: so that either wisdom
is not understood, or those who wrote it; as it
is said, 'Seal the book' (Daniel 12:4). Who alone
stretches out the heavens: the Church, which is
properly the seat of God, which He has extended
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throughout the whole world; 'alone,’ to signify
the unity of the Trinity. For certainly all things
were made through the Son in the Holy Spirit.
And He walks upon the sea as upon the land.
'Upon the land,' that is, firmly establishing the
Church in the world, or by subjecting sinners to
Himself, among whom He is not submerged, not
yielding to their temptations. If He should pass
by me, I will not see Him. If He should be higher
than me, or brush past me with speed, I will
not recognize Him. It is necessary, therefore, that
He both accommodate Himself to my weakness
and not desert me. For if He delivers to death,
who can turn it away? For He delivers to death
when He either passes by or passes over so as to
be unknown. This is the death of the soul: not
to know God. For His anger is un-turnable. For
the anger of others can be turned away by one
more powerful. By Him the other things under
heaven are subjected: except heaven itself, that s,
the rational creature; because if it had subjected
the other things to itself, it would never be pun-
ished by those things which it had subjected to
itself; but because God subjected them to it, it is
punished by them when it offends Him who sub-
jected them. But if I were even just, He would not
hear me: if I were to ask Him, presuming on my
own justice. For comparing it with those things
which are with Him, immutable and perpetual,
He will not hear me, as if I were unjust. Therefore,
His mercy is necessary for me. I will ask for His
judgment: because I cannot judge myself to be
just. Whence it is said, 'But neither do I judge
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myself; for He that judgeth me is the Lord' (1
Cor. 4:3-4). But if I call upon Him, and He does
not hear; I will not believe that He has heard my
voice. When I ask for His judgment, if He does
not hear, I will not believe that He has ever heard
me: for He has heard me for hidden reasons, not
on the merit of my prayer. Or certainly, I will
not believe that I am not heard now: for I have
been heard at some time. Or thus: Because if He
hears what I ask, I will also believe that I have
been heard; for if I do not believe, even though
what I ask comes to pass, I have not been heard;
so that the sign of being heard is the belief of
the one asking. Lest by chance He crush me in a
whirlwind. For this reason I seek His judgment,
lest He crush me in a whirlwind. For He has mul-
tiplied my tribulations without cause: the cause
of which was hidden from me. Or certainly it is
the voice of one confessing, confessing that he
has not been corrected by the scourges of God,
and therefore can be crushed by a whirlwind,
as if by a greater punishment. For He does not
allow me to breathe: so many are my tribulations.
And indeed, because He is able, He prevails. He
conquers, so that I do His will, not my own. And
though I were just, my own mouth would speak
impieties: if  were to think myself just. Neverthe-
less my life will be taken away. Although I do not
know if I have acted impiously, nevertheless my
life will be taken away, so that I suffer what I do
not want, or do not do what I want. Itis one thing
that I have said, His anger destroys the great and
the powerful. That is, for this one reason tribula-
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tions come to men, that no one may seem great
and powerful to himself, presuming on his own
strength. Because wicked men will be in a great
death: not in a mediocre one, in which even the
just are, when they are troubled and are derided
by them. The earth is given into the hand of the
wicked: either the body of the just, not the soul,
when they persecute them, or when the wicked
is permitted to rule. It can also be understood as
sinful man being given into the hands of the devil
according to his mortality. He covers the face
of its judges: either the judgment of the wicked
himself, or of the just; for in this time it is covered.
Or certainly, by this very thing He executes His
judgment, that is, He punishes him by hiding
His providence from him: as it is said, 'For the
greatness of his anger he will not seek' (Psalm
9:25). Or He vindicates the just man by hiding
His judgment, that is, His providence, from his
persecutor, so thathe may be more tightly caught
in the snares of sins through impunity. If it is not
He, who then is it? This can be understood of the
Lord, who was both derided, and whose earth,
that is, His body, was delivered into the hands of
the Jews, and whose judgment, in its execution,
concealed His majesty. If it is not He Himself,
who then is it who can do greater things than
He Himself has done? Or thus: If God does not
execute the judgment of the just or the wicked,
who can doit? But my life is swifter than a runner.
He speaks of men as fugitives departing from
justice; like that younger son who went into a far
country (Luke 15:13). Or like an eagle flying and
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seeking its prey. From the higher things, in which
rational souls are naturally blessed, that is, the
works of justice, they have inclined themselves to
earthly pleasures. And if I should speak, I forget
while I am speaking. The speech: just as it had
an affection for external things, so the soul, while
it proceeds to those things which are outside,
through the desire of enjoying the creature, for-
gets the interior Creator. Turning away my face, I
will groan. For sorrows follow that turning away.
I am shaken in all my members: fear, by which
it begins to run back. And because I am wicked,
why am I not dead, and I labor? I know, you
understand. Or he says that he labors because he
is not dead to impiety. And if I be cleansed with
clean hands: either by God's hands, or his own;
thatis, by good works through regeneration. You
have dipped me sufficiently in filth: having been
led into this mortality. And my own garment has
abhorred me: immortality, with which we desire
to be clothed over (2 Cor. 5:4); but because we
cannot in this corruption, therefore he says, 'My
own garment has abhorred me." For you are not a
man, as [ am, that I should contradict you. For to
aman I could demonstrate my justice; butin your
judgment I am found unjust. Would that there
were an arbiter for us! He seems to blaspheme,
unless he is understood to be wishing for that
Mediator between God and men (1 Tim. 2:5), so
that through Him he might present his prayers.
For in this way, being placed between both, He
hears and reproves man. For the Father has given
all judgment to the Son (John 5:22). And who
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would reprove, and who would hear between
both. Let Him take His rod away from me. Let the
fear of the Law pass away, so that I may be joined
to Him in the freedom of adoption and in charity.
For I am not with myself: because I cling to these
things which are outside.

[Ibid. X] I will bring forth speeches against
myself. These are the words of one confessing.
And I will say to the Lord, Do not teach me to
be impious. Do not tempt me beyond what I
can bear, nor allow things to happen to me by
which impiety might be persuaded upon me. Or
is it good for you, if I have acted unjustly? But
it is not good for you if I have acted unjustly:
therefore, you have not established me thus un-
justly. Because you despise the work that your
hands have made? If you despise the work of your
hands. Have you paid attention to the counsel
of the impious? but not of that impiety which is
apparent to men. And, Have you paid attention
to the counsel of the impious? not because it
pleases him that they act unjustly. Or do you
see as a man sees? because you certainly do not
see as a man sees; therefore you have paid atten-
tion to the counsel of the impious. For there is
an impiety that you alone see, and is not seen
by men. Or is your life human? that is, short,
so that you cannot judge concerning perpetuity.
And you have investigated my sins. For those
things that are hidden from men could not be
hidden from you. For you know that I have done
nothing impious. For as far as men are concerned,
I have done nothing impious. But who is there
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who can snatch from your hands? of you judging.
You judge as God, since you see even those impi-
eties that man does not see. Afterward, however,
having changed, you have struck me: that is,
with himself being changed, not God; because a
changed man perceives a changed God, just as
changed eyes, through a long period of darkness,
perceive a changed sun. Remember that you fash-
ioned me from clay. Therefore I am in need of
your mercy. You will turn me back to earth again:
by death, which is the punishment of sin. Did you
not milk me like milk? Because he also already
showed mercy to mortals, when he formed men
from men from a formless beginning. Therefore,
since these things are in you, I know that you
can do all things: because they are of such great
goodness that they work even carnal substance.
But if I have also sinned, you will watch over
me: either so that you do not destroy me, or so
that my sin may not be hidden. And if I have
been just, I cannot breathe: in the sight of men.
For you see the sins that are hidden from men.
For I am full of reproach: in your sight. And I
am captured like a lion for the slaughter. It is
the sin of pride that is hidden from men, since it
can creep in even in praiseworthy deeds. Again,
however, having changed, you torture me most
cruelly: after the punishment of sin, by which
man was made mortal. He speaks according
to these tribulations, which men suffer in this
life; because most tribulations happen suddenly,
which disturb the quiet of this mortal life itself,
when one is in health, or in the security of things,
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however temporal, which he has attributed to
the mercy of God. Renewing my torments in
me. Because mortality itself is already a torment,
from which other tribulations arise. Why then
did you bring me out of the womb? from obscu-
rity to notice, which alone is the matter of greater
misery when it is subverted: he also mentioned
this generation above. And I would be as though
I had not been: utterly unknown. Hence it is, He
calls those things that are not, as though they are
(Rom. 4:17), that is, according to their ignobility.
Or is not the time of my life short? For I am not
not-dead because of the length of my life; since
whatIliveis certainly short. Suffer me, that Imay
rest a little. After the mercy by which you made
me from slime, and having changed me, struck
me with mortality, and by that very mortality you
consoled me, then you tested me with tribula-
tions. Suffer me, therefore, that I may rest in you:
Before I go into the punishments from which itis
not permitted to return. For from those tribula-
tions which he mentioned above, it is permitted
to return, if a man converts himself to God. But
he wishes to rest before he goes into eternal pun-
ishments, for this purpose, certainly, that he may
not go. Just as if we were to say to someone, 'Cor-
rect yourself, before you are damned": for when
he has corrected himself, he will not be damned.
Where thereisno light, norisit possible to see the
life of men. For that is the life of men, where the
true light is, which illuminates every man (John
1:9). Oneis the land of the living, another the land
of the dying.
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[Job 11] The words of Zophar the Naamathite.
Or shall a man full of talk be justified? For he
thinks that Job abounds in words more than in
deeds. Blessed is the man born, of a short life.
He repeats his own sentence to him, which he
wishes to be understood as spoken loquaciously
and emptily. Since there is no one who can
contradict you. Because when he was speaking,
no one contradicted him. But oh that the Lord
would speak to you. Speak rather those things
by which God may have mercy on you. Because
it will be twofold upon you: by correcting and
by consoling. And then you will know that what
you have sinned has been worthily repaid to you
by the Lord: with illumination following after
correction. Or will you find the trace of the Lord:
so that you would wish to reprehend God. It is
higher than heaven, and what will you do? so as
to find the mysteries of heaven. For you ought
not to reprehend him whose works you do not
comprehend. Who will say to him, "What have
youdone?" And this indeed will have been rightly
done, if God has done it: because he cannot do
anything except rightly. For he knows the works
of iniquitous men. It is not of an iniquitous work.
Whence he wishes it to be understood that this
man, whom he thinks iniquitous, has foolishly
reprehended God: for so he judged him to speak.
But man indeed wavers otherwise in his words.
Now God pleases him, now he displeases him,;
whereas with God there is firmness. And a man
born of woman will be like a wild ass in the
desert: with a desire for freedom, impatient of
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a master and a tamer. And stretching out your
hands to him: so that he may accept your works.
If there is any iniquity in your hand. He repeated
these two things, butin a changed order. And let
not iniquity remain in your house. This he said of
the heart. For so will your face shine like water:
with a pure conscience. Like a wave that does
not pass by, and you are not terrified: unless it
touches everyone in this life. And your prayer will
be like the morning star: it will go before the illu-
mination; as if these things also, pertaining to the
prophecy of the holy city or to the people of God,
are said as having been heard or revealed, just as
they were said by his previous friends. And many
will entreat your face. All these things are about
the Church.

[Ibid., Ch. XII] The words of Job. "But the just
and blameless man is turned to scorn." This is to
be understood of the Lord. The meaning: It is no
wonder, therefore, if I also have become a mock-
ery to you. "And his house to be laid waste by
the wicked:" The Church by persecutors. Indeed,
let no one who is wicked trust that he will go
unpunished: "for the time is that judgment must
begin at the house of God" (1 Peter 4:17). As if an
inquiry into them will not happen: let them not
be confident. "But ask the beasts, if they might
answer you." Therefore, he rightly questions the
wicked, because from his works they could have
known the Creator, and they ought to have wor-
shiped him. For they ought not to have been
taught by the response of creatures, since they
had received reason by which they might know

32



ANNOTATIONS ON JOB

these things. "If the soul of every living thing is
notin his hand." From this, therefore, itis known
that he himself created all things, because the
soul of every living thing is in his hand. "And
the spirit of all human flesh": of all human flesh,
that is, the rational soul. "For the ear discerns
words." Just as sense discerns sensible things, so
the spirit discerns spiritual things, which ought
to have known that the works of the Lord are
in the hand of the Lord. "In length of time is
wisdom." Not, certainly, in length of time; but
with the Lord, from whom it must be sought.
"If he destroys, who shall build?" he will have
destroyed on account of virtue, and he will have
closed on account of wisdom, so that one may
not attain to it. "If he withholds the water, he
will dry up the earth": the water is wisdom itself,
and the earth is man. "But if he sends it forth, he
will destroy, overturning the earth." For by many
wise deeds, sinners will be thrown into confu-
sion. "Who leads counselors away captive." For
he subjugates to himself those who take counsel
for themselves. "But he has sent the judges of the
earth into dread": either the Jews, or Pilate, or
those judging with an earthly sense. "Who places
kings upon thrones": that is, the Apostles. "And
has girded their loins with a belt": that is, with
continence. "Who sends priests away captive": so
that they may be led by men; and the Jews are
signified. "Who changes the lips of the faithful."
He changes them for the better, so that they may
not presume on their own justice, but on his
grace. "And he has known the understanding of
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the elders." He to whom the understanding of the
eldersis pleasing. Hence itis said, "You have been
known by God" (Gal. 4:9), the opposite of which
is, "I know you not" (Matt. 25:12). And he began
well from faith, and arrived at the gray hairs of
understanding. "Who reveals deep things out of
darkness": by opening the prophecies. "And has
brought to light the shadow of death": thatis, he
has made it known that this life is the shadow
of death. "Deceiving the nations, and destroying
them": they who think they are harming the
Church of God, when they are harming them-
selves; which is to be understood of the impious.
"Casting down the nations, and leading them
into the way": to humility, like that ass. "Recon-
ciling the hearts of the princes of the people of the
earth": reconciling to himself either the Jews or
the kings of the earth, who at first persecuted the
Church. "But he led them astray into a way which
they knew not": by undermining the works of the
Law, so that they might be understood simply;
hence he seemed to them a sinner. By which error
they were darkened as if drunk.

[Job 13] And I will argue in his sight, if
he wishes: that he may argue against himself;
which is of confession. And you are all worthless
healers. For you cannot heal the good with con-
solation. Hear therefore the rebuke of my mouth:
against you. And before his sight you bring
forth deceit: when you wish to seem just, which
you are not. Or do you remove yourselves from
being judges? Can you dissemble, and not judge,
because I speak the truth about you? For if you
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do all things, you will be added to him: that is,
even if you do all the precepts, he will find in
you something to rebuke. For no one is just in his
sight. But if you have also secretly shown partial-
ity: to their own persons, justifying themselves,
not only before men, but also to themselves. But
abody of clay: so that you might fear atleast from
the consideration of your fragility. Taking my
flesh in my teeth. I will not spare myself, so that I
may argue not only against you, but also against
myself. And I will put my soul in my hand: to be
inspected, so that Imay hide nothing, or so thatI
may count my sins. Though he who is powerful,
and who began it, slay me: although he may slay
my sins. Nevertheless I will speak, and before
him I will accuse myself: I will not justify myself,
hiding my sins. Behold, I approach my judgment:
that I may judge myself; as if this itself were the
justice of man, not to spare oneself in confession.
Then I will not be hidden from your face: as
sinners are hidden. Take your hand from me: so
that there may be nothing in me to be punished,
and that there may be charity in me. And let not
your fear terrify me. How many are my iniquities?
From this it can be seen that he said that, 'T will
put my soul in my hand" for counting. Or do
you think that I am contrary to you? Since I am
indeed weak, and as if you fear this, that if I were
justified, I would be equal to you; since I am aleaf.
Therefore there is some hidden cause, when this
is not it. And you have laid upon me the sins of
my youth. So that this may be the cause, why he
says his sins are hidden from him, because he was

35



ANNOTATIONS ON JOB

proud, which is the sin of youth. And you have
put my footin the stocks: in the bond of mortality.
And you have observed the roots of my feet: my
desires. I, who grow old like a wineskin: so that I
cannot carry new wine: or (as to be sewn with a
new cloth) like a garment that is eaten by moths.

For man born of woman, of a short life, and
tull of wrath: of punishment. And this is the one
you have made to come into judgment before
you. Although he is so mortal, he nevertheless
has that for which he mustrender an account: for
what he can do is demanded of him, although he
can do very little. For his months are numbered
with you. For by the fact that he is temporal,
he is convicted of sin: for you had made him
eternal. Depart from him; let him be, let him
rest: according to the opinion of the carnal and
animal man, for whom this life is the whole good.
And therefore he wishes to be spared, so that he
may enjoy this life. For there is hope for a tree.
These things are to be pronounced mockingly.
For surely there is more hope for man: which
the carnal are unwilling to believe. But when a
man has died, he is gone. And this, ironically.
For in time the sea will be diminished; for after-
wards it is filled up. He speaks, however, of these
places where there is an ebb and flow, or that
all shores are secretly diminished and increased,
by the lunar hours, that is, when the moon rises,
whether for us or for others, it grows until mid-
heaven, and from there it wanes. As long as the
heaven is, he will not be awakened: until a new
one, thatis, the heaven itself. And would that you
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had kept me in the underworld. So great is the
hope of resurrection, that I would now be free
from these uncertainties of life. And had hidden
me, until your wrath should rest. Hence it is,
'Hide for a little while, until the wrath of the Lord
passes by' (Isaiah 26:20); that is, until this mor-
tality passes, and one comes to the resurrection.
For if a man has died, he will live. For this is not
life. When the days of his life are finished: then
he will live. Then you will call, and I will answer
you: obedient to you, without the impediment of
mortality. You have sealed up my iniquities in a
bag: so that you might repay me. You have noted
if I have erred unwillingly: even this you have
noted. But to err unwillingly is a punishment for
sin. And indeed the falling mountain flows away.
So also man has fallen from his height and firm-
ness. And the rock grows old in its place: as man
in his kind and his condition. And by the flood of
frequent torrents: as if man were thus brought to
thinness, when he is worn down by the frequent
floods of desires. But the hope of man you have
destroyed. He has made steps from the mountain
to the rock, from the rock to the stones, from
the stones to the sand; because carnal men suffer
these diminutions. And well did he now say, 'you
have destroyed'. For you have driven him to the
end: to consumption. So that this hope in which
carnal men rejoice may perish. You have changed
his face, you have sent him away: since the image
of God in him has been destroyed. And though
his sons were many, he knows it not: because he
dies, although his offspringis propagated. But his
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flesh upon him has grieved: that is, man grieves
for such a condition of his in a carnal way, and
mourns it in an animal way. For the spiritual
man knows that 'though the outward man is
corrupted, yet the inward man is renewed day by
day' (I Cor. 4:16): because he feels this happen in
himself.

[Job 15] The words of Eliphaz the Temanite.

And he has filled his belly with sorrow. For the
spirit of knowledge heals from sorrows through
consolation; but you, who fill your belly with sor-
row, do not respond with the spirit of knowledge.

Have you not cast off fear? You have not feared
God, saying such things against him.

And you have chosen the tongue of the
wicked: with which men speak evil.

For what? Are you the first man that was born?
because you are so proud.

Or were you formed before the hills? The
mountains are also to be understood by the name
of hills, that is, before all virtues, the powerful
spirits.

But there is among us one who is old and
decrepit. One who knows even what we do not
know is among us.

What has your heart dared? And what have
your eyes endured? they have hoped.

For what is man that he should be without
fault? which you yourself have also said.

If in his holy ones there is no faith: on account
of the uncertainties of the times, by which they
are often deceived, so that they say many things
and do not do them.
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And heaven is not clean before him: meaning
those who dwell in heaven; or certainly, heaven is
putfor the saints themselves, because God dwells
in them.

Which the wise have spoken, and have not
hidden from their fathers. Because the Apostles
also preached to the Jews.

To them alone was the land given: to be inhab-
ited.

Nor did any stranger come upon them: neither
a holy man nor an angel; thatis, they will possess
in security.

When they shall think themselves to be now
in peace. He speaks thus, as if he thinks this has
happened to Job himself.

He does not believe he will be turned from
darkness: he does not believe that he will be con-
verted from his sins.

And he is decreed as food for vultures: of
the aerial powers, which feed on the deaths of
sinners.

As a leader he will fall in the front line. He is
bold, and does not bear tribulations.

Because he has lifted up his hands against
God. Or, because he has lifted up?

And has run against him contemptuously: by
doing things contrary to what He commanded.

With the thick neck of his shield: presuming
on his own protection.

Because he has covered his face with his own
fat. Through fat, that s, through the exaltation of
his pride, he hides God from himself.
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And has made a halter over his thighs: so that
he might be bound by his own lusts, by which
bond he would be led to death.

For what they have prepared, others take
away: even the earthly kingdom itself, or what-
ever temporal hope, which the just will receive
with the whole world.

And he shall not be enriched, nor shall his
substance remain: that is, of the impious.

He shall not cast a shadow upon the earth:
thatis, he does not flourish.

But the wind shall dry up his stock: tempta-
tion.

His cutting shall be corrupted before its time:
before he hopes.

Let him fall like the flower of the olive tree.
Let him fall from peace, or because better things
follow these, just as fruit follows the flower.

For the testimony of the impious is death: a
sign.

And fire shall consume the houses of those
who accept gifts. For these are the impious who
prefer temporal gifts to justice.

He shall conceive and in his womb shall be
groans. The things he hopes for turn to his pun-
ishment.

I have heard many such things: not only what
you say. You are all troublesome comforters. You
can console the wicked, because they imitate you,
not the good: and it is in the vocative case. For
from none of you have I heard anything good.
For what? Is there perhaps order in words of the
spirit? Of pride. Or in what will it be troublesome
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to you? although you do not love what you say.
And 1 speak according to you: in the way you
deserve. If your soul were subjected for mine. If
you were suffering what I suffer, I would speak
with words, not with deeds: thus it is nothing to
speak of what you do not do. For if I speak, I will
not grieve for my wound. You have shown your-
selves to be prudent neither in speaking nor in
being silent. For the wise, both when they speak,
commiserate in their consolations; or speaking in
their own confession, they grieve for their own
wound; or when they are silent, they are silent
prudently. Butnow he has wearied me, and made
me foolish, and rotten: so that I may not speak
against you, God has broken my pride; so that
having been made foolish, I may become wise.
You have seized me, and I have been made a tes-
timony. You have convicted me of my sins, and I
am a witness against myself. And my falsehood
hasrisenup against me: whenIseemed righteous
to myself. I have answered against my own face.
Hence it is, I will set thee before thy face (Psalm
49:21). Using wrath, he has cast me down. He
has blessed, using wrath; for He does not suffer
it: but He has cast down as one who is proud. He
has gnashed his teeth upon me. He has rebuked
me; so that teeth may be understood for words.
The arrows of his pirates have fallen upon me.
The aerial powers which God uses, and permits
them either to exercise the good or to punish
the wicked. Pirates, however, because they lie in
wait for those navigating this sea. He has rushed
upon me with the sharp glance of his eyes. He
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has not turned away from my sins, as if he hinted
that I should be punished. For He Himself is like
a light, showing to the punishers those who are
to be punished. His gaze was my ruin. Or thus:
He made me see my sin; for before it was not
so brought to my perception. He has struck me
sharply on the knees, and they have rushed upon
me at once. For with God striking, those angels
of Satan rushed in. When I was at peace, he tore
me apart. He tore me from peace itself or from
my very self, so that I might be torn to pieces
by adversaries and by those opposing him. And
holding my hair, he has torn it out: through my
sins he has divided me against myself. He has set
me up as a target: at which they might shoot, asa
target is usually set up for archers, toward which
they direct their arrows. They have surrounded
me with lances, shooting into my reins; they have
not spared: on account of carnal desires, which
he says were thrust upon him through evil per-
suasions from wicked angels. They have poured
out my gall upon the earth: so that I might envy
the earthly goods in those who abound in them.
They have cast me down with a great prostration:
lest we should understand a carnal prostration.
They have sewn sackcloth to my skin: the interior
sins, by which he remembers that he had been in
good circumstances. And upon my eyelids is the
shadow of death.Iwish to see, and carnal custom
hinders me. Earth, do not cover the blood of my
flesh: thatis, lestif my prayer be unclean by desir-
ing earthly things, a heap of earth be added upon
the bond of my mortality, which he signified by
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the name of blood: that is, lest by earthly desire I
be covered by the greater calamities of voluntary
sin, which is that natural sin from the mortal con-
dition. And let there be no place for my cry. Let the
merit of my prayer be shut out. And now, behold,
my witness is in heaven. He seems to speak of the
Lord, because He had not yet descended to earth.
And my advocate is on high: on account of the
participation in mortality. Let a man be judged
with the Lord. Let the Lord come, so that with
Him a man may be judged, as John with Christ. In
their judgment it is understood what difference
there is between a perfect man and God made
man. As the son of man to his neighbor: the Lord,
having taken on humanity, to him who had fallen
among robbers (Luke 10:30). For the numbered
years have come to me: that help may come to me
through Christ in the fullness of time (Galatians
4:4). And I shall enter a path by which I shall not
return: the path of renouncing the world.

[Ibid. XVII] I have fainted, my spirit troubled:
the order is, I have fainted in spirit, shaken by
labors. I pray that I may be buried, and it does
not happen to me: that what is mortal may be
absorbed by life. For we groan, being burdened,
in which we do not wish to be unclothed, but to
be clothed over (II Cor. V, 4); that is, that we may
be changed rather than die. Which, of course,
although man desires this, does not happen. For
he owes death through the condemnation of sin.
I will offer prayers with labor, and what have I
done: I have accomplished something by entreat-
ing. Outsiders have stolen my goods. It signifies
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immortality itself, of which he is stripped, who
was left half-dead by robbers. And who is this?
who is to come to my aid, signifying the Lord.
But he says, 'Who is it?' for this reason: because
he was to be among men, so that he would
scarcely be distinguished from them. Let him
be bound to my hand: by the bond of charity,
that he may guard me, and lead me where he
wills. Because you have hidden their heart from
prudence. You have hidden those who did not
know him. For this reason you will not exalt
them: Because they were not humble, therefore
they were blinded, and could not be exalted by
the humility of Christ. Let evils be announced
to a part. That blindness in part has happened
in Israel (Rom. XI, 25), either because the things
Christ announced seemed evil to them, so that
they said, 'He deceives the crowds' (John VII, 12);
or because the things announced by the Prophets
concerning the blindness of Israel did not happen
to the whole, but to a part. And their eyes wasted
away over their sons: in admiration of the mira-
cles, concerning which it was said, 'If I cast out
demons by Beelzebub, by whom do your sons
castthem out?' (Matt. XII, 27). Butyou have made
me a byword to the nations: the man whom you
have redeemed, that is, the Church, of which the
nations would speak, or which would speak to
the nations. And I have become a laughingstock
to them: either to the nations, when they dispar-
aged him; or to the Jews, who spoke to the
nations. My eyes are darkened because of wrath.
The eyes of the Church, thatis, the Apostles, were
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darkened, when they were not understood by
those who were to be punished with this penalty.
And I have been greatly assailed by all. For both
Jews and Gentiles have assailed the Church. And
the truthful have wondered at this: either why
power was given to the impious against the
Church, or why the Gospel was not recognized
by the impious. But let the just man rise up
against the enemy: he who falls temporarily in
persecutions, so that he may later rule over the
unfaithful. And let him who is pure of hands take
courage: the courage of hope, so as to confess
Christ even in persecution. For he does not find
truth in you. For grace is necessary for all, both
Jews and others. And the joints of my heart have
been torn apart: so that I may not hide my sins.
They have turned night into day: the impious.
Whence it is said, "Woe to them that call evil
good, and good evil; that put darkness for light,
and light for darkness' (Isa. V, 20). If I hold back,
the underworld will be my house: I will have en-
dured my sins, so as not to confess. I have called
destruction my father. I will not be a son of life.
But God has called. Corruption my mother and
my sister. From the fact that they cling insepara-
bly, as if they were relatives. For what hope is
there for me now?: itis implied. If I hold back. Or
shall I see my goods?: by which he, being seduced,
refused to convert, and endured the sinner.

[Job 18] The words of Bildad the Shuhite.
And the light of the wicked shall be put out.
Do not be surprised, therefore, if your light, like
that of the wicked, has also been extinguished.
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His light was darkness in the house: the bright-
ness of his house, that is, either the devil or the
Antichrist. And the lamp over him shall be put
out: a small and earthly light. Let the lowest take
his substance. What he wished to have, let the
humble have. For his foot is sent into a snare.
For he himself was captured by persecuting the
Lord. The thirsty one has prevailed against him:
so that those who hunger and thirst for justice
may overcome him. His cord is hidden upon the
earth: by which he may be caught, that is, those
things which are, as it were, conceded to him.
And his trap is in the path: by which he passes.
Let sorrows destroy him on every side: from all
around. And let many around his feet come into
the distress of famine: many who follow him,
or who obey him. Let the branches of his feet
be eaten: of his doctrines, that is, the way he
goes. Let health be torn from his dwelling: the
tranquility of this life. And let the necessity of
the royal cause hold him: the opportunity for
his punishment, which will avail to the glory of
God, for which reason his own desire is now
permitted to him. He says "royal cause" because
he will boast that he is Christ. Let it dwell in his
tabernacle in his night. Let the necessity of the
royal cause torment his conscience; the appetite
for tyranny: in the night, in the torment of his
blindness, when he is damned. Let his beautiful
things be sprinkled with sulfur: those things in
which he took pleasure, let them be consumed
by a foul-smelling fire. And his harvest shall rush
down from above: from God. And let his name
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not be in the face of the streets where he was:
let it be removed from the memory of the people.
And let him not be recognizable among his own
people. Let him come to such dejection that he is
not recognized by his own. Nor let his house be
saved again under heaven. For some will be saved
again. But let others live among his people. Let
his people be subjugated to others.

## [Job 19] The Words of Job

And you destroy me with words. You weaken
me, you who ought to have consoled me.

Know only that God has done this to me:
before whom I can be convicted of sin, not before
men.

And He has set His rampart around me. There
is a trench around the walls; by which I have been
compelled to confession.

Behold, I laugh at reproaches, and I do not
speak. He speaks of the utility of confession; for
if he wished to laugh at his sin, and not speak it
forth, he would cry out, and not be heard.

He has placed darkness upon my face. He has
taken the illumination of my face from me; which
happens to those who turn away.

And He has taken the crown from my head: the
spiritual dignity which wisdom gives.

And He has broken me on every side, and I
have departed. I held all things, and He took them
from me: against that which had received the
power of containing all things.

And He has considered me as an enemy. He has
judged me thus, as if | would harm Him, if I were
His equal.
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And they have surrounded my tabernacle; the
heart and conscience.

My brothers have departed: in the hope of
correction, because they are brothers: although
at first they scorned my correction; and they fol-
lowed those who persuaded them of foreign, that
is, pernicious things.

And my friends have become merciless: in
spiritual evils, who do not condole with their
neighbors, but rather mock them; whom they
would not mock if they were beset by carnal evils.

And those who knew my name have forgotten
me: not recognizing me, because I am changed.

The neighbors of my house, and my hand-
maids: with whom I used to share secrets; flatter-
ers, who withdraw from him who confesses to
God: for they themselves are said to serve.

I called my servant, and he did not answer:
either the body, or those who served him for evil
ends.

My mouth entreated, and I beseeched my
wife: as if saying, '"Why are you sad, my soul? and
why do you trouble me' (Psalm 41:12)? that is,
desiring that she consent to him,

I called, flattering, the sons of my womb:
whom she had borne, persuading them of the
hope of the world.

And those whom I had loved, have risen up
against me: in that life.

My flesh has rotted in my skin. Through love
of those things which are perceived outwardly,
my inner parts have rotted. For it is surely a light
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matter, if we take it literally, as if he had the
scabies.

And my bones are in my teeth. My firmness
and fortitude are in words, not in deeds.

Have mercy on me, have mercy on me, O
friends. He seems to ask the angels to intercede
for him, or certainly the saints to pray for the
penitent.

For itis the hand of the Lord that has touched
me. He says he was touched by the hand of the
Lord, so that his wound, which had been without
feeling for him, might cause him pain.

Why do you persecute me, as the Lord does?
you detest and abhor as the Lord does; or you
rebuke, when I am already confessing.

You are not satisfied with my flesh. You do not
rejoice if I live carnally.

With an iron pen and lead: so that just as lead
yields to an iron pen, so the hearts of men may
yield to my words.

Or that they be engraved on rocks for a testi-
mony: so that those who are firm in evangelizing
may learn them.

For I know that He is eternal who will release
me: for He is able to restore me.

Of which things I am conscious to myself: that
I have deserved them.

Which my eye has seen, and not another. That
is, 'No one knows what is in a man, except the
spirit thatis in him' (I Cor. 2:11).

And all things are consummated for me in my
bosom: in the inner parts where no one sees, in
the conscience.

49



ANNOTATIONS ON JOB

But if you should also say, 'What shall we say
against him?' According to what was also said to
the spiritual, 'Considering yourself, lest you also
be tempted' (Gal. 6:1).

And 'we shall find the root of the matter in
him'": so that we may convict him from his own
words.

For wrath will come upon the iniquitous.
He calls those iniquitous who extol themselves
above sinners, and think they cannot be such.

## [Job 20] The Words of Zophar the Minaean.

"For you do not understand more than I." He
turns to the others who were consoling Job with
him.

"I will hear the instruction of my confusion."
He indirectly wishes that Job would hear the
instruction of his own confusion: for then he can
also attain the spirit of wisdom. Moreover, this is
a formal expression, as when we say, 'It is good
for me to be careful, for it will go badly for me,’
when we want another to be careful.

"Do you not know these things from the
ages?" Since the ages began, you know these
things. And he thinks that Job, as an impious
man, is ignorant of these things.

"The eye will see, and will do so no more." For
he will not be seen.

"Let the impious man destroy his children:"
thatis, his imitators, or those seduced by him.

"And let his hands be kindled with sorrows:"
let them be tormented by his works.

"His bones are filled with his youth." He is
proud of his strength.
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"He will hide it under his tongue." He will not
show it, like a deceitful person, so thathe may use
it secretly.

"He will spare it, and will not forsake it."
Loving it, and not wanting to be without it, he
will not pursue it: or, the Lord will spare him, and
with this impunity he will not forsake it.

"And he will hold it in the middle of his
throat:" as something that delights him.

"And he will not be able to help himself." He
will not therefore free himself.

"The gall of asps is in his belly:" having the
malice of harming in his inner, hidden parts.

"Riches unjustly gathered will be vomited up:"
with torment of the inner parts and pressure of
the heart.

"An angel will drag him from his house."
Whenever his hidden deeds are made manifest
through tribulations.

"And he will shine with the fury of dragons:"
so thathe who was at firsthidden, being betrayed
by tribulations, may now shine openly with the
fury of dragons.

"Let the tongue of the serpent kill him." Let
the devil seduce him.

"And let him not see the milking of the flocks:"
let him not do the fruits of the sheep, that is, the
works of justice, so that he may understand that
he can be redeemed thereby.

"Nor the food of honey and butter:" good
works with charity and cheerfulness of heart, and
with the generosity of the giver. For butter is rich
milk.
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"He has labored in vain and to no purpose:"
because he does not understand these things by
performing those works which pertain to mercy.
Whence also the Lord is said to eat butter and
honey (Isaiah 7:15), because these things are of-
fered to him in his humble ones.

"What they have doneislike something hard:"
which cannot be chewed, nor swallowed. This
'something hard' is, I think, iniquity or pride.

"In his desire he will not be saved:" because he
has desired iniquitous things.

"There will be no remnants of his food." His
desires have passed away.

"When he thinks himself to be full, he will be
straitened." It is not so much satiety from the
fullness of desires, as it is pressure.

"If in some way he may fill his belly." Such a
necessity will come upon him that he will doubt
whether he can fill his belly; although these
things are sought precisely to drive away neces-
sity. But he said this because the more one has,
the more one desires.

"And he will send upon him the fury of his
wrath:" because he did not see to do good works.

"Let a bronze arrow wound him:" a perpetual
one.

"Let the javelin pass through his body." Let
temptation penetrate him, so that he may be
wounded both by those things he hopes for and
by those he leaves behind, as if pierced from the
chest through the back.

"Lightnings in his tabernacles:" sudden ter-
rors in his thoughts.
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"Let a stranger harm his house:" the devil,
who is an outsider coming to tempt; although
man also has his own temptations.

"And let heaven reveal his iniquities:" the
heavenly judgment.

"And the possession of his goods by the
bishop." God will bestow these things upon him.

And let this not be a consolation to me from
you: by which you think one should rejoice in
temporal goods, since they are common to the
pious and the impious; and if ever someone
were iniquitous, that vengeance is taken on him
through these things: since Job says that these
goods remain for the impious even unto the
grave, and that vengeance is not taken on them
through these things. For what? Is my chastise-
ment human? My chastisement is from God.
Therefore, He Himself can console, not you. Or
why should I not be angry? Therefore, do not
console me thus: for I certainly see the felicity of
theimpious. Look upon me, and be astonished: as
if I were speaking empty things. For if I remem-
ber, I am disturbed. The indignities of human life,
returning to a past disposition from thatin which
he now is, he confesses. And my flesh is held by
pains: I grieve in a carnal way. Why do the impi-
ous live? He asks them the reason, because they
were saying that vengeance is taken on the impi-
ous here. And their sheep endure, as if by old age:
how can they persevere by old age; for they will
not always exist. Moreover, goods were in their
hands. He did not take the goods themselves from
them, when they said these things. Indeed, the
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lamp of the impious will be extinguished: their
temporal brightness, even if not as these men
understood. Let his goods fail his sons: the goods
which he persuaded them of, namely temporal
ones, or those of the Antichrist, or of the devil. Let
his own eyes see his destruction. It also signifies
that this prosperity is unknown by those who
rejoice in it: but in the future it will be brought to
the perception even of the impious. Because his
will is not in his house after him: because in their
conscience they have not followed the Lord in
tribulations. Although the number of his months
be cutin half: although he worshipped God in the
present, yet because he did not also hope for fu-
ture things, which is the full number of months.
For He Himself judges homicides. Because when
the impious have persuaded to impiety through
the love of carnal impieties, they certainly kill in
the future age. However, men do not judge such
homicides, but only God. This one will die in
the strength of his simplicity. He seems to carry
out hidden homicides, mentioning one generous
man, and another avaricious one; because men
who are abundant and generous are thought to
be good. His intestines are full of fat: he has joy.
And their marrow is poured out: of the intestines;
because he does not keep his goods within him-
self, but spends them either on himself or on
others. Therefore I know that you press upon
me boldly. For you do not speak considerately.
Because you say, Where is the house of the
prince? either of the impious or of the proud; be-
cause they thought that goods were taken away
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from them here, when very many, even full of
these things, have ended their life to be punished
through them. And where is the covering in the
tabernacles of the impious? honor. Ask those
who pass by the way: who do not delight in the
way, but pass through it. And you will not be
ignorant of their signs: either those of the impi-
ous which the passers-by give, saying what will
happen to them; or those by which the impious
are known. Who will announce his way before
him? Before the impious man, no one announces
his way confidently, except the Lord, because He
Himself answers him. And yet the Lord Himself
was also brought down to the sepulcher. Thus
the reward of piety is not to be hoped for here.
And he watched over the heap. For He Himself
rose before the heap of the resurrecting should
rise. Sweet to him were the stones of the torrent:
which the world does not subvert, that is, his
disciples. And after him every man follows, and
before him innumerable ones. Or after him every
man, that is, one man: and before him innumer-
able ones, who are now counted in the number of
men. Or after him the crowd of believers, and be-
fore him the Patriarchs and Prophets. How then
do you console me in vain? urging present goods
or evils.

[Job 22] The words of Eliphaz the Teman-
ite. Is it not the Lord who teaches sense and
knowledge? As if Job had said that He does
not judge rightly; since God certainly cannot be
reproached, except by an intelligence that is su-
perior, seeing that it is given to man by Him. And
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will He come into judgment with you? that you
may be compared to Him. Your light has been
turned into darkness: that is, your dignity. And
water has covered you while sleeping: a flood
of tribulation has covered you while you were
secure. Does He judge through a cloud? as if He
could not see through a cloud. The clouds are His
hiding place, and He will not be seen. The things
that are on earth are hidden from Him. And He
walks about the circuit of heaven: its shape, but
not the earth as well. Do you therefore keep to
the path of the age? As if Job thought that human
affairs are not cared for by God. Because they
were taken away immature: immature according
to themselves. For they thought they would
remain forever. Or certainly before they arrived
at wisdom: but because they had heard this, not
because these friends of Job felt these things. And
the thought of the wicked is far from Him, and He
fills their houses with good things. The thought
of the wicked is far from Him, because He does
not act as the wicked one hopes; that is, either
because wickedness pleases Him, or because He
does not see it. The seeing will be more just: that
is, the intelligent; although these men did not un-
derstand, thinking thatretribution is given to the
wicked here. And the blameless will mock them:
thatis, the wicked. Be hard, if you will endure pa-
tiently: that is, hard things. You will put iniquity
far from your dwelling: thatis, from your conduct
or your life; although these men say these things
in a carnal sense. And placing it upon a mound
on a rock: against that which he said, "A flowing
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river their foundations." Because he has humbled
himself: the light itself. And you will say, "He is
lifted up in pride": against the proud. Deliver the
innocent, and you will be saved by the cleanness
of your hands. Do not fail in good works, because
God cares for human affairs.

[Ibid. XXIIL.|] The words of Job. And indeed
I know that the rebuke is from my own hand:
because of my sins. And my hand has become
heavy upon my groaning. Therefore you have
struck me, that I might grieve. And to come even
to his throne. That I might be so holy as to reach
the number of those who are his seats. For then
I can speak true things, and hear: whence also
the heavens are called holy. And I shall know the
reasonings which he will speak to me: the expla-
nations of the causes by which he shows that
he judges all things justly. And I shall perceive
what he announces to me: now being very near
to him. Will he be judged with me in great power:
so that he might resist me through might? By no
means. Yet let him not overwhelm me in terror:
on account of my sins, for which I now fear,
while I am in terror, let him not overwhelm me.
Moreover, when I come to him: in that freedom
in which I shall be counted as his throne, I will
love all things, and his power will not resist
me; although now he could overwhelm me, as
a sinner: that is, he may do with me what he
wills, even with my punishment, yet justly. For
truth and rebuke are from him: that is, he does
not rebuke unjustly. He brings my judgment to
its conclusion. Even if he corrects now, he will
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later make it manifest. For if I shall have walked
first, I will not be afterward. Let me not hope
arrogantly, nor despair faithlessly: that is, not to
turn to the right or to the left. Hence it is, "If I
ascend into heaven, you are there" (Psalm 138:8).
Who can drive me from there? etc. What he does
on the left, I will not comprehend. He repeats the
things above. But on the left, he says he will not
comprehend one who is given to temporal things.
He will turn to the right, and I will not see him.
Therefore, I oughtnotto be on the left. Buthe said
"he will turn," because he himself is in spiritual
things, from which I turn myself away if I am on
the left. He himself knows my way: so that even if
heleads me through tribulations, I will follow. He
has tested me like gold: in tribulations. I will go
forth in his precepts. Let me go out from my dark-
ness, but yetin his precepts. But if he himself has
judged thus: that through tribulations he should
test me like gold. Therefore I have hastened to
him: because he has afflicted me, for that reason,
having left temporal things, I have hastened to
him. And having been warned, I was solicitous
of him: so that by these carnal punishments I
might avoid eternal torments. Therefore I shall be
troubled before his face. Now I shall be troubled,
so that I may be wary, thinking of the future
judgment, where his manifestation will be. And
the Lord has softened my heart. And he attributes
to the mercy of God the very fear by which one
guards against future punishments. For he would
not know the punishments and darkness to come
for the wicked, unless the Lord softened his heart
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by present tribulations: contrary to that which
is said, that God hardens the heart of Pharaoh
(Exodus 7:3).

[Job 24] Why the hours were not hidden from
the Lord: Wherefore, or, Therefore.

They have transgressed the boundary: Christ.

And they have turned the poor from the just
way: so that they might either imitate them, or
from this judge that there is no divine judgment,
because they saw the malice with which they
harmed them go unpunished, forsaking justice.

The meek of the earth are hidden at the same
time: with those who have turned from the just
way, the meek are hidden, lest they bring me aid.
For there are three kinds of men in the Church
when persecution occurs: for some consent, oth-
ers flee, others suffer, whose person Job sustains.

And the wild asses in the field have rushed
upon me. The foolish and untamed, and for this
reason proud, have rushed upon me confessing,
thatis, the Church.

And going forth to their work. For this is their
work. that they rush upon me, that is, for this
they have been appointed by God.

To him bread has been made sweet for the
young men. He calls persecution a sweet bread
for the impious and the persecutor, which he
gladly enjoyed when he inflicted it upon the
young men: so that we may understand 'young
men' either as lovers of pleasures, because they
easily consent to such things; or as those who
have progressed so far in the Church that they
have indeed passed the simplicity of childhood,
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but have not yet reached that manly strength by
which even the persecutor is despised.

They have reaped a field before its time. He
speaks either of kinds of persecutions, so that
they might frighten someone with the loss of a
field: or the Church is to be understood by 'field,’
which they wished to reap with persecutions
before its maturity, that is, before the tares might
grow together with it, so that they might be sep-
arated at the time of the harvest (Matthew 13:29,
30).

They will be wet from the drippings of the
mountains: fleeing naked to caves, where the
rocks drip.

They have snatched the orphan from the
breast. Orphans and widows are generally to be
taken as representing the Church: it is a people
under torment.

And him who had fallen, they have humili-
ated: deserted either by the help of God, or of
anyone; which is a mark of great cruelty, not to
spare such ones.

In distress they have laid snares unjustly: in
necessities.

They were cast out from the city and from
their homes. Others were cast out by them.

But the soul of the little ones was in great
groaning.

But God Himself had no care for them: for the
impious, because by not having care for them
now, He caused them to despair of the judgment
of God; because they did evil with impunity.
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And therefore they were delivered into dark-
ness: of ignorance of God's judgment.

And suddenly as a thief: that day will seize
them.

The eye of the adulterer watches for the dark-
ness. He wishes to show into what darkness the
impious are delivered through impunity: not that
which adulterers and others who do evil by night
seek, lest they be recognized by day; but that
which is upon them even in the morning.

He digs through houses in the dark. He re-
counts other evil deeds.

By day they have sealed themselves up: they
have hidden themselves.

They have not known the light, because the
shadow of death remains with them at the same
time: not because the night has departed, has the
shadow of death therefore deserted them.

He is swift upon the face of the water: in
comparison with the earth, they are to be taken
as more splendid, whom the light and the image
of lightness penetrate; and therefore the shadow
of death is light upon them. For they themselves
also bear it through the condition of the flesh. Or,
He is swift upon the face of the water, he said,
concerning those who confess in Baptism.

Let their portion be cursed upon the earth. Let
what they have chosen be sterile.

For they have snatched from the bosom of the
orphans: the word from the heart of the weak,
through evil persuasion.

Then his sin is remembered: which he thought
was falling into oblivion.
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Let every iniquitous one be broken like an in-
curable piece of wood: which does not heal.

For he has not done well by the barren woman:
who is without the consolation of children.

Rising up, therefore, he does not believe
against his own life: he does not believe against
his own life; for he ought to have believed that he
had an evil life, and by that very fact to rise up.

When he begins to grow weak, let him not
hope for health: to be troubled.

But he falls into languor. For the impious
man seeks such consolations in adverse circum-
stances, by which he becomes weaker.

His loftiness has withered like a mallow in the
heat: because he did not bear the heat of tribu-
lation; the mallow, moreover, on account of its
weakness.

Or like an ear of corn falling from its stalk of its
own accord. Because in the morning it was at its
peak. For he himself has chosen for himself such
consolations by which he becomes more gravely
ill.

Otherwise who is there who may say that I
speak a lie? if things are also otherwise.

For what beginning is there other than fear
of him? This addition seems to agree with those
words in which Job says, 'Therefore I am troubled
at his presence: when I consider, I am afraid
of him' (Job 23:15). Let no one think there is a
delay for the tempters. Without delay, they tempt
according to his permission. For upon whom
will snares not come from him? That is, when
he himself permits it. Moreover, by 'snares' he
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means temptations. Or how can a man be just
before the Lord? Therefore, He justly permits him
to be tempted. Or how can he who is born of a
woman cleanse himself? For unless he has been
cleansed by God, he is unclean. If he commands
the moon, and it does not shine. For if the
reasons and order of His providence require that
the moon not shine, He will command it not to
shine, and it will not shine. But why? Is it because
He wishes the moon to be seen as not clean
before Him, because He commands it, and it does
not shine? Or perhaps the nature of the rational
soul is figuratively suggested here, for which the
intelligible sun is that true light, which illumi-
nates every man (John 1:9)? And since the moon
shines all the more to earthly eyes the farther
it recedes from the sun, but when it approaches
the sun, it is hidden from the earth: let us under-
stand that the soul is divinely commanded that,
having overcome its earthly and mortal birth, by
which its splendor appears to those who see with
earthly sense, it should appear and draw near,
and be subjected to wisdom, so that, exulting
most secretly in its light, it may take care not
to do its justice before men, to be seen by them
(Matthew 6:1), but when it glories, it may glory in
the Lord (I Corinthians 1:31). Because even when
it appears to men, it appears by the gift of the
Creator, Nor are the stars clean in his sight: in
comparison with him.

## [Job 26] The Words of Job. "To whom do
you give aid, or whom are you going to help?"
since, indignant asif at their injustice, he thought
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they should be punished by God. But speaking to
himself, he calls himself back, so that he might
rather leave their judgment to God, lest he seem
either to be present with God, or to wish to
help Him as if He were powerless to restrain or
correct men; or to give Him counsel on what to
do with them; or to follow Him, as if about to
grasp the reason why He allows deceitful men to
exist and to live, since He surpasses every seeking
soul with incomprehensible power; or as if to
announce something to Him about them, since
it is from Him that man has breath when he
utters anything. "Will the giants be reduced to
nothing?" Therefore, itis not to be wondered at if
God spares these men, when He does not reduce
the giants to nothing. And lest it be said, "But
they have been cast down into the underworld,"
he added that God sees the underworld; and yet
He has ordered them there where they deserved
to be; just as He does the just, whether now as
they are, or afterwards as they will be, although
He never removes them from His sight, because
all things are naked before Him; so that you may
understand these proud comforters also to be
giants close at hand. "Under the water and those
near them." Or should "Under the water" be un-
derstood as "they are held," or something of that
sort? "And there is no covering for perdition."
Even perdition is not hidden from Him. "Stretch-
ing out the north over the void." The north can
signify the devil, and the earth the sinner; for the
hope of both is in vain. "Hanging the earth upon
nothing": in the air. "Binding up the water in His
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clouds": on account of the obscurity of prophecy.
"And the cloud is not torn under it": under the
truth which the cloud held, which is not torn for
those who understand the Scriptures: for they
are not said to be contradictory, as those who do
not understand think. "Who holds the face of the
sun," so that the sun of justice might not be rec-
ognized by the impious. "And spreads His cloud
over it": the flesh which the Lord assumed. "He
has set a boundary upon the face of the water":
the peoples. "Until the consummation of light":
the end of this life, that is, the end of the age, or
until men are consummated, thatis, perfected, to
whom it was said, "For you were once darkness,
but now you are light in the Lord" (Eph. 5:8).
"The pillars of heaven trembled, and were aston-
ished at His rebuke": which happened to Peter
through Paul (Gal. 2:11). "By His power He calmed
the sea": He pacified the world, from which the
Church was suffering persecution. Whence also
"the pillars of heaven trembled at His rebuke" can
be understood in this way: that the strongest of
the Church trembled for the weak, at the rebuke
of the Lord permitting the temptations of perse-
cution. For the pillar cries out: "Who is weak, and
I am not weak? Who is made to stumble, and I
do notburn with indignation?" (2 Cor. 11:29). "By
His wisdom the sea monster was wounded." He
says the devil was wounded with the pain that
the just did not yield to him. "And the bars of
heaven fear Him": either the Angels, or those who
have received the keys of the kingdom of heaven.
"But by His command He slew the deserting
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dragon." He also called him the sea monster. But
now he shows how he was wounded, when those
who renounced him received the commandment.
"Behold, these are parts of His ways": by which
one comes to God. "But the power of His thunder,
who will know it when He makes it?" He calls
"thunder" the most evident voice of His mani-
festation: or perhaps that voice which He gave
through the son of thunder, "In the beginning
was the Word, and the Word was with God, and
the Word was God" (John 1:1): so that the order is,
"When He makes it, who will know the power of
His thunder?"

And the divine spiritis in my nostrils. Here itis
shown that he speaks prophetically what he says,
and knows prophetically that these consolers of
his are full of deceit.

Far be it from me to call you just, until I die:
even if you persecute me unto death, because I
freely rebuke you. For I will not separate the inno-
cent man: nor you either. For I am not conscious
of having committed any iniquity. For they are
generally accustomed to spare others, who fear
that some truth may be brought against them.

For what is the hope of the impious man?
That he waits. Lest anyone should think that
he had wished ill upon his enemies, he here
revealed with what spirit he had spoken. Indeed,
he wishes their impiety to be overthrown and
their pride to perish: which happens when the
soul that was held guilty is released from impiety;
and it is released through the confession of the
penitent man and the grace of the forgiving God.
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Therefore, "For what is the hope of the impious
man?" is the question; and the answer, "That he
waits, and trusts in the Lord, if perhaps he may
be released," or "the Lord may hear his prayers."
Indeed, another sense can occur in these words,
but it is not so woven into both the book and the
taith, as if the whole matter were one of desper-
ation, that the impious man has no hope at all:
since against this it is written, "But to him that
believeth in him that justifieth the ungodly, his
faith is counted for righteousness" (Rom. 4:5).
And therefore what follows is understood to be
said by the grace of the Lord.

Or if necessity should befall him: for this rea-
son we ought to await the grace of the one who
releases. For did he, in necessity, that is, in temp-
tation, have confidence in his merits in the sight
of God? Or if he should call upon Him, will He
hear him? if he calls as if with confidence in his
own works, which are nothing.

Wherefore I will announce to you what is in
the hand of the Lord: what God disposes. Behold,
you all know that you speak vain things vainly:
for this reason, grace must now be awaited. For
how has he who speaks vain things vainly alleged
the merits of his works?

But the possession of the powerful will come
from the Almighty upon them: that the powerful
may possess them, that is, the devil and his an-
gels. Moreover, he calls them powerful because
these men will be weakened by following vanity,
so that those leaders and princes of vanity may
prevail over them: just as the Lord also calls him

67



ANNOTATIONS ON JOB

strong (Luke 11:21), for no other reason than that
he holds the weak.

But if his sons be many, they shall be for
slaughter. He calls them his sons, who imitate
him in seducing, the persuader of false dogmas
unto damnation.

Butif they become young men, they shall bein
need: that is, if they are confirmed in error, they
shall be in need; for vanity has not satisfied them.

And those who are around him shall die by
death: those who are most like him in seducing.

And he will not have mercy on their widows:
the peoples whom he seduced with them, de-
serted by the death of their husband, as if he had
kept a conjugal faith with them in the promise of
error.

But if he should also gather silver like earth:
thatis, if the prudent and wise, while they are still
earth and clay, that is, while they still feel foolish
and carnal things, should consent to them; after-
wards, being corrected and knowing, they will be
converted to the just.

For their houses will be like moths and spi-
ders, which it has preserved: the heart, or the
conscience. Or by "house" he meant the defenses
by which they protect themselves, which are
indeed cunning and hidden, but most weak, like
the cocoon of a moth in which it hides itself, and
the den of a spider, into which it covers itself
by retreating, and closes it. "Which it has pre-
served," however, is understood as itself in that
den; because not all spiders do this: on account
of the spontaneous and internal corruption of
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iniquitous thought, and on account of the useless
works which the impious man has, as it were,
diligently preserved for himself in his house.

The rich man shall sleep, and shall not add to
it: because after death he will not add riches to his
impieties.

He has opened his eyes, and he is not. For in
the resurrection he will not find himself rich, as
he had thought.

The heat shall take him, and he shall depart:
either the heat of the sea, the tribulation of the
world; or the heat by which the grasses that have
no root wither.

And it will blow him from his place: either
from his hope; or God will blow him from his
place, so that he may not be in the place of God,
thatis, in the people whom God has inhabited.

And He will cast upon him, and will not spare:
as it were a mound of punishments.

He will clap his hands over him: asitis said, "I
also will laugh at your destruction” (Prov. 1:26):
for he will not mourn over the perdition of the
impious.

For there is a place for silver whence it comes:
the prudent, who are more engaged in action. But
aplace for gold, whereitis purified: the wise, who
are in contemplation. For iron is made from the
earth. These metals are to be taken indifferently
in a good sense; for he said iron for this reason,
because it makes no difference, as if he were
speaking of iron in a higher sense: although by
iron the strong can be understood. For in truth
there is no distinction in the wisdom of men who

69



ANNOTATIONS ON JOB

are in it. But bronze is excluded in the same way
as stones: because the whole is separated from
the earth: to show that for this reason the good
are mixed with the evil for a time, because the
good are separated from the evil themselves, and
through them are purified like metals necessary
for a work or a building; since they themselves
need to be smelted and formed from the earth,
whence they are also to be separated, so that
after this separation the earth may have its own
place and order, just as the impious do through
damnation according to their merits. And he
himselfhasfound every end: what to lead to what
end. But he said 'found,' meaning 'instituted.’
The stone of darkness and the shadow of death.
The stone, that is, the Old Testament, was given
to darkness and the shadow of death, that is, to
those who follow carnal things, although they
expected these things from the one God: whence
the proud did not cleave the torrent, that is, they
did not pass through the fleetingness of temporal
things to any solidity, but were carried away by
that very fleetingness. And the cleaving of the
torrent was made by the ash: that is, by one con-
fessing his sins, and not being proud of the merits
of his works: which was done through the grace
of the New Testament. The cleaving of the torrent
by the ash: by men. And they were moved by men
—by flatterers, while God did not rebuke—losing
their primacy over the very things that had been
promised to them. The earth from which bread
came forth: itis to be understood, I say that those
were moved from whom, as from the earth, the
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bread of the Lord came forth. And he is to burn it:
the Lord will burn the unfaithful one with celes-
tial judgment. The place of sapphire, its stones:
the order, the place of sapphire, that is, of what
is precious and necessary for the building of the
celestial city. And mounds of gold are for it: the
gold foritisnotasmallamount, but mounds. The
path which the bird has not known: the humility
of the Lord. Nor has the eye of the vulture seen it:
of the devil. The lion does not pass over it: being
proud in its strength. He has stretched out his
hand on the hardest stone. For God is able to raise
up children to Abraham from stones (Matthew
3:9). And he broke the banks of the rivers: so
that he might irrigate everything. For by rivers
he means the preachers of the word. Indeed, they
wished to be contained within their own banks,
so as to preach only to the circumcision. But my
eye has seen every precious thing: the human eye,
through the Word made flesh. He has revealed
the depth of the rivers. The virtues of tolerating
persecutions in martyrdom are hidden and deep
in man, until they are revealed by the trial of per-
secution. And he showed his power in the light:
in those to whom he said, 'You are the light of the
world' (Matthew 5:14). Through whom also a not
small part of the Jews was converted. The abyss
said, 'It is not in me.' Therefore men situated in
the abyss will not be able to find it, because it is
not in it. Enclosed gold will not be given for it:
that is, a treasure. It will not be inferior to the
gold of Ophir: as if he were to say, 'Seek it even
so, since it is not inferior to the gold of Ophir.'
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Gold and glass will not be equal to it. Either some
beautiful glass is to be understood; or because
there are men who love glass more than wisdom.
And its exchange, golden vessels: they are not,
you understand. And the high things and Gabis
will not be in memory: they will be for oblivion
in comparison with it. Or, 'the high things and
Gabis,' as if to say that whatever is proud should
not be in memory, so that through humility you
may draw wisdom from hidden things. Whence
is wisdom found? He says, because man could not
find it except through grace, therefore the heart
must be turned to God. Itis hidden from the eyes
of every man: because it is not for the insensible.
Perdition and death have said: the lost and the
dead, when they live in delights. The Lord has
commended its way: humility, which is hidden
from the birds of the air. And he himself knows
its place. Who is the place of wisdom, if not the
Father? For whenitis said, '1in him, and hein me'
(John 10:38); they are, as it were, places for each
other. For he himself perceives everything that is
under heaven. He knows these things in the same
way that he made them, and not in a sensible
manner. The weights and measures of the winds.
The whole of creation is signified by a part. And
well did he say that all things were made by
weight, measure, and number (Wisdom 11:21), in
which the Creator is understood. When he made
it, he saw it, he numbered it. He did not look
outside himself to make it; but within himself,
like an artisan. And a way for the voices of the
tempests: 'tempests' is put for 'temptations'; and
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'temptations' for those who are tempted: just as
'voices of shipwreck' would be said for 'voices of
the shipwrecked.' Then he saw it, and declared it.
In predestination the Lord saw the way by which
the tempted would turn themselves. He prepared
and investigated it: in predestination, not in ac-
tion.
## [Job XXIX]

*Who will restore me to the months of former
days?* This seems to be said in the person of
the Church together with Christ its head, as if
the whole man himself were speaking in a time
of abundant tribulations and temptations, as in
these days, of which the Lord says: *The days will
come when you will desire to see one of these
days, and you will not see it* (Luke 17:22). For at
the time when the Lord was on the earth, there
was no anxiety, although the Christian people
was still small, consisting of those who had be-
lieved in him, among whom were more than five
hundred brethren, to whom he also deigned to
appear after the resurrection, as the Apostle says
(1 Cor.15:6). Therefore, there was no anxiety then,
either that the Church might be badly governed
by evil men, or that it might be torn apart by the
snares of heresies or schisms. For it did not suffer
even physical persecutions; it endured no adver-
sities, either from within or from without.

Job, therefore, speaks in the person of man,
that is, of the people belonging to the New
Testament, desiring those days, as the Lord had
foretold. And perhaps for this reason he called

73



ANNOTATIONS ON JOB

them *months*, not years, because from the time
the Lord chose the disciples until the passion, it
was not years, but months.

*When his lamp shone over my head:* either
the visible flesh of the Lord present, or the word
from the mouth of him who was corporally pre-
sent.

*When the word of the Lord watched over
my house™ for the diligence of guarding one's
conduct.

*And my children were around me:* those
who humbly obeyed, administering necessities.

*When butter flowed through my paths:*
through my customs, the exultation of faith and
good works.

*When my mountains abounded with milk:*
The Prophets were well explained to the little
ones.

*When I went out in the morning to the city:*
either when clarity was already dawning, the
darkness of fear having passed; or at the begin-
ning of the Church, so as to be not quite hidden,
not quite manifest.

*And my chair was set for me in the streets:*
the authority to teach was conferred upon me by
the crowds.

*Seeing me, the young men hid themselves:*
those given to concupiscence.

*But the old men rose up:* the prudent.

*And the powerful ceased to speak:* those
who were proud of their doctrines.

*Because the ear heard, and blessed me.* *A
people whom I did not know has served me,
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at the hearing of the ear they have obeyed me*
(Psalm 17:45).

*And the eye that saw me turned away:* of the
unbelieving Jews.

*And the mouth of the widow blessed me:*
of that soul which renounced its marriage to the
devil. *Behold, a dead man was being carried out,
the only son of his mother, and she was a widow™
(Luke 7:12).

*And I was clothed with judgment as with
a cloak:* in preferring spiritual things to carnal
ones, *let not your left hand know what your
right hand is doing* (Matt. 6:3), that is, with
what intention it works: for with the left hand
covered, the right is extended in the wearing of a
cloak; which he does, who rightly judges to what
end his work should be referred.

*1 searched out the cause which I knew not.*
*Behold, we have left all things, and have fol-
lowed you; what then shall we have?* (Id. 19:27).
He says it was part of his happiness that he had
someone from whom to inquire about the future
judgment.

*I broke the jaws of the wicked:* so that they
could no longer devour the people from the food
of bread.

*My age will grow old; like the palm tree, I will
live a long time:* it will be prolonged, and I will
be like the palm tree in everlasting honor, and
loftiness, and uprightness.

*And dew will abide in my harvest.* From
when the field is sown and sprouts, it is called a
harvest.
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*My glory is new with me:* that s, of the New
Testament.

*And my bow will proceed in my hand:* I will
do what I command.

*And to my word they added nothing.* It sig-
nifies the perfection of the Gospel: for the word
given to the Synagogue needed addition.

*But they rejoiced when I spoke to them:*
because the prior speech contained fear, the sub-
sequent one, charity.

*But if I also laughed at them, they did not
believe:* concerning those things which he spoke
in parables in such a way that he was not under-
stood; yet he was not thought to say vain things,
as the words seemed to sound. This is the laugh-
ter of Sarah (Gen. 18:10), which signified that they
did all things in prophecy: whence those who say
something figuratively.

*I chose their way, and sat as chief:* either by
taking on mortality, or by dining with publicans
and sinners, but in such a way that I was their
prince unto salvation.

*And I dwelt as a king surrounded by the
mighty:* those who, having left their own things,
followed him.

*As one comforting the sorrowful.* He speaks
of those who rejoiced in hope, while they were
sad about the present life. *Blessed are they who
mourn* (Matt. 5:5), as was said; and, *As sorrow-
ful, yet always rejoicing® (2 Cor. 6:10).

who cannot attain that greatness of which it
was said, *But whoever does and so teaches, he
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shall be called great in the kingdom of heaven*
(Matt. 5:19).

[Job 30] But now the lowest laugh at me, now
those younger in time admonish me: because
such men were also born later in the Church,
and they do not profit very much. He said, "they
admonish me," because through ecclesiastical
honors they receive the power of preaching to
the people, which they themselves do not prac-
tice. Whose parents I despised. He said "their
parents," of whom they are sons by imitation, to
whom it was then said, "Woe to you, Scribes and
Pharisees, hypocrites" (Matthew 23:13). And the
power of their hands was as nothing to me: the
power of the parents, who at that time were so
powerful that they crucified the Lord. In him all
life was perishing: because they did not correct
themselves even at the end. Unstable from want
and hunger: from various insatiable desires. Who
fled into the desert yesterday: betaking them-
selves to the excuse of the Law, which they did
not understand simply; and because they had
received it in the desert, "fleeing into the desert
yesterday." For just as "today" pertains to the
New Testament, so "yesterday" pertains to the
Old: for of the New it is said, "Today if you shall
hear his voice, harden not your hearts" (Psalm
94:8); and, "You are my Son, today I have begot-
ten you" (Psalm 2:7). Who gnawed the bark of
trees: because they had the figures of the Law, by
which wines were covered, for food. Whose food
was the root of herbs: the sacraments which they
were commanded to celebrate corporally, as if
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adhering to the earth; from which, however, the
fruit of simple understanding might arise and be
carried above the earth into freedom, to which
they could not attain. Dishonored, and cast
down, and wanting in all good: having lost the
honor of primacy, from the hope of the promise;
because they had both lost the earthly gift itself
for their merits, and they do not possess the
kingdom of heaven. Who ate the roots of trees, on
account of greathunger. What was said about the
roots of herbs, on account of the fruit of grain, this
is to be understood about the roots of trees, on ac-
count of the fruit of wine and oil. For the Church
has received all these spiritual fruits, whose
roots entangled in the earth were the sacraments
which the Jews were compelled to observe corpo-
rally: the sabbath, circumcision, and victims, and
other such spiritual foods. Thieves have risen
up against me: who have attained to undue
honors, which are proper to the just, through
dark fallacies. Whose houses were caves of rocks:
who defended their concupiscences and covered
them with certain obscurities of the divine Books.
And they cried out among the trees. Their sins
were manifest, although they tried to cover them
with the obscurity of the Scriptures, as if with
the shadows of trees. Hence it is, "The cry of
Sodom has come up to me" (Genesis 18:20). And
in many places Scripture uses "cry" for manifest
sins: so that "word" is whatever is conceived in
the heart; "cry" is when it proceeds into deed.
Who dwelt under the roots of the earth. They
can be understood to dwell not merely among
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the roots, but even below the roots, who keep
the precepts even carnally. For roots are not the
fruits themselves, but that from which the fruit-
bearing parts arise, whether of trees or of herbs:
if, however, it is a fruit-bearing kind, because
roots of a non-fruit-bearing kind are also spoken
of. Sons of fools and of the ignoble: of the Jews;
for he called these their parents above on account
of imitation, because these too walk under the
name of God, whom they do not worship. But
he calls the Jews foolish and ignoble, who on
the contrary, not only trusted that they were
guides of the blind, but also that they were sons
of Abraham, by which father they boasted them-
selves to be noble. But when they hear, "They are
blind, guides of the blind" (Matthew 15:14), they
are shown to be foolish; and when they hear, "If
you are the children of Abraham, do the works
of Abraham" (John 8:39), by degenerating they
are shown to be ignoble. Name and honor extin-
guished from the earth. For it was, but it has
been extinguished. But now I am their cithara:
of these, whose fathers they are, who had me
for the ear, not for the heart. And they have me
for a fable: an empty and useless narration and
hearing, although they both narrate and hear me.
They have abhorred me, departing far off: made
far from justice by sinning, and execrating the
precepts of justice with evil habits. Nor did they
spare to spit in my face. For the face of Christ is
to be execrated by those who abhor his precepts
with contempt. Or, they made me known in a bad
light by the depravity of their habits. For opening
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his quiver he afflicted me: the secrets of things,
whence temptations arise. And they have put
a bridle in my face: that I might unwillingly con-
sent to them, carrying them as they lead where
they wish, to their own depths. And sprouting on
therighthand they have risen up: and by favoring
and advising well they haveindeed arisen, so that
they might fulfill their own desires, not by perse-
cuting. They have bound my feet with fetters: of
ecclesiastical duties, so that they could not flee
them. My paths have been destroyed: so that
they might not appear, through which the good
are accustomed to walk, not seeking their own
things, but those of Christ (Philippians 2:20). For
he has stripped me of my robe: of my former
authority, to which one is accustomed to yield;
which happens when the multitude and custom
of sins prevail. And he has wounded me with his
darts: with precepts, by which I see evils, and
because I cannot restrain them, I am tormented.
He has used me as he wished: God has even used
my calamity and misery for His justice, as He
wished. I am wrapped in sorrows: I suffer both
in myself and in others. Without are fightings,
within are fears (2 Corinthians 7:5). Who is weak,
and I am not weak (2 Corinthians 11:29)? And
my sorrows are renewed, my hope departs like a
spirit. As if something empty, they have turned
to the hope of temporal things, having what I
promise. And my salvation has passed away like
a cloud: not hoping for the promised salvation,
for love of present well-being. And now my soul
will be poured out over me: by praying. But in
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the night my bones are broken: he said that the
firmness he had was snatched from him. And
my sinews are dissolved: past actions. In great
power he has seized my robe: to demonstrate
his own power, now by afflicting, and afterwards
by restoring. And he has surrounded me as with
the collar of my garment: he has left me little
authority. My portion is in earth and ashes: in
penitence, because it is the end. They stood and
considered me: and while I was lying down, the
proud stood, seeking what they might reprehend
in me. And you have cast me away from salvation.
He grieves for those who have lost the hope of
restoration. For the earth is a house for every
mortal. Therefore he says he fears death, because
his conversation is not in heaven (Philippians
3:20), according to the many who are evil in the
Church and live earthly lives. And would that I
could kill myself: so that I might die to the world.
Or I would ask another, and he would do this for
me: either a better angel, or God through whom I
might be corrected. I was waiting for good things.
He grieves, because these things happened to
him suddenly. My belly has boiled over, and will
not be silent: the inner parts, or the memory by
which he recalls what he was at first, and how he
has been afflicted in groans. And I stood in the
assembly crying out: because it was not heard in
the crowd of those who did not want to correct
themselves. My skin has been greatly blackened:
from those things which he suffered outwardly.
My cithara has been turned into mourning: the
good works, with which he joyfully praised God.
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[Job 31] Imade a covenant with my eyes. Did I
begin to hope for visible things? That I should not
think of a virgin: it is to be understood, far from
it. From this point, he begins to commemorate
the merits of the Church, in those who persevere
to the end in great temptations, with iniquity
abounding, and the charity of many growing cold
(Matthew 24:12-13). And I will not think of a
virgin: that is, of the incorruption of wisdom, or
of justice. And what other portion is there from
God above? It is understood: I will not think.
Or thus: And what is it, if not that? If I have
walked with scorners. Now it is difficult for the
good who are in the Church not to be associated
with such people. Or if my foot has hastened to
deceit: hypocrisy. Let me sow and let others eat
my fruits: as happened to the Jews, that is, to say
those things which others should do, rather than
they themselves. May I be without root upon the
earth: so that I may easily wither. For he is firm
on the earth as on a rock, who does what he says.
If my heart has followed a woman: that it might
seek its own glory among the people of God,
rather than God's, to whom alone it is rightly
due. Or if I have laid siege to her doors: I have
insidiously captured the desires of her people, or
their fear, by which they might be driven, so that
they would serve me rather than God. Let my
wife also please another: my reputation please
the devil, for when we please him, we displease
God. For he rejoices in our evils. And let my chil-
dren be humbled: my deeds, or my imitators. For
it is an untamed madness of my soul to defile a
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man's wife: by claiming her for myself. What if I
have also despised the judgment of my manser-
vant or my maidservant, when they were judged
before me: according to what is said, If therefore
you have judgments of things pertaining to this
world (I Cor. 6:4). Moreover, he called them ser-
vants, laypeople still given over to secular things.
And if there is a visitation, what answer shall I
give? In tribulation, what conscience do I have,
because I have despised these things? Were they
not conceived in the womb just as I was? In the
Sacraments. For the same things are preached to
all, the same things they believe. And were we
similarly in the womb? For one does notrenounce
differently than another, who is to serve God
fully. And from my mother's womb I was a guide
to them. For from its beginning the Church has
worked these things. Or if I have despised the
naked perishing, and have not covered him. If I
have not, by the faith of the remission of sins,
covered him who was perishing from the naked-
ness of filth, that is, of sin, as one not having a
tunic. For he already despairs because of the mul-
titude of his sins. And hence it is said, And whose
sins are covered (Psalm 31:1). If the shoulders
of the weak have not blessed me: covered with
the hope of immortality, as with a cloak from
above. But lest, after the faith of the remission
of sins, they should think it sufficient to be free
from the fear of past punishments, and should
begin to hope for temporal things, he well added:
They were warmed with the fleece of my sheep,
because they were delivered from the coldness of
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earthly hope by the consideration of them, if they
laid aside carnal things through renunciation, by
the example of the shorn flock (Canticles 4:2). If
I have lifted up my hand against the fatherless:
who, not finding a father, could follow a creature
or aman. Trusting that have much help: wishing
to dominate them. Let my shoulder depart from
my neck: which happens to those who separate
themselves from the Church, while they wish to
dominate the peoples, so that they suffer the ex-
cision of an excision. But by the shoulder or the
arm, actions are signified. For fear restrained me:
lest he should lift his hand against the fatherless.
And I will not sustain its weight: if I should wish
this, to oppress the fatherless. I have made gold
my strength: have [ presumed upon the doctrine
or wisdom of God? And if I trusted in a precious
stone: as if in my own works. If I have rejoiced,
when I had much wealth: as if from my own; so
that he who glories, may glory in the Lord (II Cor.
10:17). If I have also set my soul on innumerable
things (it is to be understood for all these: Let
my arm depart from my shoulder): that I might
beloved by many. And my heart has been secretly
deceived: the order is, If I have also set my soul
on innumerable things, and my heart has been
secretly deceived: if I have consented to such a
thought, as to presume in myself. And if I have
kissed my hand, putting it to my mouth: I have
rejoiced as if in my own works. And if I have
rejoiced at the ruin of my enemy: of the Church,
as are the persecutors of the Church. Let my ear
hear my curse: let it be brought to my sense. May
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I be defamed as a reproach among my people:
to the assembly of the saints, so that he may be
separated as one mocked. What if my handmaids
have often said: flatterers. Who will give us to be
filled with his flesh? when I was good enough:
that they might imitate carnal happiness in me.
Yet I did not do these things; for lest they should
say these things, I did not present myself as good
in such matters. The guest did not soak outside: I
received the pilgrim in the world. And if, sinning
willingly, I have hidden my sin. For if we sin
willfully after we have received the knowledge
of the truth (Hebrews 10:26). Or if I have let the
weak go out my door with an empty bosom: so
that he went out the door for the reason that his
bosom was empty. Who will grant me a hearer?
Who will grant that I may be heard? If I have
not feared the hand of the Lord: with which he
wrote, If you do not forgive, neither will your
Father forgive you (Matthew 6:15). If I have any
indictment: the order is, If I have any indictment.
And if I have not torn it upon my shoulders, and
crowned I will read it, lifting it upon my shoul-
ders: and crowned I will read it publicly, that is,
against my own face. I will set you before your
face (Psalm 49:21). Because I will be confounded
by the crown of the people; because I did not do
the Lord's command, which I had already said
I had done, by first denying that I had an indict-
ment, which is later brought against me. If the
earth has ever groaned over me: the stipendiaries
of the Church, because I am evil. Or its furrows
have wept together: where seeds are received,
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and from whence fruits are given; because I am
both evil, and I was sowing evil seeds: therefore
together. Or if | have also eaten its strength alone
without price: that mercy itself, in which he who
is catechized partakes with him who catechizes
(Galatians 6:6); that is, alone, not repaying him
who would give. Or if, deceiving, I have grieved
the soul of the Lord of the land: not showing my-
self worthy of the passion of him who poured out
his soul for me. Grieve not the holy Spirit in you
(Ephesians 4:30). Instead of wheat, let the nettle
grow for me: instead of spiritual teachers, mas-
ters with itching ears through the wranglings
of men of corrupt mind, and destitute of the
truth (I Timothy 6:5). And instead of barley, the
thorn: instead of the carnal obedient, sinners and
resisters. For Job was just in his own sight; in his
own conscience.

God has cast him down, and not man: that I
may state this reason why they were silent. And I
will not answer him with your speeches. For I will
say such things that he cannot answer me, just
as he could not answer you. Because, therefore,
I waited, and they did not speak: as if turning to
Job, he says. My belly is like a wineskin full of new
wine. Scripture commends him for this, because
he is to speak in prophecy. And like a smith's
bellows, burst open: to dissolve hardness, I speak
of force; hence he is also said to be angry. For
there would be no need for me to speak, ifyou had
answered him. Otherwise, the moths will also eat
me: either like you or like all who show partiality
to persons.
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My heartis clean in my words: not duplicitous.
The divine Spirit who made me: you understand,
'is'; so that it becomes, 'The divine Spirit *is* he
who made me.' How then do you say, 'I am just,
and he has not heard me'? as if Job had said it to
an adversary. For the Lord speaks once: as if the
Lord made the call of all the just at once, and
divine providence works this out temporally for
each individual. Through a dream, or in a visita-
tion of the night: either in ignorance or in tribu-
lation. Or as a cruel fear falls upon men, when
they sleep in their chambers: secure. And he may
deliver his body from ruin: figuratively, like the
bones. And he has spared his soul from death:
when he has converted him, he will spare him.
Because war is to come, and again he will reprove
him in sickness upon his bed: after conversion,
he now tests him, lest he presume upon himself.
And the multitude of his bones has wasted away:
confidence in oneself. And he will not be able to
take any food: consolation from temporal things.
And he will renew his body, like plaster on a wall:
a change of life: and here figuratively, on account
of the building, that is, into society. And he will
make his flesh soft like a child's: lest he be hard
with pride; according to what Elihu sees, the
humble Job is tempted through renewal. And he
entered with a cheerful face with a profession:
prepared for temptations. Save my soul, lest I
come into corruption: here is the temptation of
death. Three times with the man: of conversion,
of testing, of death. But he delivered my soul from
death: because this of death still remains, '"That
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my soul may praise him in the light.' Therefore,
prayers will now cease, because there will be no
need.

[Ibid., XXXIV.] But Elihu, answering, said.
How is it said, "And he added"? And you who
have knowledge, perceive with your ears: with
spiritual ones. Because the ear tests words: this
carnal one. What is good, that Job said, "I am
just"? What good did he say because he said it?
And in my judgment he has lied. Hence it is, "I
waited for good things" (Job 30:26): therefore,
contrary to hope, which is, "he has lied." Who
is a man like Job? These are still the words of
Job. For he said, "He who has walked with God
will not be visited." Here he thinks him deceived,
because hoping for this he did all those things: or
certainly, that he thinks that he who has walked
with the Lord is not visited for good. Far be
impiety from the Lord: either that He should not
visit for good him who has walked with Him;
or even if He should visit in temptation, that He
should act impiously and unjustly. He is impious
who says to the king, "You act unjustly." But you
ought not to say that, you who are not impious.
Well, "he who says"; not, "he who will have said,"
lest it should now also be for this reason: as it
is said, "It is done," he who does this. Most impi-
ously, to the princes: as if he should say to the
Angels, "Unless Michael were your prince, you
act most impiously." Or if it is said so impiously
to princes, how much more so to the king? For
they made ill use when the weak were excluded.
They made poor use of their exclusion, when on
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account of their weakness they were excluded
from that vision by which all things are seen to be
most orderly ordained and administered by God.
But they made poor use of it in this, that they
preferred to follow their own spirit, thinking that
God does not care for these things: for from this it
will come to them in vain, thatin their necessities
they cry out and ask a man, when they ought to
have asked God. Neither will there be a place, and
there is no shadow of death, that those who do
iniquity may hide. The shadow of death is not for
this, that they may hide: as it is, "The old do not
have wisdom" (Job 32:9); because old age is not
the cause of wisdom: and, "Donot greet a heretic"
(Titus 3:10), lest it be from that, insofar as he is a
heretic. And he will overturn the night, and they
will be humbled: so that what was under them
may be over them; that is, that what was subject
to them may press upon them. And he extin-
guished the impious; they seemed to themselves
to shine. And they did not know His justices. He
says what good God has made from their iniquity:
thatthe cry of the poor may be brought to him. He
will give quiet, and who will be able to condemn?
Not such as men seek, which is disturbed by
those tribulations. If God justifies, who is he that
condemns (Romans 8:33, 34)? And against man
at the same time: against Gentiles and Jews. Who
makes a hypocritical man to reign because of the
perversity of the people: to whom it is said, "You
therefore who teach another, do you not teach
yourself" (Romans 2:21). "I will see for myself;
you show me: in reproving you, do I perhaps not
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see that I myself should be reproved?" It should
be pronounced interrogatively. "If | have wrought
iniquity, I will not add to it": having been cor-
rected by you. Does he demand it of you, because
you have rejected it? because you have reproved
it. And a wise man will hear my word: that God
cares for all things. But Job did not speak in
wisdom: thinking that something had happened
to him unjustly from God.
## CHAPTER 35

Why have you thought this in judgment? Why
have you judged this? Who are you, who have
said, "I am just," before the sight of the Lord?
Before the sight of the Lord you have said, "I am
just." For each is reprehensible in a man: the one,
if it is said proudly, or if it is false that he is just,
even according to human justice; the other, how-
ever, because it can never be truly said by a man
that he is just before the sight of God, compared
to whom anyone is unjust.

Or you say, "What does it profit you, or what
shall 1do, if I have sinned?" For Job seems to have
said this to God, as if either his sin profits God,
so that he is driven to impiety by this pain, where
he says, "Do not teach me to be impious: or is it
good for you if I have acted unjustly" (Job 10:2,
3)? Or as if he harms God by sinning, and for that
reason God pursues him thus, pressing him as
his enemy, lest he suffer some evil from him. For
he had also said this, "If I have sinned, what can
I do to you" (Job 7:20)? To both, therefore, Elihu
responded in the following words.
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"I will give you an answer, and to my three
friends. Look to the heaven, and see; look upon
the clouds, how high they are from you. If you
have sinned, what do you accomplish?" He con-
firms what was said by him, "If I have sinned,
what can I do to you." "Or if you have done
many unjust things, what will you be able to do?"
"You have done many unjust things" is more than
what he said above, "you have sinned." But yet
what will you be able to do to God, when you
cannot even harm the clouds?

"And if you are just, what will you give him?"
On the contrary, just as your justice profits him
nothing, so your injustice harms him nothing.
"Or what may he receive from your hand?" even if
you should wish to give; on account of sacrifices,
which fools think God accepts as if needing them.

"To a man like yourself is your impiety, and
to a son of man your justice™: either the one
harms, or the other profits. But with these verses
he confirmed, rather than refuted, the opinion
that Job stated, "If I have sinned, what can I do
to you?" Consequently, therefore, it is necessary
that he show why in this life men are afflicted
by the injuries of the wicked, among whom also
the devil with his angels is numbered, the prince
of all injuries and iniquities. For since sinners
cannot harm God, why does he hand them over
to the power of the wicked to be afflicted? And he
explains hereafter, saying,

"From the multitude they will cry out, they
will cry aloud from the arm of the many. And he
did not say, 'Where is God who made me?'" For
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they suffer these things for this purpose: that
they might seek God, not that they might cry out
in vain. And that he says, "who made me," is for a
proof that He will not abandon the one who seeks
Him, whom He Himself made.

"Who distributes the watches of the night":
the times of this age ordered under certain
powers, because not even in this night of error
will He who made him abandon man without a
guardian.

"Who separates me from the four-footed
beasts of the earth, and has made me wiser than
the birds of the sky." For thus is the Lord to
be sought in the afflictions of this life, that we
may not desire earthly goods from him; because
we are already better than the beasts, before we
receive them.

"There they will cry out; and you will not
hear." "There," he said, in the multitude, in the
affliction of those crying out, and from the arm of
the many: or certainly, "There," for this reason; as
it is, "There have they fallen who work iniquity"
(Psalm 35:13). And when he said, "you will not
hear," he was speaking of him. "From the injuries
of the wicked": it is to be understood, "they will
cry out."

"For the Lord does not wish to see vain
things." He does not wish to help those asking for
vain things, and those not crying out in affliction
in order to receive eternal goods, although for
this reason they were separated from the beasts
of the earth and made wiser than the birds of the
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sky: but they cry out because they are not happy
in the iniquity of this world.

"For the Almighty Himself perceives those
who do justice, and He will save me." Just as He
Himself, who perceives the innermost things of
the heart, sees those who do them, so He saves
them with that salvation which He Himself sees
in secret. "Because eye has not seen, nor ear
heard, nor has it entered into the heart of man,
what things God has prepared for those who love
him" (1 Cor. 2:9). Therefore, even if the vain salva-
tion of man is disturbed, yet the Father, who sees
in secret, gives help from tribulation (Matt. 6:4).

"Therefore, judge him, if you can praise him,
as heis." For Job seemed to say this, when he said,
"Would that there were an arbiter for us" (Job
9:33)!

"And now, because he is not visiting his wrath,
nor has he taken vehement notice of transgres-
sions." He has taken notice for the purpose of
vengeance. Whence it is said, "For I know my
iniquity": and in the same place, "Turn away your
face from my sins" (Psalm 50:5, 11). Therefore, he
has taken notice of transgressions, for thatis why
men suffer tribulations in this age: but not vehe-
mently, because by correcting in part, he gives a
place for repentance.

"And Job opened his mouth in vain; in his
ignorance he multiplies words."

Bear with me a little, that I may teach you: for
there are still words in me: taking up my knowl-
edge from afar.
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For as long as we are in this body, we are
pilgrims away from the Lord (II Cor. V, 6).

But I will speak by my works which are just.

Lest it be said to him what God says to the
sinner, Why do you declare my justices, and take
my covenant in your mouth? But you have hated
instruction (Psalm XLIX, 16, 17)?

Therefore, here one must speak by works: for
knowledge is received from afar, in part and in an
enigma.

But when that which is perfect has come, that
which is in part will be done away (I Cor. XIII, 12);
and it will no longer be from afar, for we shall see
him as heis (I John III, 2).

In truth, and you will not unjustly understand
unjust words.

He says that the very things which Job suffered
are the words of God in truth, and not unjust: but
he thinks that they are unjustly understood by
him, whom he believes to be complaining thathe
suffers undeservedly, since even concerning the
tribulation of the justit has been said, The time is
that judgment should begin at the house of God
(I Peter IV, 17).

And know that the Lord will not cast off the
innocent: although he chastises him whom he
loves, and scourges every son whom he receives
(Heb. XII, 6).

Strong in the might of his heart, he does not
give life to the impious: although for a time he
may seem to spare him.

And well is it said, "Strong in the might of
his heart," because he will not give him life then,
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when he seeks a place for late repentance with
tears and does not find it, nor will he bend to
mercy the one who judges strongly, whom he
now scorns as he mercifully admonishes.

And he will give judgment to the poor: by
which they may judge those from whom they
suffer iniquity.

And well is it said "of the poor," so that you
may understand the "impious" above as the rich
man, thatis, the proud.

He will not take away his eyes from the just
man.

Even when he tests him as in a furnace with
the temptation of tribulation (Ecclus. XXVII, 6),
he will not take from him the understanding by
which God is known and worshipped.

From which he sufficiently shows that the
punishment of the impious is blindness itself,
even when they seem to be spared.

And with kings on the throne: itis understood,
he has made them sit, that s, the just.

Moreover, he calls those kings who rule their
own flesh; whence comes that passage, What
king, going to make war against another king
(Luke X1V, 31), etc.

And he has made them sit forever, and they
will be exalted.

And here what he said above is understood,
"with kings on the throne."

But he said, "they will be exalted," because
they have been humbled.

And they who have been bound with fetters.
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From which bond the Apostle says it is good
for him to be dissolved and to be with Christ
(Phil. I, 23); that is, the restraints of this life, in
which the body that is corrupted weighs down
the soul (Wisdom IX, 15).

They will be taken in the cords of poverty.

They will be convicted by the long habits of
carnal delights, which arise from the want of
things by which mortal life is sustained and car-
ried on.

And their works will be announced to them.

Certainly not good ones, whether those very
concupiscential ones, of which it is said, I know
that in my flesh dwells no good thing (Rom. VII,
18); which, even if they do not reign in our mortal
body to be obeyed, are nevertheless not absent:
or those by which man has deserved to come to
these things from the transmission of sin.

And their offenses, when they have been
strengthened.

These are the same works he mentioned
above. For they cannot easily be announced, that
is, manifested, to the weak; but to those who have
already progressed so far that they have passed
beyond all that iniquity which is commonly
known in the most open shameful and criminal
acts.

But he will hear the just man: namely, him
who lives by faith (Habac. II, 4), so that he
may attribute it to the grace of God, not to his
own merits, not only that he has been justified
according to the manner of this life, but also what
remains, that he may be freed from the whole
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evil of his offenses: which the truth announces to
the faithful, when they have been strengthened,
when they are taken in the cords of poverty; for
they are still bound with fetters, not yet exalted
to sit on the throne with kings forever.

And he said that they will be converted from
iniquity.

And he said, it must be understood, God.

If they hear, and serve, they will complete
their days in good things, and their years in glory.

Then indeed there will be no sin in man, be-
cause there will be no contention of death, that
is, the want of mortality, which was made from
sin, when it will be said, O death, where is thy
contention? (I Cor. XV, 55)?

But the impious he will not make safe; because
they were unwilling to know the Lord.

This seems to pertain more to the Gentiles.

And when they were warned, they were dis-
obedient.

This pertains to the Jews, and all who are like
them through disobedience, even in the Church.

And the hypocrites in heart will set forth fury:
by which they crucified the Lord.

They will not cry out, because he has bound
them: with the honor of his name above all
nations.

Therefore let their soul die in youth: in the
pride with which they exalted themselves as if
from the merits of their own works.

And let their life be wounded by angels.

It is more fittingly understood as by the mes-
sengers of truth, to some of whom it is the odor
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of life unto life, to others the odor of death unto
death (1I Cor. II, 16).

Because they have afflicted the weak and the
powerless: that weak thing of God, which is
stronger than men (I Cor. I, 25).

But he will establish the judgment of the
meek: the Lord himself, by the example of his
own meekness, deferring even the vengeance of
those who imitate him, but which is nevertheless
certain to come.

And because the abyss has deceived you from
the mouth of the enemy.

It deceived, as it seemed to his persecutors,
the depth of this world deceived Christ from the
mouth of a false witness: for he turns his speech
to the Lord himself.

They were poured out beneath it: it is to be un-
derstood, they deceived you; for, weighed down
by earthly desires, they are said to be poured out
beneath the abyss.

And your table has come down full of fatness:
the Sacrament of his body and blood, the bread
which came down from heaven (John VI, 50).

Judgment will not fail the just.

Although the poor eat and are satisfied, in im-
itation of the Lord's passions, prepared from the
fullness of charity; yet for that reason he does not
fail to execute their judgment quickly.

And wrath will be upon the impious, on
account of the impiety of the gifts which they
received for their iniquities.
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He calls all gifts whatever temporal advan-
tages for the sake of which iniquities are commit-
ted.

Let not the will of your soul turn you away.

It is said to the Lord, not with the authority
of one admonishing or the boldness of one
commanding, but with the speech of prophecy
foretelling future things through the imperative
mood; as it is, Gird your sword upon your thigh,
O most mighty one (Psalm XLIV, 4).

From the prayers of the weak: when they are
in need, crying out, O wretched man that I am,
who shall deliver me from the body of this death?
(Rom. VII, 24)?

And all who have strength: presuming on their
own works, and wishing to establish their own
justice (I1d. X, 3).

Do not draw them out by night.

Letitbe manifest that you separate them from
your people, whether those proud ones who were
broken from the olive tree, or the branches cut
from the vine, whence heresies and schisms have
arisen.

That peoples may ascend in their place; that
the weak things of this world may be inserted,
confounding the strong (I Cor. I, 27). For he who
humbles himself will be exalted; and he who
exalts himself will be humbled (Luke X1V, 11).

But take care that you do nothing unseemly:
lest the name of the Lord God and his doctrine be
blasphemed, while they say, whose judgment is
just, Let us do evil that good may come (Rom. III,
8).
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For you have chosen this above want.

Not only have you chosen the want of one who
confesses, but above this, the beauty of life and
morals, so that salutary doctrine may be adorned
in all things.

Behold, God will console, or, will be strength-
ened in his fortitude.

For although he was crucified through weak-
ness, yet he lives by the power of God (II Cor. XIII,
4).

For who is powerful like him? or who is there
that may examine his works?

asifjudging him, when he himselfis the judge
of the living and the dead.

Or who is there that may say, He has done
unjustly?

Remember that his works are great, which
men have praised: the Evangelists and all preach-
ers of the word, their life conforming to their
ministry.

Every man looks to him: mindful of human
weakness.

Whoever are men who are pricked with com-
punction: they are men by the penitence of their
sins.

Behold, God is great, and we shall not know
him. Great, because as sin abounded, grace has
abounded more (Rom. V, 20). But "we shall not
know" is said from the perspective of those of
whom a partial blindness has occurred, until the
fullness of the Gentiles should come in (Id. XI,
25).
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The number of his years is infinite: this is
stated on account of eternity.

But to him the drops of rain are countable.

For this, that the Gospel has filled men as
preachers, is countable until the consummation
of the age, until the knowledge which is partial is
taken away, and that which is perfect comes, face
to face (I Cor. XIII, 12).

The rain will be poured out through its own
paths.

For the ways of the wicked will not receive it.

Clouds will flow, and they will grow dark over
very many men.

Because even if the Gospel is veiled, it is veiled
in those who are perishing.

He has appointed an hour for the beasts of
burden, and they know the order of their resting
place.

For the ox has known his owner, and the ass
his master's crib (Isai. I, 3).

In all these things his soul is not astonished.

The beginning of wisdom is the fear of the
Lord (Psalm CX, 10).

Nor is your heart changed from the body: so
that, beinglifted up from the earth, it may be held
up to the Lord.

If he has thought to spread out a cloud: that
those who see may become blind (John IX, 39).

Likewise as he spread it out through the taber-
nacle.

For dwelling in mortal flesh as in a tabernacle,
he was notrecognized by his persecutors through
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it, while he yielded to them, and stretched it out
and expanded it on the cross.

Behold: he pours out his light over all things,
which he had hidden when a partial blindness
occurred in Israel, he pours it out over all nations.

And he covers the roots of the sea.

Hereproves the cupidity of the world. For light
does not cover to hide, but to manifest. For in
them he has judged the peoples, showing them
their sins through the light of truth.

He will give food to many: certainly to those
who acknowledge, when their sins are reproved,
and who hunger and thirst for justice.

In his hands he has covered the light.

If this is from the word immanes (cruel); for
those who do not forgive men their sins, when
they wish their own to be forgiven by God: but
if it is from the word manus (hands); for those
who are puffed up by their hands, thatis, by their
works, justifying themselves.

For he "covered the light," he said this, so
that it might not be seen by them; because their
foolish heart was darkened (Rom. I, 21).

And he commanded the contrary concerning
it: that those who do the truth, either by forgiving
that they may be forgiven, or by confessing their
evil deeds that they may be subject to the grace
of God, they themselves may come to the light,
that their works may be made manifest, because
they are wrought in God (John III, 21), not in
themselves. For the merciful is contrary to the
cruel, and the humble to the proud.
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That he might announce it concerning his
friend: concerning that light, that is, about that
which he covered, to hide it from the cruel and
ungrateful; that he might announce it, that is,
reveal it, no longer to a servant under the Law,
but to one reconciled by grace; or to "his friend,"
his imitator: because the son of man also came
not to be ministered unto, but to minister (Matth.
XX, 28).

A possession for those who strive to ascend:
that they may possess that light, who draw
themselves out from earthly things. For it is an-
nounced to them who are still striving to ascend,
because when they have ascended, there will be
no need of an announcer for those who see face
to face.

But as for what he says, "they strive to ascend
against him," itis not as adversaries, but as going
to meet him; as the Apostle says, to meet Christ (I
Thess. 1V, 16).

[Ib. XXXVIL.] At this also my heart was as-
tounded: with admiration. And it was torn from
its place: from the earthly things in which it de-
lighted, that it might be held up to the Lord.

Hear the sound of his terror and his voice.
Hence it appears that he says these things in the
spirit. For he begins to say why his heart was torn
from its place, namely, by the authority of the
Gospel sounding terribly throughout the whole
world: 'Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at
hand' (Matt. 3:2).
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And by the clamor of his mouth they go forth:
that is, to those who are outside, in the delights
of visible things.

He makes a circuit under the whole heaven,
and his light is to the ends of the earth: while the
Church is spread through all nations.

After him a voice will roar. After his first com-
ing, the last trumpet of his second coming will
thunder in brightness (1 Cor. 15:52, and 1 Thess.
4:15).

In the sound of his pride. He used 'pride' for
'loftiness'; because the first coming was in humil-
ity.

And he cannot be traced when his voice has
been heard. Therefore, let the Lord be sought
now, while he may be found (Isa. 55:6), that is,
be apprehended for salvation through unfeigned
faith. For then he cannot be, when he comes to
judge, and his voice has been heard saying, 'Go
into the eternal fire' (Matt. 25:41). For then the
repentance of the unbelievers will be too late and
fruitless.

The strong one will thunder wonderfully in
his voice. Because that voice of his first coming
was not of his strength, but of our weakness from
the participation in mortality, of which it is said,
'Whatis weak of God is stronger than men' (1 Cor.
1:25).

For he did great things which we knew not.
These things in the first coming; and therefore,
afterwards the judge will come to demand what
he has given. But 'which we knew not' is said
from the perspective of those from whom the
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divinity of the Lord was hidden, as they looked
upon the infirmity of the flesh.

Commanding the cloud, 'Be upon the earth":
to his own flesh, that it might be received
through the Sacrament, in memory of him (Luke
22:19-20), for the imitation of humility and the
instruction of charity.

And the storm of rain, and the storm of show-
ers of his power. For the cloud is indeed upon the
earth: but when it is to be pressed out to water
hearts through the rain and showers of the word,
which happens when the sacraments are under-
stood, it is not in our power, but in his.

He seals in the hand of every man. He signifies
to him through his works how guilty he s, so that
every man may know his own infirmity, and cry
out, 'Wretched man that I am, who will deliver
me from the body of this death?' (Rom. 7:24).

But the beasts wentin under cover, and rested
in their den. But sinners went in under the indul-
gence of grace, and rested in their conscience,
their sins having been remitted.

From the storehouses comes the storm: temp-
tation from the hidden order of things. And
from the storehouses, cold: from secret places,
judgment upon those who do not persevere; so
that their charity grows cold from the abundance
of iniquity (Matt. 24:12-13). For this deservedly
happens to them, while they place their hope not
in God, but in men.

And from the spirit of God ice will be given.
Not only will those who place their hope in men
grow cold from the abundance of the wicked; but
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also from the good works of those in whom is
the spirit of God, some are hardened as if by the
ice of envy, to whom Paul is the odor of death
unto death (2 Cor. 2:16). And who is sufficient for
these things, to understand that ice will be given
rightly and justly from the spirit of God? For just
as it happens to carnal men who praise men that
they grow cold by despairing because of men's
iniquity, so it happens to carnal men who desire
to be praised by men that they are hardened by
envying because of men's justice.

Buthe governs the water asit has pleased him:
so that it rains upon one city, and upon another
it does not rain (Amos 4:7); which, as pertains to
the spiritual shower, is according to the merits of
souls, whether submissive or not.

And the cloud has watered the wheat. Let us
therefore be wheat, if we desire to be watered.

He has scattered his light as a cloud: the
Gospel of his incarnation.

And it is turned about in a circuit; it is treated
throughout the whole world. In the rudders to do
all things that he has commanded them.

The rudders in which that cloud is turned
about in a circuit are the preachers of the word,
through whom the Churches are governed to
perform all the commandments of God.

These things have been established by him
upon the earth: by our Lord Jesus Christ.

Whether in a tribe, or in his own land.
Whether in the tribe of Judah, from which he was
born according to the flesh, and suffered, and
rose again, and ascended into heaven: for from
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this were born the Apostles, and many brethren
were found near and saved; whether called by
him before his passion, or after his ascension
by the Apostles in Jerusalem itself, and in the
Churches of Judea, which were in Christ, as
the apostle Paul commemorates, 'for the sake of
God's truth, to confirm the promises made to the
fathers.'

Or whether he willed it to be found in mercy:
thatis, he willed that cloud to be found in mercy
by the believing Gentiles. For this follows, 'But
the Gentiles to glorify God for his mercy' (Rom.
15:8-9).

Perceive these things with your ears, Job. He,
asit were, renews his intention, about to speak of
the calling of the Gentiles.

Stand, and be moved by the power of the Lord.
Do notbe moved in mind, attributing anything to
yourself.

We know that God has established his works:
certainly reproving those who glory in their own
works.

When he made light from darkness: when
he justified the impious. For you were once dark-
ness; but now you are light in the Lord (Eph. 5:8).

He knows the difference of the clouds: of some
Evangelists believing in him before the passion,
of others after the passion.

And the huge falls of the wicked: not of those
who fell away by crucifying him, that they might
afterwards repent and be baptized in him; but the
falls of those who could not be corrected, perse-
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veringly persecuting the Church even afterwards:
for their falls are not small, but huge.

Butyour robe is strong: a proud dignity; asitis
said, indeed, against him who dares to be exalted
for his own works.

When the land rests from the south wind,
will you with him establish the heavens, which
are spread out equally for all to see? By 'land
from the south wind' we fittingly understand
those of the Jews who believed in Christ. For as
the sun is more remote from the northern land,
but nearer to the southern; so those whom the
Apostle says were 'found near' the light of the
Evangelists (Eph. 2:17), are not absurdly under-
stood as the land from the south. But just as we
are accustomed to understand the heavens as the
Evangelists, as it is written, 'The heavens declare
the glory of God'; for of them it was said, 'Their
sound has gone out into all the earth, and their
words to the ends of the world' (Ps. 18:2, 5): so
we rightly understand the lands as the peoples
to whom the gospel was preached. And since
the peoples from Judea who believed, after they
rested by departing from this land (for they are
not here now), the authority of the Evangelists
was nevertheless established in the Churches
that are of the Gentiles, established, however, by
the mercy of God, no longer with the help of the
authority of the Churches of Judea which are in
Christ; for this reason the meaning is this, to be
pronounced as a question: Will you, when the
land from the south rests—that is, when there is
no longer any Christian people from the Jews in
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this life—will you with him establish the Evange-
lists and the books of the divine Scriptures, which
by the mercy of God have been poured out for
not only the Jews but also the Gentiles equally to
see? Indeed, he commends the grace and mercy
of God, lest anyone should glory in merits, which
was the pride of the Jews.

Therefore teach me what we should say to
him, and let us rest from saying many things.
Because, being convicted, there is nothing they
can say to him, having no merit of themselves,
but needing his mercy.

Are you a book or a scribe assisting me, that
standing I should make a man be silent? Why
then do you not speak, if you have something
to say? For you are not taking notes for me as
if I were dictating, so that you say nothing; but
surely we are conversing.

But the light that shines in the clouds is not
visible to all. He returns to what he was saying
about the hope of remission of sins and the illu-
mination of grace through the mercy of God: for
the light shines in the clouds. It is not, however,
proper to the clouds themselves; for they are
illuminated. For it is one thing that shines with
its own light, another that shines by being illumi-
nated. But it is not visible to all. For many think
that souls shine with their own light, when they
are wise. Hence come those who, 'claiming to be
wise, became fools' (Rom. 1:22).

And a spirit passes by, and will cleanse them.
Here he said 'spirit,' of which it is said, 'At the
rebuke of the spirit of your wrath' (Ps. 17:16); and,
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'From your spirit where shall I flee?' (Ps. 138:7).
For through the corrections of temptations their
merit is shown to men, because they themselves
are darkness by their sins, and 'are in need of
the glory of God' (Rom. 3:22), so that they may
wish to be illuminated by his light, giving honor
to him, not to themselves; and thus, having laid
aside pride, they may be cleansed from great sin:
for the Spirit of sanctification does not pass by,
but remains.

From the north, clouds of golden color. From
the most wicked impiety, and far removed from
God, they come nevertheless cleansed and con-
verted, and illuminated with wisdom: whence,
if not through grace, by which merits are not
considered, but sins are forgiven? Whence he,
when he wished to be forgiven, said, 'l will teach
the unjust your ways, and the wicked shall be
converted to you' (Ps. 50:15): like clouds from the
east or the north, now of a golden color, their
darkness having been illuminated.

In these is the great glory and honor of the
Almighty. He to whom much is forgiven, loves
much. For he who is omnipotent can also justify
the impious.

And we have not found another like him in
power. For he alone committed no sin, nor was
deceit found in his mouth (1 Pet. 2:22). For God
alone is true, but every man is a liar (Ps. 115:11):
whence he, God made man, conquered when he
was judged.

He who judges justly, do you not think he
hears? Therefore, let not man, by despairing of
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pardon, add sins to sins, asif already consigned to
damnation, because he is certain of the justice of
God, under which he cannot be unpunished. For
God judges so justly that he also hears those who
beg for pardon; and the more so, the more justly
he judges. For it is not of a just judgment to mix
penitent supplicants with those who refuse the
humility and satisfaction of penance.

Therefore men will fear him: if they remem-
ber that they are men, by confessing their sins;
because they are still men, to whom itis said, 'Are
you not men?'

The wise in heart will also fear him: lest by at-
tributing to themselves what they have received,
and by saying they are wise, they become fools.
For what is given to the humble can be taken
away from the proud. Wherefore, let the wise
also, although they are wise and kings by the
illumination of the heart, not by the boasting of
the tongue, spiritually judging the earth, while
they themselves are judged by no one (1 Cor. 2:15),
nevertheless serve the Lord in fear, and rejoice
with trembling, lest they perish from the right
way (Ps. 2:11-12). For it is God who works in them
both to will and to work, for his good pleasure
(Phil. 2:13).

And after Elihu had finished speaking, the
Lord said to Job through the whirlwind of a cloud.
Even if this voice was produced in the same man-
ner as that spoken to Moses, or in the way the
Lord showed himself to the three disciples on the
mountain; nevertheless, what is signified by the
fact that it is not said simply 'through a cloud,’
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but 'through the whirlwind of a cloud,' I believe is

this: that Job was questioned—that is, tested—
not through sound flesh, but through tribulation

and disturbance of the flesh.

Who is this who hides my counsel from me,
holding words in his heart, and thinks to give to
me? There is therefore no one who may say he
suffers something harsh undeservedly; because if
notby deeds, atleast by words one sins; and if not
by words, atleast by rash presumption within the
heart, or by the speeches of one's thoughts.

Gird your loins as a man. This signifies that
God's servants suffer hard and bitter things in
this world so that they may gather up all their
affections from the flow of earthly pleasures, and
bind them fast.

I will question you; and you shall answer me.
Where were you when I founded the earth? From
here he begins to commend the eminence of our
Lord Jesus Christ, because in him is the salvation
of all those struck by the serpent's venomous
persuasion, lest anyone think himself to be his
own salvation.

Where were you when I founded the earth?
Whether because he did not yet exist, or because
the earth was not founded through him, as
through the only Son?

Who set its measurements, if you know? Ac-
cording to the distribution of spiritual gifts.

Or who stretched out the measuring line upon
it? So as to make it hisinheritance, distinguishing
it from those to whom he says, I never knew you.
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Whoisit thatlaid its cornerstone uponit? The
one whom the builders rejected.

When the stars were made together: simulta-
neously baptized, so many thousands by the
word of life, shining among sinners as if in dark-
ness.

I shut up the sea with gates: the peoples em-
bittered by love of earthly things.

And I said: You shall come this far, and you
shall not pass beyond.

Or have you established the morning light
with me? That is, have you predestined with my
counsel the time of the resurrection?

To take hold of the wings of the earth: as itis
said, If I take up my wings in the right direction
—meaning the spiritual virtues of the faithful, by
which they are lifted above worldly enticements.

And did you, taking the clay of the earth, fash-
ion a living creature?

Or did you come to the fountain of the sea? As
he, at whose coming there lay open in confession
whatever was hidden in the hearts of the wicked,
who were justified by believing in him.

Or do you walk in the footsteps of the abyss?
The abyss is rightly understood here as secular
life, whatever exists in the depths of evils.

Or have you known the breadth under
heaven? As he knew who spread the Church
through it.

Or have you come to the treasuries of snow?
That is, have you reached that knowledge, as he
knew even the opportune causes of impending
scandals, secret and hidden?
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Who prepared a channel for the mighty rain,
and a way for the voices of the storm?

Who is the father of the rain? Like a bride-
groom who sent his sons to irrigate the earth
with the preaching of the kingdom of heaven.

From whose womb does ice come forth?

Or who has melted the face of the wicked?
That is, confounded it—who, but he who those
whom he justified, he also glorified?

Do you know the changes of heaven?

Will you call the cloud with a voice.

Will you send forth rivers with force, and they
will go? Rivers of living water shall flow from his
belly, he says.

Who gave to women the wisdom of weaving,
and the knowledge of embroidery?

Or who numbers the clouds with wisdom?
For the Lord knows those who are his: but who
among men, he says, knows this?

Or will you catch prey for the lion, or fill
the appetites of dragons? Of the devil it is said,
You shall trample the lion and the dragon—on
account of his snares and wrath.

But who has prepared food for the raven? For
his young ones cry to the Lord, wandering, and
seeking food.

If you have known the time of the rock-goats
bringing forth upon the rocks? Tp&yog means
'he-goat,’' éAapog means 'deer": the tragelaphus
is therefore an animal composed of goat and deer.
It signifies, then, a mind serving the law of God
according to the inner man.
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Or have you watched over the births of the
hinds? The Churches, in the number of the spir-
itual, with maternal affection persuading the
imitation of themselves.

And have you numbered the months of their
bearing? For they do not bring forth except
through the Gospel.

But will the rhinoceros wish to serve you? One
who is proud in the dignity of this world.

The feather of the ostriches is mingled with
the wings of the heron and the hawk.

When the time comes, it will fly up on high,
and will laugh at the horseman and his rider.

Or have you girded the horse with strength?
He seems to describe a martyr—intrepid and
eager witness of the saving faith.

Going forth into the open field, it exults. Going
forth into the light of freedom, it rejoices with the
ease of good work in the breadth of charity.

And with fury it overturns the earth. Being
angry with himself, overturning within himself
earthly desires and carnal fears.

But when the trumpet sounds, it will say,
'Good!'

And from afar it scents the battle: not as if
among the persecuting men who are seen, but
from afar—that s, far from the eyes.

Is it by your wisdom that the hawk grows
its feathers? As by the wisdom of God, which is
Christ, the new man is gradually renewed.

And is the eagle exalted at your command? As
at his command who said, When I am lifted up, I
will draw all things to myself.
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Or does the vulture remain sitting upon its
nest on the rock?

Its eyes look far off; and its young wallow
in blood. Wherever there are carcasses, they are
found at once.

The Lord answered and said. When the Lord
now, as it were, resumes his discourse—since he
himself was speaking—it is understood that Job
was struck silent in astonishment at the things
that had been said, and rested, so that he dared
to say nothing further.

Does he who disputes with the Almighty re-
main silent? That is, why are you silent while dis-
puting with the Almighty? Will he who reproves
God answer thus? One must understand: 'Does
he?' So the meaning is, does he who disputes by
answering reprove God?

But Job answered and said: Why then should I
be judged, admonished and rebuked by the Lord,
hearing such things, when I am nothing? What
answer shall I give? Thatis, what can I say against
the truth? I will place my hand upon my mouth—
thatis, I will restrain and hold back my loquacity.

I have spoken once; a second time I will not
continue. But speaking here is to be understood
as the advance of the soul into these external
things, by which it abandons God and resists
him. But now, placing his hand upon his mouth
so that he may not advance further, he promises
not to continue again, lest he withdraw from
God. Amen.
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