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C H RO N I C L E

T H E  C H R O N I C L E  O F  S T.  J E R O M E .  U P  T O  
T H I S  P O I N T,  T H E  H I S T O R Y  WA S  W R I T T E N  
B Y  E U S E B I U S ,  T H E  C O M PA N I O N  O F  PA M
P H I L U S  T H E  M A R T Y R ,  T O  W H I C H  W E  H A V E  

A D D E D  T H E  F O L L O W I N G .  ( C )

Of the Romans.
Arnobius, a famous rhetorician, is known in 

Africa, who, while he was teaching young men 
to declaim in the city of Sicca, and, still a pagan, 
was compelled to cruelty by dreams, and could 
not obtain from the bishop the faith which he 
had always attacked, composed brilliant books 
against his former religion, and finally, as if with 
certain hostages of piety, obtained the pact.

Constantine, restoring the city of Drepanum 
in Bithynia in honor of the martyr Lucian buried 
there, named it Helenopolis from the name of his 
mother.

Of the Romans.
In Antioch, the construction of the Lord's 

House, which is called the Golden, was begun.
Constantine kills his wife Fausta.
Donatus becomes known, from whom the Do

natists throughout Africa are named.
In Antioch, after Tyrannus, Vitalis is ordained 

as the 20th bishop, after whom Philogonius as 
the 21st, whom Paulinus succeeds as the 22nd, 
after whom Eustathius as the 23rd; and when 
he was driven into exile for his faith, the Arians 
have occupied the Church to the present day, 
that is, Eulalius, Eusebius, Euphronius, Placil
lus, Stephanus, Leontius, Eudoxius, Meletius, 
Euzoius, Dorotheus, and again Meletius: I have 
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C H RO N I C L E

therefore not detailed their times, because I judge 
them to be enemies of Christ rather than bishops.

Juvencus, a presbyter of Spanish nationality, 
explains the Gospels in heroic verses.

Porphyrius, having sent a distinguished vol
ume to Constantine, is freed from exile.

Athanasius is ordained as the 19th bishop of 
the Church of Alexandria, who, persecuted by the 
Arians, fled to Constantius.

Constantinople is dedicated, with the despoil
ing of almost all other cities.

The philosopher Metrodorus becomes 
known.

MARK is ordained as the 32nd bishop in Rome 
for 8 months, after whom JULIUS is ordained as 
the 33rd for 16 years and 4 months.

By an edict of Constantine, the temples of the 
gentiles were overthrown.

The Romans defeated the Goths in the region 
of the Sarmatians.

Constantius, son of Constantine, is elevated to 
the kingship.

An innumerable multitude in Syria and Cilicia 
perished from pestilence and famine.

The Sarmatian Limigantes, having formed a 
band, expelled their masters, who are now called 
the Arcaragantes, onto Roman soil.

Calocerus, having attempted a revolution in 
Cyprus, is crushed.

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Constantine, with his sons, sends honorific 

letters to Antony the monk.
Of the Romans.
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On the occasion of Constantine's thirtieth an
niversary, Delmatius is named Caesar.

Patera the rhetorician teaches most gloriously 
in Rome.

Eunomia, daughter of the rhetorician 
Nazarius, a Christian virgin, is equal to her father 
in eloquence.

Tiberianus, an eloquent man, governs the 
Gauls as praetorian prefect.

Eustathius, a presbyter of Constantinople, be
comes known: by his industry a martyrium was 
built in Jerusalem.

Constantine, baptized at the very end of his 
life by Eusebius, bishop of Nicomedia, falls into 
the Arian dogma, from which, up to the present 
time, the plundering of churches and the discord 
of the whole world have followed.

Constantine, while preparing for war against 
the Persians, dies at a public villa in Ancyron, 
near Nicomedia, in the 66th year of his age, after 
whom his three sons are named Augusti from 
being Caesars.

35th of the Romans, CONSTANTINE, CON
STANTIUS, and CONSTANS reigned for 24 years, 
5 months, and 12 days.

Ablavius, the praetorian prefect, and many 
nobles were killed.

Sapor, king of the Persians, having devastated 
Mesopotamia, besieges Nisibis for almost two 
months.

Delmatius Caesar, whom his uncle Constan
tine had left as a partner in the kingdom with 
his sons, is killed in the third year of his reign 
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by a faction of his cousin Constantius and by a 
military uprising.

James, bishop of Nisibis, becomes known, by 
whose prayers the city was often freed from dan
ger.

Of the Romans.
From this point, the Arian impiety, supported 

by the protection of King Constantius, perse
cuted first Athanasius, and then all bishops not of 
its party, with exiles, prisons, and various kinds 
of afflictions.

(Olympiad 280) (A.D. 343) 3 Constantine, 
waging war against his brother, is killed near 
Aquileia at the Alsa.

(A.D. 344) 4 The war against the Franks is 
fought by Constans with varied success.

Many cities of the East collapsed in a horrible 
earthquake.

Audaeus is held to be famous in Coele-Syria, 
from whom the Audaean heresy originates.

5 The Franks are thoroughly subdued by Con
stans, and peace is made with them.

(A.D. 345) Hermogenes, Master of the Soldiers 
(*magister militiae*) in Constantinople, was 
dragged by the people on account of Bishop Paul, 
whom he was expelling by order of the king and 
by the faction of the Arians.

The Golden Octagon (*Dominicum Aureum*) 
is dedicated in Antioch.

Macedonius, of the embroiderer's trade, is 
substituted as bishop in Paul's place by the 
Arians, from whom the Macedonian heresy now 
comes.
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Paul is strangled through the cruelty of 
the prefect Philip (for he was a supporter of 
Macedonius's party) and the treachery of the Ar
ians.

(A.D. 346) (Year from Abraham 2360) 6 Max
iminus, bishop of the Treveri, is held to be 
famous; by him Athanasius, bishop of Alexan
dria, was honorably received when he was being 
sought for punishment by Constantius.

(Olympiad 281) (A.D. 347) Sapor, king of the 
Persians, persecutes the Christians.

Neocaesarea in Pontus was overthrown, with 
the exception of the church and the bishop, and 
the others who were found there.

(A.D. 348) 8 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
(A.D. 349) 9 Titianus, an eloquent man, ad

ministers the praetorian prefecture in the Gauls.
(A.D. 350) 10 Athanasius returns to Alexandria 

upon receiving a letter from Constans.
Of the Romans.
Dyrrhachium collapsed in an earthquake, and 

for three days and nights Rome shook, and very 
many cities of Campania were afflicted.

(Olympiad 282) (A.D. 351) 11 At great expense 
to the republic, a harbor was built in Seleucia of 
Syria.

Again Sapor besieges Nisibis for three months.
Eusebius, bishop of Emesa, a standard-bearer 

of the Arian faction, writes many and varied 
works.

An eclipse of the sun occurred.
A nocturnal battle against the Persians took 

place at Singara, in which we lost a certain vic
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tory through the foolishness of the soldiers; and 
indeed, for Constantius, none of the nine most 
serious battles against the Persians was more 
grievous than this war, for, to omit other matters, 
Nisibis was besieged, and Bizabda and Amida 
were captured.

(A.D. 352) 12 Maximus, the fortieth bishop 
of Jerusalem after Macarius, dies; after whom 
the Arians invade the Church: first Cyril Euty
chius, then Cyril Irenaeus, thirdly Cyril Hilarius, 
fourthly Cyril. Of these, Cyril, although he had 
been ordained a presbyter by Maximus, and 
although after Maximus's death the episcopate 
was promised to him by Acacius, bishop of Cae
sarea, and the other Arian bishops if he would 
repudiate Maximus's ordination, served in the 
church as a deacon. For this impiety, having been 
rewarded with the prize of the priesthood, by 
variously and fraudulently soliciting Heraclius, 
whom the dying Maximus had appointed in his 
own place, he demoted him from bishop to pres
byter.

Liberius is ordained the 34th bishop of the 
Roman Church. When he was driven into exile 
for the faith, all the clergy swore that they would 
accept no other. But when Felix had been substi
tuted into the priesthood by the Arians, very 
many broke their oath, and after a year they were 
ejected with Felix, because Liberius, overcome by 
the weariness of exile and subscribing to hereti
cal depravity, had entered Rome as if a conqueror.

Of the Romans.
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(A.D. 353) 13 With Magnentius seizing impe
rial power at Augustodunum, Constans is killed 
not far from Hispania in a fort named Helena, in 
the 30th year of his age and the 13th of his reign; 
wherefore, with the republic in turmoil, Vetranio 
at Mursa and Nepotianus at Rome were made 
emperors.

Victorinus, an African by nation, teaches 
rhetoric at Rome.

The people of Rome, rebelling against the 
supporters of Magnentius, are betrayed by the 
Senator Heraclides.

The head of Nepotianus was carried around 
the city on a spear, and many proscriptions and 
murders of nobles were carried out.

(A.D. 354) 14 The royal insignia were taken 
from Vetranio by Constantius at Naissus.

Magnentius was defeated at Mursa, in which 
battle the forces of Rome collapsed.

Gallus, the cousin of Constantius, was made 
Caesar.

(Olympiad 283) (A.D. 355) 15 Gallus sup
pressed the Jews, who, having killed soldiers 
during the night, had taken up arms to rebel; he 
killed many thousands of people, even down to 
those of an innocent age, and handed over their 
cities—Diocaesarea, Tiberias, and Diospolis—
and very many towns to the flames.

Some of the nobles of Antioch were killed by 
Gallus.

A sign of the cross appeared to the peoples of 
Syria in the eastern region, to the greatest terror 
of those who saw it.
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(A.D. 356) (Year from Abraham 2370) 16. Mag
nentius killed himself with his own hand in the 
Palace at Lugdunum, and his brother DECEN
TIUS, whom he had sent as Caesar to defend the 
Gallic provinces, ended his life with a noose at 
Senones.

(A.D. 357) 17. Gennadius, a forensic orator, is 
held to be distinguished in Rome.

Of the Romans.
(A.D. 358) 18. Minervius of Bordeaux, a 

rhetorician, teaches most flourishingly in Rome.
Gallus Caesar, summoned by his cousin Con

stantius, to whom he had become an object of 
suspicion on account of his excellent character, is 
killed in Istria.

SILVANUS, having stirred up a revolt in Gaul, 
was eliminated on the 29th day.

Victorinus the rhetorician, and Donatus the 
grammarian, my teacher, are held as distin
guished in Rome: of these, Victorinus even earned 
a statue in the Forum of Trajan.

Paulinus and Rhodanius, bishops of the Gallic 
provinces, were driven into exile on account of 
their faith.

The rhetoricians Alcimus and Dolphidius 
teach most flourishingly in Aquitania.

Peter, a distinguished orator, teaches in 
Zaragoza.

Donatus, from whom we mentioned above 
that the Donatists in Africa are named, is expelled 
from Carthage. Some also call his followers Mon
tenses, because they began to have their first 
church in Rome on a hill.
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(Olympiad 284) (A.D. 359) 19. Eusebius, 
bishop of Vercelli, and Lucifer and Dionysius, 
bishops of the churches of Cagliari and Milan, 
also Pancratius, a Roman presbyter, and Hilary, a 
deacon, are condemned to separate exiles by the 
Arians and by Constantius.

Julian, the brother of Gallus, is named Caesar 
at Milan.

Antony the monk dies in the desert in the 
105th year of his life, accustomed to relating 
many things to the many who came to him about 
a certain Paul of Thebes, a man of wondrous 
blessedness: whose end we have explained in a 
short book.

Hilary, bishop of Poitiers, who three years ear
lier had been driven into Phrygia by the faction of 
Saturninus, bishop of Arles, and of the other Ari
ans who were with him, composes books about 
our religion.

The relics of the Apostle Timothy were 
brought to Constantinople.

Sarmata, Amatas, and Macarius, disciples of 
Antony, are held to be distinguished.

Liberius, the Roman bishop, is sent into exile.
Great forces of the Alemanni were crushed by 

Caesar Julian at the town of Argentoratum in the 
Gallic provinces.

Of the Romans.
The Saracens, rushing into the monastery of 

the blessed Antony, kill Sarmata.
(A.D. 360) 20. When Constantius entered 

Rome, the bones of the Apostle Andrew and of 

11



C H RO N I C L E

Luke the Evangelist were received by the people 
of Constantinople with wondrous favor.

(A.D. 361) 21. Nicomedia was utterly over
thrown by an earthquake, with neighboring 
cities being partially afflicted.

(A.D. 362) 22. Paulinus, bishop of Trier, dies 
while in exile in Phrygia.

Evanthius, the most learned of grammarians, 
passed away in Constantinople, in whose place 
Chrestus is brought from Africa.

(Olympiad 285) (A.D. 363) 23. A synod was 
held at Ariminum and at Seleucia in Isauria, in 
which the ancient faith of the fathers was con
demned, first by the betrayal of ten legates, and 
then of all.

Honoratus, formerly praetorian prefect of the 
Gallic provinces, was made the first urban prefect 
of Constantinople.

Gratian, who is now emperor, is born.
Hilary, after he had presented a book in his 

own defense to Constantius at Constantinople, 
returns to the Gallic provinces.

Of the Romans.
Macedonius is expelled from Constantinople.
Almost all the Churches throughout the world 

are polluted by communion with the Arians, un
der the name of peace and of the king.

The greatest of churches is dedicated in Con
stantinople.

(A.D. 364) 24. Meletius, bishop of Sebaste in 
Armenia, is transferred to Antioch by the Arian 
bishops Acacius and George; and after no great 
interval of time, when he had received the pres
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byters who had been deposed by his predecessor 
Eudoxius, he evaded a most just cause for exile by 
a sudden change of faith.

Gaul, through Hilary, condemns the deceits of 
the perfidy of Ariminum.

Constantius dies at Mopsocrene, between 
Cilicia and Cappadocia, in the 45th year of his life.

Of the Romans, the 36th, JULIAN, reigned for 
one year and seven months (or as others say, 2 
years and 8 months).

(A.D. 365) 1. When Julian converted to the cult 
of idols, there was a gentle persecution, enticing 
rather than compelling to sacrifice: in which 
many of our own fell of their own free will.

After George, who had been ordained by the 
Arians in place of Athanasius, was burned by 
a seditious mob, Athanasius returned to Alexan
dria.

(A.D. 366) (Year from Abraham 2380) 2 Euse
bius and Lucifer returned from exile, of whom 
Lucifer, having summoned two other confessors, 
made Paulinus, a presbyter of Bishop Eustathius 
who had never polluted himself with the com
munion of heretics, bishop in the Catholic part of 
Antioch.

Prohaeresius, an Athenian sophist, although 
Julian had specially granted him permission to 
teach as a Christian, voluntarily left his school 
when a law was passed that Christians could not 
be teachers of the liberal arts.

Aemilianus is burned at Dorostorum by the 
Vicar for the overthrow of altars. The church of 
Antioch was closed, and a most severe storm of 
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imminent persecution was calmed by the will 
of God. For Julian, having set out against the Per
sians, had vowed our blood to the gods after the 
victory; where, having been led into the desert by 
a certain feigned deserter, when the Apostate had 
lost his army to hunger and thirst, and was wan
dering rashly from his own troops, he was pierced 
through the side by the lance of a passing enemy 
horseman and died, in the 32nd year of his age.

After whom, on the following day, JOVIAN, 
from being the chief of the household troops, was 
made emperor.

(Olympiad 286) (A.D. 367) 1 Jovian, compelled 
by the necessity of the situation, handed over 
Nisibis and a great part of Mesopotamia to Sapor, 
king of the Persians.

A Synod of Antioch was held by Meletius and 
his followers, in which, having rejected both *ho
moousion* and *anomoion*, they asserted the 
middle ground between these, *homoiousion*, 
the Macedonian dogma.

Jovian died at Dadastana, in the 33rd year of 
his age, from indigestion, or from the smoke of 
charcoal which he had ordered to be burned in 
excessive quantity.

After him, Valentinian, a tribune of the Scu
tarii, from Cibalae in Pannonia, was acclaimed 
Augustus at Nicaea, and took his brother Valens 
into partnership of the empire at Constantinople.

The 38th Roman emperors, VALENTINIAN 
and VALENS, reigned for 13 years, 5 months.

(A.D. 368) 1 Valentinian was otherwise an 
excellent emperor, and similar in character to Au
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relian, except that some interpreted his excessive 
severity and parsimony as cruelty and avarice.

Apollinaris, bishop of Laodicea, composed 
many kinds of religious writings.

(A.D. 369) 2 An earthquake occurred through
out the whole world, the sea overflowed its 
shores, and overwhelmed the cities of Sicily and 
of many islands, and innumerable peoples.

Procopius, who had seized tyrannical power 
at Constantinople, was extinguished in Phrygia 
Salutaris, and very many of the Procopian party 
were slain and proscribed.

DAMASUS is ordained the 35th bishop of the 
Roman Church.

And after a short interval of time, Ursinus, 
having been appointed bishop by certain individ
uals, invaded the basilica of Sicininus with his 
followers; and when the people of Damasus's 
party flocked there, most cruel slaughters of per
sons of both sexes were perpetrated.

Of the Romans.
(A.D. 370) 3 Valens, having been baptized by 

Eudoxius, the bishop of the Arians, persecutes 
our people.

Gratian, son of Valentinian, was made em
peror at Amiens.

(Olympiad 287) (A.D. 371) 4 So great a storm 
arose in Constantinople that falling hail of a 
wondrous size killed several people.

Among the Atrebates, wool mixed with rain 
flowed down from the sky.

(A.D. 372) 5 Hilary, bishop of Poitiers, dies.
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Nicaea, which had often collapsed before, was 
utterly overthrown by an earthquake.

Libanius of Antioch is regarded as a distin
guished rhetorician.

(A.D. 373) 6 Games were held in Constantino
ple by Valens.

Athanaric, king of the Goths, having stirred up 
a persecution against the Christians, killed very 
many, and expelled them from their own lands 
into Roman soil.

(A.D. 374) 7 Eusebius, bishop of Vercelli, dies.
The shrine of the apostles is dedicated in Con

stantinople.
A great famine in Phrygia.
Lucifer, bishop of Cagliari, dies, who, along 

with Gregory, bishop of Spain, and Philo of Libya, 
never involved himself in the Arian depravity.

(Olympiad 288) (A.D. 375) 8 Maximinus, the 
prefect of the grain supply, having been ordered 
by the emperor to investigate evildoers, killed 
very many of the nobles at Rome.

Valentinus was suppressed in Britain before 
he could seize tyrannical power. A presbyter of 
Sirmium was most unjustly beheaded because 
he was unwilling to betray Octavianus, a former 
proconsul, who was hiding with him.

(A.D. 376) (Year from Abraham 2390) 9 Didy
mus of Alexandria dictated many commentaries 
on our doctrine through scribes; having been de
prived of his sight after the fifth year of his birth, 
he was also ignorant of the elements.

Equitius, the Count of Illyricum, scraped clean 
the provinces he governed with the most unjust 
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exactions of tributes, before they could be devas
tated by the Barbarians.

Of the Romans.
(A.D. 377) 10 Eunomius, a disciple of Aetius, 

is recognized in Constantinople, from whom the 
Eunomian heresy arose.

The Saxons were slain at the Oise, in the region 
of the Franks.

Nearly 80,000 of the Burgundians, a number 
never seen before, descended to the Rhine.

Clearchus is recognized as prefect of the city in 
Constantinople, by whom a necessary and long-
awaited water supply is brought into the city, 
fulfilling their prayers.

In Alexandria, Peter is ordained as the 20th 
bishop, who after the death of Valens was so 
lenient in receiving heretics that he aroused in 
some the suspicion of having accepted money.

Melania, the noblest of Roman women and 
daughter of the former consul Marcellinus, hav
ing left behind her only son, Urbanus, then a 
praetor, sailed to Jerusalem: where she was such 
a miracle of virtues, and especially of humility, 
that she received the name of Thecla.

(A.D. 378) 11 After the late death of Auxentius, 
with Ambrose established as bishop in Milan, all 
of Italy is converted to the orthodox faith.

The clerics of Aquileia are regarded as a chorus 
of the blessed.

Because the Sarmatians had devastated the 
Pannonian provinces in the previous year, the 
same consuls remained in office.
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(Olympiad 289) (A.D. 379) 12 Valentinian dies 
in Brigetio from a sudden rush of blood, which is 
called apoplexy (*apoplexis*) in Greek.

After him, GRATIAN reigns with his uncle 
Valens, having taken his brother VALENTINIAN 
into the imperial office. Apollinaris of Laodicea, 
through the boastfulness of his own intellect, 
pertinaciously asserting certain errors, stirred up 
a heresy of his own name, which Damasus con
demned in a council held at Rome.

Eutropius the presbyter, a man renowned for 
his eloquence, is recognized.

Many of the monks of Nitria were slain by 
tribunes and soldiers.

Valens, having issued a law that monks should 
serve as soldiers, ordered those who were unwill
ing to be beaten to death with clubs.

Of the Romans.
Theodosius, the father of the later emperor 

Theodosius, and very many nobles were killed.
Photinus dies in Galatia, from whom came the 

Judaic dogma of the Photinians; he lost the many 
good qualities of his continence and intellect 
through the single evil of pride.

(A.D. 380) 13 Basil, bishop of Caesarea in Cap
padocia, is held to be famous.

About thirty thousand of the Alemanni were 
laid low by the army of Gratian near the town of 
Argentaria in Gaul.

(A.D. 381) (Year from Abraham 2395) 14 Flo
rentinus, Bonosus, and Rufinus are considered 
distinguished monks: of whom Florentinus was 
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so merciful to the needy that he was commonly 
called the father of the poor (*pater pauperum*).

The nation of the Huns devastates the Goths, 
who, having been received by the Romans with
out the laying down of their arms, were forced 
to rebel by famine, through the avarice of the 
general Maximus.

The Romans having been overcome in battle, 
the Goths pour into Thrace. Valens, compelled 
to leave Antioch, with late repentance recalls our 
people from exile.

A lamentable war in Thrace, in which, with 
the cavalry guard deserting, the Roman legions 
were surrounded by the Goths and slaughtered 
to the point of annihilation. The emperor Valens 
himself, as he was fleeing wounded by an arrow, 
and often fell from his horse due to the great pain, 
was carried to the hut of a small villa; there, with 
the Barbarians pursuing and setting fire to the 
house, he was deprived even of a burial.

From the founding of the City (*Ab Urbe con
dita*) up to the final year of this Work, there are 
one thousand one hundred and thirty-one years, 
in this manner: Under the kings, two hundred 
and forty years; under the consuls, four hundred 
and sixty-four years; under the Augusti and Cae
sars, four hundred and twenty-seven years.

Of the Romans.
All the years are collected up to the sixth con

sulate of Valens and the second of Valentinian the 
Younger, Augusti: from the 15th year of Tiberius 
and the preaching of the Lord Jesus Christ, 351 
years.
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From the second year of Darius, king of the 
Persians, at which time the temple in Jerusalem 
was restored, 899 years.

From the first Olympiad, in which age Isaiah 
was prophesying among the Hebrews, 1155 years.

From Solomon and the first building of the 
temple, 1411 years.

From the capture of Troy, at which time Sam
son was among the Hebrews, 1561 years.

From Moses and Cecrops, the first king of 
Attica, 1890 years.

From Abraham and the reign of Ninus and 
Semiramis, 2395 years.

The entire canon, from Abraham up to the 
time written above, contains 2395 years.

From the flood, however, up to Abraham, 942 
years are reckoned.

From Adam up to the flood, 2242 years.
From Adam up to the 14th year of Valens, that 

is, up to his sixth consulate and the second of 
Valentinian, the total is 5579 years.

T H E  C H R O N I C L E  O F  S T.  J E R O M E  E N D S .

20


	THE CHRONICLE OF ST. JEROME. UP TO THIS POINT, THE HISTORY WAS WRITTEN BY EUSEBIUS, THE COMPANION OF PAMPHILUS THE MARTYR, TO WHICH WE HAVE ADDED THE FOLLOWING. (C)
	THE CHRONICLE OF ST. JEROME ENDS.

