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LETTERS

[EPISTOLAE.(C,G,S)*]
FIRST EPISTLE, TO ABBOT ALBINUS.

To the most desired and most reverend Father
Albinus, Bede, servant of Christ, greeting.

I received with great pleasure the small gifts
of your affection, which you deigned to send
through our venerable brother Nothelm the
priest, and especially the letters, by which you
have now for the second time taken care to assist
and instruct me frequently in the ecclesiastical
history of our nation, to the writing of which you
had long since urged me. On account of which I
myself have returned the same history to you for
transcription, as soon as I was able to complete
it. But I have also destined for you another
volume by way of remuneration, which I found
you partly desired, namely, that which I recently
published on the structure of Solomon’s temple
and its allegorical interpretation. And I humbly
beseech you, most loving Father, to remember to
intercede diligently before the merciful Judge for
my frailty with those servants of Christ who are
with you; and also that you would advise those
to whom you cause our works to come to do the
same. Farewell, best Father, always most loving
in Christ.

EPISTLE II

, TO BISHOP ECGBERCT.
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To the most beloved and most reverend
Bishop Ecgberct, Bede, servant of Christ, greet-
ing.

I remember that you said last year, when I
stayed with you for some days for the sake of
reading in your monastery, that you wished also
this year, when you should come to the same
place, to call me also to a conference with you, for
the sake of our common study of reading. If this
could be fulfilled, God willing, there would be
no need to direct these things written to you by
letter, since I could more freely, speaking face to
face, suggest to you in secret discourse whatever
I wished, or deemed necessary. But because my
health, as you know, supervening, prevented this
from happening, I have nonetheless taken care to
do what I could for your affection with a view to
brotherly devotion, namely, by sending in writ-
ing what I was unable to do by coming in person
and conversing. And I pray you through the Lord,
not to suspect the contents of these letters to be
the arrogance of pride, but rather truly to recog-
nize them as an office of humility and piety.

I exhort therefore your holiness, most beloved
Bishop in Christ, to remember to confirm by holy
work and doctrine the sacred rank which the Au-
thor of ranks and the Giver of spiritual charisms
has deigned to commit to you.

For neither of these virtues can be rightly
tulfilled without the other: if either he who lives
well neglects the office of teaching, or a bishop
who teaches rightly despises the practice of right
work. But he who truly performs both, such a ser-
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vant indeed awaits the coming of his Lord with
joy, hoping that he will soon hear: Well done,
good and faithful servant, because you have been
faithful over a few things, I will appoint you over
many things: Enter into the joy of your lord (Matt.
XXV). But if anyone, which God forbid, having
accepted the rank of the episcopate, takes care
neither to correct himself from evil acts by living
well, nor the people subject to him by chastising
or admonishing them: what shall happen to him
when the Lord comes at an hour he does not
expect, the evangelical sentence clearly declares,
by which itis said to the useless servant: Cast him
out into outer darkness, there shall be weeping
and gnashing of teeth (Ibid.).

Before all things, indeed, I persuade your holy
fatherhood to restrain yourself with pontifical
dignity from idle conversations, detractions, and
other contagions of an untamed tongue; but
occupy both tongue and mind with divine dis-
courses and meditations on the Scriptures, and
especially with reading the Epistles of the blessed
Apostle Paul to Timothy and Titus, and also the
words of the most holy Pope Gregory, in which
he has discussed much carefully concerning the
life and also the vices of rulers, whether in the
book of the Pastoral Rule or in the homilies on
the Gospel, so that your speech may always be
seasoned with the salt of wisdom, more eminent
than common speech, and may shine forth more
worthy of divine hearing. For as it is unseemly
if the sacrosanct vessels of the altar should ever
be profaned for common uses and vile offices, so
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it is perverse in every way and miserable if he
whois ordained for the consecrating of the Lord’s
sacraments on the altar should now indeed assist
in performing those same sacraments to serve
the Lord, and now having left the Church, with
the same mouth and the same hands with which
he had handled the sacred things a little before,
should suddenly begin to speak or do frivolous
things, about to offend the Lord.

Moreover, for guarding the purity of tongue
or work, along with divine reading, the society
of those who serve Christ with faithful devotion
is of the greatest help. So that if ever either my
tongue should begin to wander, or a perverse
operation should creep upon me, I may soon be
sustained by the hand of faithful companionslest
I should fall. Since it is most useful for all the
servants of God thus to provide for themselves,
how much more for that rank which has necessity
to expend the study of salvation not only for the
care of itself, but also toward the Church com-
mitted to it; according to him who said: Besides
those things which are from without, my daily
pressure, the solicitude for all the Churches. Who
is weak, and I am not weak? Who is scandalized,
and I am not on fire? (II Cor. XI.) I do not say this
as if I know you to do otherwise, but because it
is reported by rumor concerning certain bishops
that they so serve Christ as to have with them
no men of any religion or continence; but rather
those who are subjected to laughter, jokes, fables,
feastings, and drunkenness, and other allure-
ments of a more remiss life, and who daily rather

6



LETTERS

feed the belly with dainties than the mind with
celestial sacrifices. If you find such anywhere,
I would wish that you correct them by your
holy authority, and advise them to have such wit-
nesses of their daily or nightly conversation who
may suffice to benefit the people by both action
worthy of God and congruous exhortation, and
to help the spiritual work of the bishops them-
selves. For read the Acts of the Apostles, and you
will see, the blessed Luke reporting, what kind of
companions the apostles Paul and Barnabas had
with them, and also what work they themselves
performed wherever they came. For immediately
as they entered cities or synagogues, they took
care to preach the word of God, and to dissemi-
nate it through all things. Which also I would
sagaciously desire you, my most beloved head,
to fulfill wherever you can. For you were chosen
for this office by the Lord, in this you were conse-
crated, that you should evangelize the word with
great power, the King of virtues Himself, our Lord
Jesus Christ, providing you help. Which you will
thus rightly accomplish if, wherever you arrive,
having soon gathered to you the inhabitants of
that same place, you exhibit to them the word of
exhortation, and at the same time show the ex-
ample of living together with all who come with
you, as a leader of the celestial host.

And because the spaces of the places which
belong to the government of your diocese are
wider than you alone suffice to run through
everything and preach the word of God in every
village and farmstead, even in the course of
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a whole year; it is necessary enough that you
should associate with yourself more helpers of
the sacred work, namely, by ordaining priests
and instituting teachers, who may insist in every
village on preaching the word of God, and conse-
crating the celestial mysteries, and especially in
performing the offices of holy baptism, where
opportunity should arise. In which preaching, to
be exhibited to the people, I think this above all
things is to be procured with all instance, that
you take care to fix radically in the memory of
all who belong to your rule the Catholic faith
which is contained in the Apostles' Creed, and
the Lord's Prayer which the Scripture of the holy
Gospel teaches us. And indeed, it is most certain
that all who have learned the Latin language by
the use of reading have also learned these things
best: but for the unlearned (idiotas), thatis, those
who have knowledge only of their own language,
make them say and diligently chant these same
things in their own language. Which ought to be
done not only for the laity, that is, those still con-
stituted in common life, but even for the clerics
or monks who are ignorant of the Latin language.
For thus it happens that the whole assembly of
the faithful learns how it ought to be faithful,
and with what firmness of believing it ought
to fortify and arm itself against the contests of
unclean spirits; thus, that the whole chorus of
those supplicating God may recognize what is
most to be sought from the divine clemency. On
account of which I myself have often offered both
of these, namely, the Creed and the Lord's Prayer,
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translated into the language of the English, to
many unlearned priests. For also the holy bishop
Ambrose, speaking of this faith, admonishes that
all the faithful should chant the words of the
Creed always in the morning hours, and fortify
themselves as if with a spiritual antidote against
the poisons of the devil which he might cast at
them by day or by night with malignant craft.
Moreover, the very custom of diligent prayer and
the bending of the knees has taught us that the
Lord's Prayer should be chanted more often.

But if your pastoral authority shall have per-
formed these things as we suggest in ruling and
feeding the sheep of Christ, it cannot be said how
much celestial reward you will have prepared for
yourself in the future with the Shepherd of shep-
herds. For the rarer examples of this most sacred
work you find in the bishops of our nation, the
higher rewards of singular merit you will receive;
inasmuch as you will have kindled the people of
God, provoked by paternal piety and solicitude
through the frequent chanting of the Creed or the
sacred Prayer, to the understanding, love, hope,
faith, and investigation of those same celestial
gifts which are chanted. Just as on the contrary, if
you shall have completed the business commit-
ted to you by the Lord less diligently, you are to
receive a partin the future for the retention of the
talent with the wicked and slothful servant: espe-
cially if you shall have presumed to require and
receive temporal advantages from those to whom
you have proved to repay no gifts of celestial ben-
efit. For when the Lord, sending out the disciples
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to evangelize, had said: Going, preach, saying
that the kingdom of heaven is at hand (Matt. X);
a little after He added, saying: Freely you have
received, freely give; Do not possess gold, nor
silver (Ibid.). If therefore He commanded them
to preach the Gospel freely, nor permitted them
to receive gold or silver, or any temporal money
from those to whom they preached: what danger,
I ask, should threaten those who do things con-
trary to these?

Attend to what a most heavy crime they
have committed who contend to require most
diligently earthly gains from their hearers, and to
expend no labor at all for their eternal salvation
by preaching, or exhorting, or rebuking. Most
beloved bishop, weigh this carefully and with
curious intention. For we have heard, and it is a
rumor, that many farmsteads and villages of our
nation are placed in inaccessible mountains and
bushy thickets, where for many passing years no
bishop has been seen who has exhibited there
any ministry or celestial grace; of which, how-
ever, not even one can be immune from paying
tributes to the bishop: nor in such places is there
only a lack of a bishop who may confirm the
baptized by the imposition of hands, but even
every teacher is absent who might teach them
either the truth of the faith or the discretion
of good and evil action. And so it happens that
some of the bishops not only do not evangelize
or impose hands on the faithful freely; but even,
what is more heavy, having accepted money
from their hearers, which the Lord prohibited,
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they despise performing the work of the word
which the Lord commanded: whereas the pontiff
Samuel, beloved of God, is read to have done far
otherwise, all the people being witness. Having
conversed, he said, before you from my youth
even until this day, behold I am present, speak
concerning me before the Lord and before His
Christ, whether I have taken anyone’s ox, or
an ass, if I have calumniated anyone, if I have
oppressed anyone, if I have accepted a gift from
the hand of anyone: and I will despise it today,
and restore it to you. And they said: You have
not calumniated us, nor oppressed us, nor taken
anything from the hand of anyone (I Kings XII).
By the merit of whose innocence and justice, he
deserved to be numbered among the first leaders
and priests of the people of God, and to exist
as worthy of divine hearing and discourse in
his prayers, the Psalm-writer saying: Moses and
Aaron among His priests, and Samuel among
those who call upon His name, they called upon
the Lord and He heard them: He spoke to them in
a pillar of cloud (Psal. XCVIII).

But if we believe and confess that some utility
is conferred on the faithful by the imposition of
hands, by which the Holy Spirit is received, it is
manifest on the contrary that this same utility
is absent from those to whom the imposition of
hands has been lacking. To whom indeed does
the privation of this good look more than to the
bishops themselves, who promise themselves to
be the prelates of those to whom they either ne-
glector are unable to exhibit the office of spiritual
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prelacy? Of which whole crime there is no cause
more than avarice. Disputing against which the
Apostle, in whom Christ spoke, said: The root of
all evils is cupidity (I Tim. VI, 10). And again: Nor
shall the avaricious, he says, possess the kingdom
of God (I Cor. VI, 10). For when a bishop, the love
of money dictating, has assumed into the name
of his prelacy a greater part of the people than he
can by any reason travel through by preaching or
go around during the space of a whole year: he is
proved to prepare a sufficiently fatal danger both
for himself and for those over whom he is set as
prelate by a false name of prelate.

Insinuating these things to your holiness,
most beloved bishop, in a few words concerning
the calamity under which our nation most miser-
ably labors, 1 diligently beseech that you contend
to recall those things which you see to be most
perversely done to the right norm of life, as much
as you are able. For you have, as I believe, a most
prompt helper in such a just labor, namely King
Ceolwulf, who, both for the innate love of religion
in him, will take care to help with firm intention
everything that pertains to the rule of piety, and
especially those good things which you, since
you are his most beloved kinsman, shall have
begun, he himself will help that they may be per-
fected. Wherefore I would wish that you skillfully
admonish him, thatin your days he may take care
to restore the ecclesiastical state of our nation to
a better condition than it had been until now.
Which can be perfected by no other order more,
as it seems to me, than if more bishops are conse-
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crated for our nation, and you follow the example
of the lawgiver, who, when he alone could not
sustain the strifes and weight of the Israelite
people, chose for himself, helped by divine coun-
sel, and consecrated seventy elders, by whose aid
and counsel he might more lightly bear the bur-
den imposed on him. For who does not see how
much better it is that such an enormous weight
of ecclesiastical government be divided among
many, who may more easily bear it when thus
dispersed, than that one be oppressed under a
bundle which he cannot carry? For also the holy
Pope Gregory, when he discussed with the most
blessed Archbishop Augustine in letters sent con-
cerning the faith of our nation, which was still
future and to be preserved in Christ, decreed that
twelve bishops were to be ordained in it, after
they should come to the faith; among whom the
bishop of York, having received the pallium from
the Apostolic See, should be metropolitan. Which
number of bishops indeed I would wish your
holy fatherhood, the protection of the most pious
and God-beloved king aforesaid patronizing, to
contend skillfully to fulfill, so that, the number of
masters abounding, the Church of Christ may be
more perfectly instituted in those things which
pertain to the cult of sacred religion. And indeed
we know that by the negligence of preceding
kings, and most foolish donations, it has hap-
pened that a vacant place where a new episcopal
see ought to be made cannot easily be found.

Wherefore I should consider it convenient,
having held a greater council and with both pon-
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tifical and royal consent, that by an edict some
place of monasteries be provided where an epis-
copal see may be made. And lest by chance the
abbot or monks should attempt to go against and
resist this decree, letlicense be given to them that
they themselves choose from among their own
him who should be ordained bishop, and should
have the episcopal care of as many of the adjacent
places as belong to the same diocese, together
with the monastery itself: or if by chance he who
ought to be ordained bishop cannot be found in
the monastery itself, letit nonetheless depend on
their examination, according to the statutes of
the canons, who should be ordained bishop from
their diocese. If you shall have performed this, as
we suggest, the Lord helping, you will also most
easily, as we think, obtain this, that according to
the decrees of the Apostolic See, the Church of
York may have a metropolitan pontiff. And if it
should seem necessary that for such a monastery,
for the sake of undertaking the episcopate, any-
thing more of places and possessions ought to be
increased, there are innumerable places, as we all
know, inscribed under the name of monasteries,
but having nothing at all of monastic conversa-
tion: from which I would wish that some things
be transferred by synodical authority from luxury
to chastity, from vanity to temperance, from
intemperance of the belly and gluttony to conti-
nence and piety of heart, and be assumed for
the assistance of the episcopal see which ought
recently to be ordained.
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And because there are very many and very
large places of this kind which, as is commonly
said, are useful neither to God nor to men,
because namely neither is a regular life according
to God preserved there, nor do knights or counts
of secular powers possess them to defend our
nation from barbarians: if anyone should estab-
lish an episcopal see in those very places for
the necessity of the times, he will be proved not
to incur the fault of prevarication, but rather
to perform a work of virtue. For how can it
be reputed as a sin if the unjust judgments of
princes are corrected by the right examination
of better princes: and the lying pen of iniquitous
scribes is deleted and reduced to nothing by the
discrete sentence of prudent priests, according to
the example of sacred history, which, describing
the times of the Kings of Judah from David and
Solomon even to the last Zedekiah, designates
that some indeed among them were religious,
but more were reprobate; and with alternating
turns, now the impious reproved the deeds of
the good who had been before them, now on the
contrary the just corrected with all instance the
harmful deeds of the impious who had preceded
them, as was just, the Spirit of God helping them
through the holy prophets and priests; according
to that of the blessed Isaiah prescribing and
saying, Loose the bands of violent exchanges. Let
the oppressed go free, and break every iniquitous
writing (Isa. LVIII). By which example, it also be-
comes your holiness, together with the religious
king, to overturn the irreligious and iniquitous
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deeds and writings of the predecessors of our
nation, and to provide those things which are
useful to our province, whether according to God
or according to the world: lestin our times, either
religion ceasing, the love and fear of the internal
Inspector be deserted, or the abundance of secu-
lar militia becoming rare, there be none to guard
our borders from barbaric incursion. For what is
shameful to say, those who are entirely devoid of
monastic life have received into their power so
many places under the name of monasteries, as
you yourselves better know, that there is entirely
lacking a place where the sons of nobles or of re-
tired soldiers can receive a possession: and there-
fore being vacant and without marriage, the time
of puberty having passed, they persevere with no
purpose of continence, and for this reason either
they leave their fatherland for which they ought
to have performed military service, going across
the sea; or with greater crime and impudence,
those who do not have the purpose of chastity,
serve luxury and fornication, nor do they abstain
from the very virgins consecrated to God.

But others, with a still graver offense, since
they themselves are laymen and are trained nei-
ther in the practice nor endowed with the love
of any regular life, having given money to kings,
buy for themselves, under the pretext of building
monasteries, territories in which they may more
freely indulge their lust, and moreover they cause
these to be inscribed as their hereditary right by
royal edicts, and they even obtain that the very
documents of their privileges, as if truly worthy
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of God, be confirmed by the subscription of pon-
tiffs, abbots, and the powers of the age. And
thus, having usurped for themselves small fields
or villages, free thenceforth from both divine and
human service, laymen there, ruling over monks,
serve only their own desires: indeed they do
not gather monks there, but whomever, expelled
from true monasteries for the fault of disobedi-
ence, they happen to find wandering somewhere,
or whom they themselves have managed to call
away from monasteries; or certainly those whom
they, from among their own retainers, have been
able to invite to receive the tonsure, monastic
obedience having been promised to them. With
the distorted bands of these men they fill the
cells which they have built, and, with a much
deformed and unheard-of spectacle, these same
men now bear the care of a wife and of begetting
children, now, rising from their beds, discuss
with diligent attention what ought to be done
within the enclosures of monasteries. Indeed,
with similar imprudence, they procure places for
their wives also, for building monasteries, as they
themselves call them, who, with equal folly, since
they are laywomen, allow themselves to be direc-
tresses of the handmaids of Christ. To whom that
proverb of the common folk fittingly applies: that
although wasps can indeed make honeycombs,
yet they store up in them not honey but rather
poison.

Thus for about thirty years, that is, since
King Aldfrid was taken from human affairs, our
province has been driven mad by that insane
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error, so that almost no ealdorman has since
existed who has not procured for himself a
monastery of this kind in the days of his ealdor-
manship, and has likewise bound his own wife
with equal guilt in a harmful bargain: and, this
worst of customs prevailing, the king’s ministers
and servants too have striven to do the same.
And thus, in perverse order, countless men have
been found who call themselves abbots and at
the same time ealdormen or ministers or servants
of the king, who, even if as laymen they have
been able to learn something of monastic life not
by experiencing it but by hearing of it, are never-
theless utterly devoid of that character and pro-
fession which ought to teach it. And indeed such
men suddenly, as you know, receive the tonsure
according to their own pleasure, and by their own
judgment are made, from laymen, not monks, but
abbots. But since they are shown to have neither
knowledge nor zeal for the aforesaid virtue, what
else befits them than that evangelical curse by
which it is said: If a blind man leads a blind
man, both fall into a pit? (Matth. XV.) This blind-
ness could no doubt at some time be brought to
an end, and restrained by regular discipline, and
driven far away from the borders of holy Church
by all pontifical and synodal authority, were the
pontiffs themselves not shown rather to bring aid
to such crimes and to give their assent to them:
who not only take no care to break such unjust
decrees with just decrees, but rather, as we have
said before, are eager to confirm them with their
own subscriptions: the same avarice dictating to
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them that they confirm what has been wrongly
written—the very avarice by which the buyers
were compelled to acquire monasteries of this
kind.

Indeed I could still make known to you in
this letter many things about these and such
transgressors by whom our province is most
wretchedly harassed, if I did not know that you
yourself have most certainly come to know these
very things. For I have not written these things
as though I were going to teach you with utmost
certainty things you did not know before, but so
that I might remind you, with a friendly exhor-
tation, to correct with diligent insistence, as far
as you are able, those errors which you already
knew very well.

And now, again and again, I earnestly entreat
and beseech you in the Lord, that you diligently
guard the flock committed to you from the
wickedness of the wolves rushing upon it: and
thatyouremember thatyou have been appointed
not a hireling but a shepherd, that you may show
the love of the highest Shepherd by the diligent
pasturing of his sheep, and that for these same
sheep, should the matter so require, you be ready
to lay down your life with the blessed prince of
the apostles.

I beg you to take diligent care, lest, when that
same prince of the apostles and the rest of the
leaders of the faithful flocks shall have offered to
Christ on the day of judgment the greatest fruit
of their pastoral care, some part of your sheep
be set apart among the goats on the left hand of
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the Judge, and deserve to go into eternal punish-
ment with a curse: but rather that you yourself
may then deserve to be numbered among those
of whom Isaiah says: The smallest shall become
a thousand, and the least a most mighty nation
(Isa. LX). For it is your office to look most dili-
gently to what is done rightly and what wrongly
in each of the monasteries of your diocese: lest
either an abbotignorant of the rules or a despiser
of them, or an abbess less worthy, be placed in
charge of the examination of the servants and
handmaids of Christ, nor again a contumacious
and undisciplined crowd of unruly hearers resist
the oversight of their spiritual masters; especially
since, as is commonly said, you are accustomed
to say that it pertains not to the care of kings, not
to the concern of any princes of this world, but
only to the inquiry and examination of you bish-
ops, what is done in each monastery — unless
perhaps someone in the monasteries should be
proved to have sinned against the princes them-
selves. It is your office, I say, to see to it that the
devil does not usurp for himself a kingdom in
places consecrated to God, that discord in place
of peace, quarrels in place of piety, drunkenness
in place of sobriety, fornications and homicides
in place of charity and chastity, do not claim for
themselves a seat: nor let there be found among
you any concerning whom it might rightly be
asked and said, I have seen the wicked buried,
who, while they were yet alive, were in the holy
place, and were praised in the city as though for
the works of the just.
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It is also necessary that you exercise anxious
care for those who are still held in the life of
the laity, so that, as we forewarned at the begin-
ning of this letter, you remember to provide for
them sufficient teachers of the life of salvation,
and cause them to learn, among other things,
by which works they may especially please God,
from which sins those who desire to please God
ought to abstain, with what sincerity of heart
they ought to believe in God, with what devotion
they ought to supplicate, praying for the divine
clemency, with how frequent diligence they need
to fortify themselves and all that is theirs with
the sign of the Lord's cross against the contin-
ual snares of unclean spirits, how salutary for
every kind of Christian is the daily reception of
the Lord's body and blood, according to what
you know the Church of Christ diligently does
throughout Italy, Gaul, Africa, Greece, and the
whole East. This kind of religious practice, and
of sanctification devoted to God, is, through the
negligence of teachers, so far removed—almost
as something foreign—from nearly all the laity
of our province, that those who are seen to be
more religious among them presume to partake
of the most sacred mysteries only at the Nativity
of the Lord, and at Epiphany and Easter, although
there are countless innocent boys and girls of
most chaste conduct, young men and virgins, old
men and old women, who, without any scruple
of controversy, are able to partake of the heavenly
mysteries every Lord's Day, or even on the feast-
days of the holy apostles or of martyrs, just as you
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yourself have seen done in the holy Roman and
apostolic Church. Even married persons them-
selves, if someone should show them a measure
of continence, and instill in them the virtue of
chastity, would both lawfully be able, and gladly
wish, to do the same.

These things, most holy prelate, I have taken
care to note down briefly for you, both out of
regard for your affection and for the sake of
general usefulness, greatly desiring and greatly
exhorting that you take care to draw our people
away from ancient errors, and strive to lead them
back to a surer and more direct path of life. And
if there are any men, of whatever rank or order,
who attempt to hold back and hinder your good
undertakings, you nevertheless, mindful of the
heavenly reward, should strive to carry the pur-
pose of holy virtue through to a firm conclusion.
For I know that not a few will strongly contradict
this exhortation of ours, and especially those
who feel themselves entangled in those very mis-
deeds from which we forbid you: but it behooves
you to remember the apostolic answer: that God
must be obeyed rather than men (Acts V). For
indeed it is a commandment of God: Sell what
you possess, and give alms (Luke XII). And: Un-
less someone renounces all that he possesses, he
cannotbe my disciple (Luke XIV). But the modern
practice of certain men who profess themselves
to be servants of God is not only not to sell
what they possess, but even to acquire what they
do not have. With what face, then, does anyone
dare, when about to enter the service of the
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Lord, either to retain those things which he had
possessed in secular life, or, under the pretext
of a holier life, to gather together those riches
which he had not possessed—since indeed the
apostolic judgment is very well known, which,
when Ananias and Sapphira were attempting to
do this, corrected them by no remedy of penance
or satisfaction, but hastened at once to punish
them by the condemnation of avenging death?
And indeed they preferred not to gather things
belonging to others, but to retain their own
improperly. Whence it plainly appears how far
the mind of the apostles was from undertaking
the acquisition of money—they who served the
Lord properly under that very rule: Blessed are
the poor, for the kingdom of God is yours (Luke
VI); and, on the other hand, they were no less in-
structed by the example set for the opposing part:
Woe to us the rich, for you have your consolation
(ibid.). Or do we perhaps think that the Apostle
erred and wrote a falsehood, when, admonishing
us, he said: Brethren, do not err; and immediately
added: Neither the covetous, nor drunkards, nor
the rapacious shall possess the kingdom of God
(I Cor. VI)? And again: But know this, that every
fornicator, or unclean person, or covetous man,
or the rapacious—which is the service of idols
—has no inheritance in the kingdom of Christ
and of God (Eph. V). Since, therefore, the Apostle
plainly calls avarice and rapacity idolatry, how is
it to be thought that those men erred who with-
drew their hand from signing a covetous bargain,
even though the king commanded it, or who
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set their hand to erasing useless documents and
their signatures?

And indeed the rashness of fools is to be
wondered at, or rather the misery of the blind is
to be lamented, who, since without any regard
for the fear of heaven they are shown to rescind
and count as nothing, everywhere, those things
which the apostles and prophets wrote by the
inspiration of the Holy Spirit, while on the other
hand they are afraid to erase and amend, as
though it were holy and divinely ordained, that
which they themselves or men like them wrote at
the instigation of avarice or lust — after the man-
ner, unless I am mistaken, of the pagans, who,
having spurned the worship of God, venerate,
fear, cultivate, adore and beseech those deities
which they themselves fashioned and made for
themselves out of their own hearts — most de-
serving of that reproach of the Lord with which
he rebuked the Pharisees, when they preferred
their own deuteroses to the law of God, saying:
“Why do you also transgress the commandment
of God for the sake of your tradition?” (Matth.
XV.) But if they should even produce documents
drawn up in defense of their own desires, and
confirmed by the signatures of noble persons, do
you, I beg, never forget that ordinance of the Lord
in which it is said: “Every plant which my heav-
enly Father has not planted shall be rooted up”
(Ibid.). And indeed I would wish to learn from
you, most holy bishop — since the Lord himself
testifies and says, “Because wide is the gate and
broad is the way that leads to destruction, and
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many there are who enter by it; whereas narrow
is the gate and strait is the way that leads to life,
and few there are who find it” (Matth. VII) —
what confidence you place in the life or eternal
salvation of those who throughout the whole
time of their life are known to have walked by
the wide gate and the broad way, and who took
care not to resist or oppose, even in the smallest
matters, the pleasure of their body or mind for
the sake of heavenly recompense: unless perhaps
they are to be believed capable of being absolved
of their crimes through the alms which, amid
their daily lusts and delights, they were seen to
give to the poor — though the very hand and con-
science that offers a gift to God ought to be clean
from sins and free of them — or unless indeed,
now that they are dead, itis to be hoped that they
can be redeemed by others through the mysteries
of the most sacred oblation, of which they them-
selves, while theylived, had proved unworthy. Or
does the fault of concupiscence perhaps seem to
them a very small matter? Let me discuss this at
somewhat greater length. This it was that made
Balaam, a man most full of the spirit of prophecy,
an exile from the lot of the saints; that defiled
and destroyed Achan by fellowship in the curse;
that stripped Saul of the insignia of kingship;
that deprived Gehazi of the merits of prophecy
and defiled him, together with his offspring,
with the plague of perpetual leprosy. It deposed
Judas Iscariot from the glory of the apostolate;
it punished with bodily death even Ananias and
Sapphira, whom we mentioned above as unwor-
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thy of the fellowship of monks; and, to come
to higher things, it cast the angels down from
heaven, and expelled our first parents from the
paradise of perpetual delight. And if you wish
to know it, this is that three-headed hound of
hell to whom the fables have given the name
of Cerberus, from whose rabid teeth the Apostle
John, warning us away, says: “Dearly beloved, do
not love the world, nor the things that are in the
world.” If any man love the world, the love of the
Father is not in him. For all that is in the world
is the concupiscence of the flesh, and the concu-
piscence of the eyes, and the pride of life, which
is not of the Father, but is of the world (I John
I1). These things have been said briefly against
the poison of avarice. But if we wished to treatin
like manner of drunkenness, revelry, lust, and the
other contagions of this kind, the measure of this
letter would be extended beyond all bounds.

May the grace of the highest Shepherd keep
you perpetually unharmed for the salvific pastur-
ing of his sheep, most beloved bishop in Christ.
Amen [Al, bishop. Written on the Nones of No-
vember, indiction 3].

LETTER III

, TO PLEGWIN, APOLOGETIC, Because he was accused by
certain persons of not having thought rightly concerning the
ages of the world.

To his most beloved brother Plegwin, to be
honored in the bowels of Christ, Bede sends
greeting in Christ.
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A messenger of your holiness came to me two
days ago (dearest brother), who indeed brought
from you the most joyful words of a peaceful
greeting; but he soon mingled these with a sad
admixture, adding, namely, that you had heard
that I was being sung about among heretics by
wanton rustics over their cups. I shuddered, I
confess, and, turning pale, I asked of what heresy
I was being accused. He answered that it was
because I denied that the Lord the Savior had
come in the flesh in the sixth age of the world.
I began, therefore, to inquire how this was said:
whether it was that the Lord had not come in the
flesh, although it was nevertheless the sixth age;
or that, the Lord coming in the flesh, the sixth age
had not yet arrived; or indeed that the seventh
age had already come—although by manifest
reasoning the sixth age could only have begun
from his incarnation. And I found that, whether
the one or the other were alleged against me, in
either case I remained a partaker of sound faith
and of ecclesiastical unity.

For how, denying that Christ had come in
the flesh, could I have been a priest of Christ in
the Church? Or by what consistency, believing
the evangelical and apostolic writings, could I
disbelieve that he was incarnate in the sixth
age of the world, since the evangelist Matthew,
in that same book of the generation of Jesus
Christ, distinguishes the four last ages by the
most well-known articulations of times, through
generations of ten and four? But the first two
ages the apostle Peter distinguishes by such a
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mark: asserting that the earth together with the
heavens perished in the flood, and that others
were set in their place instead; so that, were the
Valentinian heresy not to be feared, they could
be called not so much two ages of the world as
two worlds? When, therefore, examining myself
again and again, I perceived myself to be free of
this charge, I began diligently to consider whence
this calumny had come rolling down upon me;
and at last it came into my memory that I had
recently shown to one of you my little work on the
Times, which I had published five years before, in
which the sequence of years was noted according
to the Hebrew truth, where it is reckoned far
shorter than by the Seventy interpreters, so that
not even five thousand years had been completed
up to the coming of the Savior in the flesh. And
I was urging him (out of fraternal charity, I con-
fess, and out of regard for the truth itself) to learn
to give trust rather to the sacred Scripture trans-
lated for us following the Christian interpreter,
than to Jewish interpretations or to the inexperi-
ence of chronographers: pointing with my finger
to the fact that Eusebius, in his description of the
times, followed throughout neither the Hebrew
truth nor the Edition of the Seventy translators;
and I shall take care to do this same thing here
too, in writing. But he himself (whoever he was)
to whom I had suggested these things turned the
office of fraternal love into the hatred of rivalry,
and the supreme Ruler, by a just recompense,
turned for him the light of the truth shown into
the darkness of blind falsehood.
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Lest, then, you think (most beloved) that after
the mark of heresy I would rather flee to the
refuge of denial than receive a teacher of the
truth: hear what I wrote in the aforementioned
little book concerning the Ages. For after I had
touched briefly upon moments and hours, upon
day, upon night, upon weeks and months, upon
the year and those things which pertain to the
year, upon the nineteen-year cycle and its acci-
dents, as much as I believed sufficient for myself
and for mine, it came about that something
should likewise be briefly set down concerning
the ages. In the sixteenth chapter, therefore, I
made the following beginning.

The times of the world are distinguished,
I say, by six ages. The first age, from Adam
to Noah, containing ten generations, and 1656
years, which entirely perished in the flood, just
as oblivion is wont to submerge infancy. The
second, from Noah to Abraham, likewise encom-
passing ten generations, and 292 years, which
was found in language, that is, in Hebrew. For
from childhood a man begins to know how to
speak after infancy, which also received its name
from there, because it cannot speak (*fari*), that
is, to talk. The third, from Abraham to David,
containing fourteen generations, and 942 years.
And because from adolescence a man begins to
be able to generate, Matthew took the beginning
of the generations from Abraham, who was also
established as the Father of nations. The fourth,
from David to the transmigration of Babylon,
extended by Matthew likewise near fourteen
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generations, and 473 years, from which the times
of kings began; for youthful dignity is suitable for
a kingdom. Then the fifth, until the coming of
the Savior in the flesh, itself extended by fourteen
generations, and further by 589 years: in which,
asif weary with heavy old age, the Hebrew people
are shaken by more frequent evils. The sixth,
which is now being enacted, is certain by no
series of generations or times; but, like a decrepit
age, itself to be ended by the death of the whole
world.

Commemorating these things as noteworthy
in the aforementioned little book on the Ages
of the world, I immediately subjoined another
chapter, by which the course and order of the
whole world might be opened, beginning thus.
The first age therefore contains years according
to the Hebrews 1656, according to the Septuagint
translators 2242. Adam, being 130 years old,
begat Seth, who was born instead of Abel. Seth,
however, being 105 years old, begat Enos, and the
rest until the flood. Then I subjoined. The second
age contains years according to the Hebrews 292,
according to the LXX translators 942, or with
Cainan added, 1072. Shem, in the second year af-
ter the flood, begat Arphaxad, from whom are the
Chaldeans. Arphaxad, being 35 years old, begat
Shelah. Here the Septuagint translators, whom
the evangelist Luke followed, interposed Cainan,
who when he was 30 years old begat Shelah.
Likewise, concerning the third age. The third age,
[ say, contains 942 years. Likewise when it came
to the fourth. The fourth age, I say, contains 1472
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years according to the Hebrews; the LXX transla-
tors add 12. When therefore in the course of the
work, I reached the nativity of the Lord Savior,
I wrote thus. Octavian reigned 56 years. In his
42nd year, the Lord is born, 3952 years being
completed from Adam, according to others 5199.

These are the things which according to the
faith of sacred history I have taken care to abbre-
viate strictly and simply for me and mine [at
their request], as I believed and felt, in no way
contradicting solearned a chronographer worthy
of such great praises, at least in those things in
which he himself is not contrary to divine Scrip-
ture. Who when in the book *Hexaplus*, fearing
the rod of Origen, he took away the generation of
Cainan from the midst, he derogated faith both
from the Gospel of Luke and likewise from the
LXX translators, and erased 130 years from their
translation. But when, with the generations cor-
rected to the books of the Hebrews, he did not
likewise take care to amend the number of years
according to the same, he exceeded their series by
232 yearsin the sum of his computation, and thus
observing neither way, he himself proceeded
where he wished.

In the first and second age of ours, that is,
poured out from the Hebrew fountain, and in
the Greek Codices, a discrepancy of this kind is
present, because (as Jerome, the interpreter of
sacred history, relates in the books of *Hebrew
Questions*) before he who is mentioned to be be-
gotten is born, the father is found to have lived a
hundred years less among the Hebrews; but after
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he is born, the same are found to be a hundred
years less among the Greeks than in the Hebrews:
and thus on both sides the universality of the
number accords. However, through this corrup-
tion of the Greek Codices that most famous
question arises, where Methuselah is computed
to have lived 14 years after the flood, when it is
certain among the Hebrew Codices that he died
in the same year of the flood.

But if anyone should say that the Hebrew
books were afterwards falsified by the Jews,
and that while they envied our authorities they
took away the truth from themselves, let him
hear what Origen, in the seventh [volume] of
his explanations of Isaiah, replied to this little
question: that never would the Lord and the
Apostles, who argue against other crimes in the
Scribes and Pharisees, have been silent concern-
ing this crime, which was the greatest. Let him
hear Josephus, the historiographer of the Jews,
who writing in the first book of the *Antiquities*
(*Archaiotétos*) against Apion the Grammarian,
openly and lucidly showed both that the smaller
number of years is truthful, and that in no way
was the holy Scripture falsified by the nation of
the Jews.

Therefore (he says) neither are there held
among us innumerable volumes discordant
among themselves; but there are only twenty-
two books which contain the series of all times,
which are also justly believed to be divinely
inspired. Of which five are the books of Moses,
containing laws, extending the lineage of human
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life and succession until the term of Moses him-
self, which carry a containment of a little less
than three thousand years. And after a few words.
It stands therefore by the things themselves how
venerably we use our Scriptures. For since so
many ages have intervened, no one has ever
dared either to add, or to take away, or afterwards
to change anything; but in all men of our nation
this faith is in a certain way implanted and
innate, to believe these to be the decrees of God,
and to cling to them continually, and for them (if
the matter should so demand) to lay down one's
soul willingly.

Let him hear blessed Jerome, that he says not
the Hebrew but the Greek Codices were falsified.
For when he was compelled to interpret the
Words of the Days (*Chronicles*), he prefaced
this work by arguing thus. If the pure Edition
of the seventy translators, and as it was turned
into Greek by them, should remain, superfluously
(my Chromatius, most holy and most learned of
bishops) would you impel me to transfer the He-
brew volumes into the Latin tongue for you. For
that which had once occupied the ears of men,
and had strengthened the faith of the nascent
Church, it was just should also be approved by
our silence. But now when for the variety of re-
gions diverse examples are carried, and that gen-
uine and ancient translation has been corrupted
and violated, you think it of our judgment, either
to judge from many what is true, or to forge a
new work in an old work, and the rest, by which
he follows the same sense more widely. With
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which opinion also the blessed bishop Augustine
harmonizes, for he himself, since he had wished
to ascribe the cause of this discrepancy neither
to the malice of the Jews, nor to the error or
envy of the LXX translators, who were also them-
selves Jews (lest those whom elsewhere through
seventy cells he had filled with one Spirit of divin-
ity, he should here and there accuse of falsity); he
found this to say.

More credibly therefore might someone say,
when those things first began to be described
from the Library of Ptolemy, then something of
such kind could have happened in one Codex,
namely the one first described from there, from
which it would now emanate more widely,
where indeed even the error of a scribe could
have occurred. But this is not absurd to suspect
in that question concerning the life of Methuse-
lah. And a little after: For even now (he says)
where numbers do not make the intent toward
something which can easily be understood, or
which appears to be usefully learned, they are
both negligently described and more negligently
amended. For who should estimate for himself
that it must be learned how many thousands of
men the tribes of Israel could have individually?
since it is not thought to be of any benefit. Like-
wise after some things. But in whatever way that
may be accepted, I would in no way doubt that
it is rightly done, that when something diverse
is found in both Codices, since both cannot be
true as to the faith of things done, that language
should rather be believed from which the transla-
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tion was made into another through translators.
Read the book on the *City of God* XV.

"For in no way are they to be heard who think
that years were computed otherwise in those
times, that is, of such great brevity that one year
is believed to have had ten of those," terminated
(namely) by thirty-six days (using the argument
which is found among many writers of history,
that the Acarnanians had a year of six months,
the Arcadians of three, the Egyptians of four, and
they themselves sometimes even limited their
year by the end of the Moon), since the Scripture
itself openly destroys a sense of this kind. Where,
since it is read according to the Hebrews: *And
Adam lived 130 years, and begat Seth, and the
days of Adam after he begat Seth were 800 years,
and he begat sons and daughters, and all the time
that Adam lived were 930 years, and he died*, the
LXX said: *And Adam lived 230 years and begat
Seth, and his days after he begat Seth were 700
years, and he died.* And all his days were 930
years, and the rest in this manner. For what? Did
they place shorter years in the first part of each
verse, larger ones in the middle, and equal ones
at the end? which is both a deed of error and even
to suspectitis a deed of folly.

Some wonder why so great and so excellent an
interpreter of holy Scripture as Jerome, of whom
itwas said, and justly said: *Jerome, mostlearned
interpreter in various tongues, Bethlehem cele-
brates you, the whole world sounds your name*;
why (I say) he was unwilling, when he trans-
ferred the book of *Chronicles*, to hand down
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also to the Latins that which he had learned as
true from the Hebrews. However, whomsoever
this should move, he ought to know that just as
he himself prefaced in the same book of Times, he
either wished to be an interpreter or the founder
of a new work, and because perhaps he did not
wish, where the greatest necessity was not pre-
sent, to provoke the rage of those raving against
him of his own accord, to leave this business sin-
gularly to posterity, just as he says to the virgin
Eustochium in a certain place, that he wishes
indeed to prepare the rays and the threads, but
to leave the care of weaving to others. Indeed,
he who in so necessary a translation of divine
Scripture was almost oppressed with stones by
the Latins and the Hebrews at the same time.
By the Hebrews indeed, because the occasion for
mocking and calumniating Christians for faulty
Codices would be taken away from them; by
the Latins, however, because new and unusual
things, although better, were being thrust upon
them instead of the old and accustomed ones. So
that even the blessed Augustine, in letters trans-
mitted by most friendly charity through so many
spaces of sea and lands, took care to insert these
things.

"But I do not wish you to labor in turning the
canonical books into the Latin tongue, except in
that way in which you interpreted Job, so that
with signs applied, it may appear what distance
there is between yours and the interpretation
of the LXX, whose authority is most grave."
"For I cannot sufficiently wonder if something
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is found in the Hebrew examples which escaped
the most skilled interpreters of that language." "I
omit here the LXX, concerning whose counsel or
greater concord of spirit than if it were one man,
I do not dare to bring a certain opinion into any
part, except thatIthink a preeminentauthorityin
this gift is to be attributed to them without con-
troversy." "Those move me more, who when they
were interpreting later, and held the way and
rules of the Hebrew words and locutions more
bitingly (as itis said), not only did they not agree
among themselves, but equally left many things
which remained to be unearthed and brought
forth so long after." "For if they are obscure, it is
believed that you also can be deceived in them; if
manifest, it is not believed that they could have
been deceived in them."

Meanwhile, since the discourse is concerning
Times and Years, I admonish your simplicity
(mostbeloved brother), lest, seduced by common
opinion, you should hope as it were that the
present age is going to last six thousand years,
and according to the book of I know not which
heretic, which I remember having seen described
in ancient style when I was a boy, you should
think that while the day and hour of the judg-
ment are indeed not known, the year can be
foreknown by men, because the Lord said: *But
concerning thatday and hour no one knows*, but
he did not say concerning the year; and when
again he said: *It is not yours to know the times
or the moments*, neither there did he subjoin
years. For here the heresiarch chronographer was
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striving to assert that before the incarnation
of the Lord five thousand five hundred years
passed, and then until the day of judgment five
hundred would nonetheless remain, of which
three hundred and some above had passed at the
time when he was deliberating these things. Ac-
cumulating the sum of this number partly from
Genesis, partly from the book of Judges, but also
attributing twice forty years to Samuel and Saul.
And he used the argument that in the vineyard of
the Lord the last laborers worked one hour; and
John the apostle said: *Little children, itis thelast
hour*, which since one hour in a day, this in six
thousand years ought to be five hundred years,
and that the supervening evening after twelve
hours of the day, with twelve times five hundred
years completed, thatis, six thousand, the eternal
retribution of the just judge generates.

Whence also I myself grieve enough (I con-
fess) and, as much as is allowed, or even more,
I am wont to be angry as often as I am asked
by rustics how many years remain of the last
millennium of the world; and on the contrary I
myselfinquire from them whence they know that
the last millennium is now being enacted, since
the Lord in the Gospel does not testify the time
of his coming to be near or far, but commands
us always with girded loins and burning lamps
to watch and to expect him until he comes. For
I notice that when making a discourse to the
brothers, when the occasion happens to arise to
dispute concerning the Ages of the world, some of
the simpler ones think we are preaching six thou-
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sand years. Nor were there wanting those who
thought the state of this world, which is revolved
in seven days, was to be terminated in seven
thousand years, whom the oft-mentioned doctor
Augustine, in the exposition of the sixth Psalm,
argued against as being of manifest temerity,
saying among other things: "For if after seven
thousand years that day is going to come, every
man can predict his coming with years com-
puted. Where therefore will it be that not even
the Son knows this?" Which certainly was said
because men do not learn this through the Son:
not that he himself does not know it with himself,
according to that locution: *The Lord your God
tests you that he may know™, that is, that he may
make you to know; and: *Arise, Lord*, that is,
make us to arise. Since therefore the son is said
in this way not to know this day, not because he
does not know, but because he makes those not
to know for whom it is not expedient to know,
that is, he does not show this to them, what
does that I know not what presumption want for
itself, which with years computed hopes for the
most certain day of the Lord after seven thousand
years?

These things, most sweet brother, I send to
you as pledges of my innocence, these letters as
indices of friendly charity, lest you should think
me entirely devoid of human or divine science,
but rather that I profess with a faithful and
catholicvoice, according to the Scriptures and the
decrees of the Fathers, that the Lord Savior in the
sixth age of the world assumed mortal flesh for
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us; but that the course of the world, defined by no
certain number of years (to us), is known only to
the science of the Judge himself. For even if any-
one should say to me: *Behold here is Christ, or
behold there*, thatis, that heis going to be at this
or that time for judgment, I in no way listen, nor
do I follow him: for I know that as lightning flash-
ing from heaven shines on those things which
are under heaven, so shall the Son of man be in
his day. May you also recognize by what opinion
the common people came into the six or seven
thousand years, and by what authority I assert
the assertion of my computation: namely, by the
Hebrew truth produced through Origen, edited
through Jerome, praised through Augustine, and
confirmed through Josephus, than whom I find
none more learned in such matters. Nor indeed
is it to be wondered at that the laudable man
Eusebius, although with a wonderful genius of
knowing and speaking he was able to congluti-
nate tile and iron (as it is said), was nonetheless
not able to do what he had not learned, thatis, to
know the Hebrew tongue, for fear of which as if
of deserved reverence he did not fear to corrupt
even that which he himself knew, as we have
taught above.

I certainly beseech that youreach these letters
of my purgation to our most religious and most
learned brother David, so that he may be able to
read them in the presence of our venerable lord
and father, Wilfrid, namely, the bishop, so that
since I was first attacked with reproaches more
foolishly in his presence and hearing, now also
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with him hearing and judging, it may appear how
undeservedly I suffered those same reproaches.
I also ask David himself before the rest, that,
according to the example of the boy of the same
name to him, he should busily contend to put to
flight the fury of the wicked spirit from a foolish
brother by the exhortation of sound words, as
if by the sweet modulation of psalmody. Which
certainly in that feast in which, drunk with the
cup, he studied to blame me, he who rather ought
to have made himself blameless by being intent
on reading, was unable to fulfill, as being not
yet conscious of my sense and opinion which he
was praising. For it is truly said: *Because if the
serpent bites in silence, there is no abundance to
the enchanter.* Amen.

EPISTLE IV

, TO WICREDA, Concerning the celebration of Easter, or
concerning the vernal equinox according to Anatolius.

To the most reverend and most holy brother
Wicreda, the priest, Bede, sends desirable salva-
tion in the Lord.

Full well I received the letter of your kindness,
most beloved brother in Christ, and I have has-
tened to describe the chapters you requested
and direct them to you, mindful of the familiar-
ity and sweetness with which you received me
when I came there. But also that question, de-
servedly famous, regarding ecclesiastical history,
about which you questioned me in person, and
to which I then responded briefly as I could, I
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have now studied to explain more broadly even
by letter; that is, concerning the vernal equinox,
which in the aforementioned book the most rev-
erend bishop Anatolius is said to have noted
on the eleventh day before the Kalends of April
[March 22], whereas the other Egyptian masters
decree that this should rather be noted on the
twelfth day before those same Kalends [March
21]. For the holy Proterius, bishop of the church
of Alexandria, says, writing to the most blessed
Pope Leo concerning Easter: "And clearly indeed
according to the course of the sun, on the 25th
day of the month of Phamenoth, which is also
known to be the equinox on the 12th day before
the Kalends of April. But it is not proper to fix
the beginning of the first month according to the
course of the moon entirely from this equinox;
otherwise the course of the moon ought to have
agreed in all things with the circle of the sun."
And holy Cyril, prelate of the same Church, says:
"For the sun itself is daily enclosed both on land
and sea at the end of the day, and is opened at
the beginning of the day, and the sun finishes
the course of the whole year on the twelfth day
before the Kalends of April." Whence you are
rightly moved, as are other studious people, how
Anatolius, though he himself be Egyptian by edu-
cation and race, writes as if contrary to the Egypt-
ian doctors of letters, that the same equinox is
accustomed to occur on the eleventh day before
the Kalends of April. "It is therefore," he says, "in
the first year the beginning of the first month,
which is the beginning of the cycle of nineteen

42,



LETTERS
years, according to the Egyptians indeed on the
twenty-sixth day of the month of Phamenoth,
according to the Macedonians on the 22nd of the
month of Dystrus, but according to the Romans
on the eleventh day before the Kalends of April,
on which day the sun is found not only to have
ascended the first part, but even to have a fourth
part already on that day, that is, in the first of
twelve parts." Now this first particle is the vernal
equinox and it is itself the beginning of months,
and the head of the cycle, and the resolution of
the course of the stars, which are called planets,
that is, wanderers, and the end of the twelfth
particle, and the terminus of the whole cycle. But
by a very easy reason I believe it can be taught
that he is not contrary to the other teachers of
Egypt and the East in this. For the reason of the
quadrant (which they call bissextus), causes the
sun to reach the equinoctial place of its course
in the zodiacal circle, now at its first rising, now
at midday, now at sunset, now at midnight; and
as often as it happens that the equinox occurs
in the morning or at midday, it pertains to the
twelfth day before the Kalends of April; but as
often as it occurs in the evening or at midnight,
it pertains to the eleventh day before those same
Kalends. For without contradiction every night
from the time the Lord rose from the dead is
placed before the times of the following day, but
is not added to the preceding. Whence Anatolius
consultingly does not forbid Easter to be cele-
brated on the eleventh, but before the eleventh
before the Kalends of April; for after those words
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of his which we have set down, he immediately
subjoins: And therefore we say that they trans-
gress not a little who think that Easter ought to
be celebrated before this beginning of the new
year. He does not therefore forbid Easter to be
celebrated in this beginning in which he says the
equinox is, but before this beginning of the new
year, since he himself in the same book diligently
affirms from the writings of the ancient and new
Fathers alike, that Easter cannot be performed
before the passing of the equinox. For he was
himself a witness to himself thatin writing he did
not mark the first times of the equinoctial seat,
butthelast, thatis, those from which he knew the
celebration of Easter could begin. For when in the
second or third year after the bissextus the Lord's
day of Easter occurs on the eleventh day before
the Kalends of April, it is indeed established that
the time of Easter begins with the equinox. The
parts of whose ceremony are celebrated on the
first night of the same, although no one doubts
that the equinox is perfected while that night is
in its middle or even beginning, for the reason
that the hour of the Lord's resurrection itself,
which occurred at dawn, is rightly celebrated.
And that you may clearly perceive that Anatolius
writes specifically of the evening equinox, from
which Easter can begin, and that he regularly re-
gards the twelfth day before the Kalends of April,
attend to what he notes in the following from the
opinion of the ancient Fathers. For since there are
two equinoxes of spring and autumn separated
by equal spaces, and on the fourteenth day of
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the first month the solemnity is appointed after
evening, when the moon placed opposite the sun
from that region is observed, as even may be
proved by the eyes, the sun is found obtaining the
part of the vernal equinox, but the moon on the
contrary that of the autumnal.

What wonder then if he says the equinox
occurs on the 11th before the Kalends of April
[March 22], since he declares himself to be speak-
ing of that hour when, the sun setting in the
evening, the moon on the contrary lifts up its
rising. Where likewise it must be observed that
he said the equinoxes of spring and autumn were
separated by equal spaces. And from this it must
be gathered that from equinox to equinox we
ought to compute half a year, and to note the
autumnal on the twelfth day before the Kalends
of October [September 20], separated by one
hundred and eighty-two days from the vernal.
Which the horological inspection also teaches to
be most true, especially since he supports this
most equal separation of the year between the
equinoxes with the words of the most ancient
and learned teacher Aristobulus, who was one of
those seventy illustrious interpreters of the Holy
Scripture. Moreover, what the same Anatolius
says, "On which day the sun is found not only
to have ascended the first part, but even to have
a fourth [quadram] already on that day, that is,
in the first of twelve parts," he names the twelve
parts the twelve signs of the horoscope, each of
which holds the sun for thirty days and a few
hours besides. Whence also Maro [Virgil] says
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of the same: "Therefore the golden sun rules
the world's orb through the twelve stars of the
world, measured in certain parts," of which parts,
namely, the first begins according to nature from
the place of the vernal equinox. Hence Anatolius
rightly subjoins: "Now this first of the twelve
is the vernal equinox," because indeed the begin-
ning of the same part, namely, where the sun was
first placed, holds the equinox itself; he rightly
premised that the sun on that day not only had
ascended the first part, but even had a fourth
[quadram] already on that day, because as often
as the equinoctial time according to the afore-
mentioned reason falls on the eleventh before the
Kalends of April, so often in that very moment
of time that fourth part of the day, which is
accustomed to increase annually, is recognized
to be perfected according to nature. For when
the equinox happens on the twelfth day before
the same Kalends, then in that same day, and in
the same equinoctial hour, the same quadrant is
naturally filled. But we add "naturally" because it
is of human custom to insert it at various times
of the year as it pleased any nation. But it is of
natural reason to be added at the completion of
the solar circle, which Cyril also marked in that
opinion which we proposed above, saying: "And
the sun finishes the course of the whole year on
the twelfth day before the Kalends of April." And
lest anyone should perhaps contend that in this
opinion of Anatolius we could not understand
what he himself felt, it is pleasing to join in a few
words what the most learned man Victor, bishop
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of the city of Capua, described concerning these
same parts and the equinox: "The celestial circle,"
he says, "through which the sun and moon and
stars, which are called planets, are borne by their
own motion against the impetus of the whole
heaven, is distributed through twelve parts by
the judgment of wisdom. Which having been
completed on the 365th day, in which whole
time the year is fulfilled, when the sun shall
have repeated the beginning of the first part of
the aforementioned circle, the principle of the
year arises, which happens from the twelfth day
before the Kalends of April unto the eleventh. For
often it is found to occur in the evening, some-
times at night, and occasionally on the day of the
11th before the Kalends of April itself. Therefore
on the twenty-fifth or sixth day of the month
of March according to the Alexandrians, that is,
according to the Latins on the twelfth or eleventh
day before the Kalends of April, the beginning of
the first month occurs according to the course of
the sun. But lest anyone should wish to accuse us
of inconstancy, as if we, fluctuating under ambi-
guity, were by no means defining the day of the
first month, let such a rebuker or rather inquirer
know that the most skillful and very subtle inves-
tigation of the Egyptians teaches that the first
hour of another day begins from the seventh hour
of the day; and though it be the 25th day of the
month of March, the 12th before the Kalends of
April, if in the evening of the same day the sun
should illuminate the space of the first part, it is
already ascribed to the 26th day, from the subtle
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and without doubt probable Egyptian tradition,
as we have said. And after a few words: Therefore
the moon, he says, if it is found to be the 14th, the
sun being constituted in the first part of its circle,
it is rightly ascribed to the first month. But if the
moon shall have shone forth with its full light
as the 14th before the sun shall have reached the
mentioned first part of its circle, it is found or will
be reputed to be the 12th month. And therefore as
often as it so happens, the solemnity of Easter is
deferred to the next full moon, which must nec-
essarily happen with the sun still constituted in
the first part of the twelve parts of the circle."

These words from the blessed Victor it has
pleased me to take up, so that the opinion of
the holy Father Anatolius, which in both his own
paschal work and in the ecclesiastical history is
obscure to most, might be rendered clearer to you
through his words. Butneitheris this to be passed
over, that there are those who contend that Ana-
tolius in this opinion by no means placed the
eleventh, but the eighth day before the Kalends of
April [March 25], saying that Eusebius, when he
placed this opinion in the ecclesiastical history,
changed the day for the day, and because he
saw the rest well and philosophically placed, he
wished to correct in one word what he saw to be
less perfectly said in it, lest he should show him,
namely, whom he had proposed to praise, to be
openly noteworthy, if he had inserted his pure
words, and as he himself had written, in his own
histories. But it is a wonder if Eusebius, a writer
so circumspect in speech and sense, could be so
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desirous of the praise of others that, deflowering
their writings, he feigned that they said those
things which they had not said, nor feared to
be rebuked after his readers should search their
complete works, and find those things which he
had taken from them placed otherwise in their
authors. It is a wonder if such an imposture
escaped Victor, whose words we have set down,
a man equally of distinguished erudition, who
in another work writing concerning Easter, tak-
ing up this same opinion of Anatolius from the
ecclesiastical history as if by right laudable and
memorable, inserted it where he thought oppor-
tune, and he himself writing the eleventh, not
the eighth day before the Kalends of April in it.
But also Dionysius, surnamed Exiguus, eminent
in knowledge, it is a wonder why he himself in
his paschal epistles should demand the support
of Anatolius from the ecclesiastical history, if he
knew his words were falsified there, since it could
not be hidden from him, as one most skilled
even in the Greek language, how these were first
published. For he speaks thus: "But because it is
not evidently gathered in the writings of Moses
from where this month takes its beginning, or
where it is terminated: the aforementioned ven-
erable 318 bishops, investigating more skillfully
the observance of the ancient custom, and as
delivered from holy Moses, just as it is reported
in the seventh book of the ecclesiastical history,
said that the moon born from the 8th of the Ides
of March [March 8] unto the day of the Nones
of April [April 5] makes the beginning of the first
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month, and that the 14th moon is to be sought
more skillfully from the twelfth day before the
Kalends of April [March 21] unto the 14th before
the Kalends of May [April 18]." Therefore it seems
likely that Eusebius indeed faithfully putinto his
histories what he had found in the Greek author-
ity. But that the little book of Anatolius itself was
afterwards corrupted in some Latin copies by the
fraud of those, namely, who, being ignorant of
the true time of Easter, desired to defend their
error by the authority of such a Father.

But let those who think that Eusebius rather
amended one opinion than that any others falsi-
fied the whole book of Anatolius ask how it is
written in that book. But what wonder if they
have erred in the twenty-first moon who added
three days before the equinox, in which they
define that Easter can be sacrificed, which is
certainly to be thought absurd in every way. To
whom it must be answered, that Anatolius could
have known many of those who felt thus or so
concerning Easter, and yet have not reached our
notice. And on the contrary it must be asked of
them how it is written in that same book: "There
is therefore in the first year the beginning of the
first month, which is the beginning of the cycle
of nineteen years, according to the Egyptians in-
deed on the 26th day of the month of Phamenoth,
according to the Macedonians on the 22nd day
of the month of Dystrus. But according to the
Romans on the 26th day of the month of March,
that is, the 8th before the Kalends of April,"
since the 26th day of the month of Phamenoth
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of the Egyptians, and the 22nd day of the month
of Dystrus of the Macedonians is not the 8th
before the Kalends of April, but the 11th before
the Kalends of April. Does it not appear most
likely how falsified the opinion is, where he him-
self who changed the 8th for the 11th before the
Kalends of April, forgot also to change the state of
the Egyptian or Greek months? But leaving these
which were less known to remain as they were,
he changed only that which was visible to his
own and himself. Let those who read Anatolius in
Greek rather see which of these is more true.

Truly, whether Eusebius or any other whoso-
ever changed this one opinion or the whole
book itself from its state, it is certain without
any doubt, although a very great crowd of the
ancients confirms it, that the equinox can by no
means be found on the eighth day before the
Kalends of April [March 25]. Which will be proved
both in horological inspection and by open rea-
son. For the rule of ecclesiastical observation
holds, which is proved both by the edicts of the
former Fathers and more clearly by the Council
of Nicaea, that the Lord's day of Easter should be
sought from the 11th before the Kalends of April
[March 22] unto the 7th day before the Kalends
of May [April 25]. Likewise the rule of catholic
institution commands that Easter should not
be celebrated before the passing of the vernal
equinox. He therefore who thinks the equinox is
on the 8th before the Kalends of April, must of
necessity either say it is lawful for Easter to be
celebrated before the equinox, or deny that it is
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lawful for Easter to be celebrated before the 7th
day before the Kalends [April 25]. He would also
confirm that the very Easter which the Lord per-
formed with the disciples on the day before he
suffered, either was not on the ninth day before
the Kalends of April [March 24], or was before
the equinox. Farewell always in the Lord, most
beloved Father.

In the first year of the nineteen-year cycle,
the moon is 30 on the 11th before the Kalends of
April [March 22], and in the same year the 14th
moon is on the fifth day before the Nones of April
[April 5], that is, the Nones of April: join it to 30
and take the regulars of the month of April, in
that year in which the 14th moon falls in April.
But in that month in which the 14th moon falls
in March, hold thirty-six as the March regulars.
From the epacts indeed you will most easily rec-
ognize whether the fourteenth moon occurs in
March or in April. For if you have more than 15
or less than 5 epacts, the 14th moon is computed
in April. Hold therefore the regulars in April as
thirty-five, and always subtract the epacts of that
year, and what shall remain, thatis the day of the
fourteenth moon; for example, in the third year
of the nineteen-year cycle there will be 22 epacts;
take 22 from 35 and 13 remain; on the thirteenth
day of the month of April, thatis, the Ides of April,
the fourteenth moon occurs. If moreover you seek
the weekday [feria] of the 14th moon, add the
concurrents of that year to the number which
is left, as for example to those thirteen which
are present, and also 7 as the regulars in April.
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Collect all these and afterwards divide by seven,
and what shall remain is itself the weekday of
the fourteenth moon, and thus you will most
easily arrive at the Lord's day. But for the month
of March hold thirty-six as the regulars, subtract
the epacts of that year; for example, in the second
year of the nineteen-year cycle they become 11;
taking 11 from 36, 25 remain; on the 25th day of
the same month, the 14th moon will be present,
that is, the eighth day before the Kalends of
April. If moreover you require the weekday of the
same day, add the concurrents of that year to the
prescribed number and four as the regulars in
March. These also being collected into one and
divided by seven, what shall remain is itself the
day of the fourteenth moon;if nothing remains, it
is the 7th weekday [Saturday]. Therefore if thirty
being subtracted from the epacts, whatever re-
mains is over, that is the day of the month in
which you will find the 14th moon; as in that year
in which four epacts occur, take 4 from 35 and 31
remain. Take 30 and 1 remains. On the first day
of the month the 14th moon occurs, that is, the
Kalends of April. If 30 being deducted from the
epacts 30 remain, the 14th moon falls on the 14th
day of the month, which happens once within 19
years, when 6 epacts are ascribed, and the 14th
moon occurs on the 3rd before the Kalends of
April [March 30]. That I may instruct you with
examples to find the weekday on which the 14th
moon occurs, as for example in the present year
of the Lord's incarnation 776, take the epacts of
this year 26, and 35 regulars being subtracted
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from the same, 9 remain, and behold on the 9th
day of the month the 14th moon will be, that is,
the 5th before the Ides of April [April 9]. Join also
the concurrents of the present year, thatis,1to 9
and they become 10, and to these add 7 and they
become 17; divide these by 7: twice 7 are 14 and 3
remain; it will be the third weekday [Tuesday] for
the 14th moon, 4th for the 15th, 5th for the 16th,
6th for the 17th, 7th for the 18th, 1st for the 19th,
which is the day of Easter, the 5th before the Ides
of April [April 9] is the 14th moon, 4th before the
Ides the 15th, 3rd before the Ides the 16th, 2nd be-
fore the Ides the 17th, Ides the 18th, [then to] the
Kalends of May the 19th. In the second year after
this, 7, because they are more than 5 and less than
15, the 14th moon pertains to March, which you
shall thus seek. Take the regulars of the month of
March 36, subtract 7 from them, and 29 remain;
on the twenty-ninth of the month of March, that
is, the 4th before the Kalends of April [March 29],
the fourteenth moon occurs to you. To find the
weekday, take those same 29 and add to them the
concurrents of that year, that is, 2, they become
31. To these also add four as the regulars, and the
whole sum will be 35; divide by 7. For five times 7
become 35 and nothing remains, because the sev-
enth weekday will be the fourteenth moon on the
fourth before the Kalends of April [March 29], and
the 15th on the third before the Kalends of April
[March 30]. That is the Lord's day of Easter, also
through the individual years of the nineteen-year
cycle. Always with these regulars and this reason,
the annual days of the epacts being subtracted,

54



LETTERS

you will find the fourteenth moon without error,
and with those regulars the prescribed number
of concurrents being joined. You will also find the
fourteenth weekday of the moon, and thus the
weekdays which remain of that week being com-
puted, add also the age of the waxing moon to the
individual days, and then you will most certainly
find the place of the moon and its age at the same
time.

These arguments, beloved companion, by my
own labor /I have described for you; you say by
what gift with me / You would strive today, while
I, weary, give such things to you.

Exposition of the three-fourths [dodrans] and
the half-ounce [semuncia] in the parts of hours,
through which the ratio of the lunar light is com-
puted among writers.

One hour always having been passed with a
three-fourths and a half-ounce, that is, the space
of one hour being divided into twenty-four half-
ounces, because there are so many half-ounces
in a full pound [libra], and again divide twenty-
four into four, that is four times six, and three
times six is called a three-fourths [dodrans]|, and
once indeed a quadrant, and this is what he says
of the three-fourths of one hour, that is, in three
parts and eighteen half-ounces. Moreover, be-
cause also a half-ounce of the six remaining half-
ounces, pertaining to the quadrant, he wished
to be added to the three-fourths, so that there
should be nineteen half-ounces, by which the
tides of the Ocean might daily come later and
recede later.
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Concerning the ordering of the Paschal Week-
days by Theophilus, bishop of Caesarea, and the
synod of the rest of the bishops.

After the resurrection or ascension of the Lord
the Savior, the Apostles could ordain nothing as
to how they ought to observe Easter, because
they were dispersed through the whole world,
occupied in preaching. But on whatever day the
fourteenth moon should be in the month of
March, they celebrated Easter. After the passing
therefore of all the apostles from this world,
they held various fasts through the individual
provinces. For the Gauls, on whatever day it
should be the eighth before the Kalends of April
[March 25], when the resurrection of Christ was
handed down, always celebrated Easter; but in
Italy some fasted for twenty days, others for
seven. Moreover the Orientals, as they saw from
the apostles, as was said above, held Easter on the
fourteenth moon, in the month of March. When
therefore these such observations were held
through the individual provinces, whence there
was grief to the priests, for the reason that their
fasts dissented from those by whom one faith
was rightly held. Then Pope Victor, bishop of the
city of Rome, directed authority to Theophilus,
prelate of Caesarea of Palestine, so that where
the ordering might be made as to how Easter
might be celebrated by right law by all catholic
churches, there where the Lord and Savior of the
world had lived in the flesh. The authority there-
fore having been received, the aforesaid bishop
called together all the bishops not only from
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his own province, but also from various regions.
Where when that multitude of priests convened,
then Bishop Theophilus brought forth the au-
thority sent to him by Pope Victor, and showed
what work had been enjoined upon him. Then all
the bishops together said: Unless first it be inves-
tigated how the world was from the beginning,
nothing can be salubriously ordained concerning
the observance of Easter. The bishops therefore
said: What day do we believe to have been made
first in the world, if not the Lord's day [Sunday]?
Bishop Theophilus said: Prove what you say. The
bishops responded: According to the authority of
Scripture, it was made evening and morning, the
first day.

Then the second, third, fourth, fifth, sixth,
seventh. In which seventh day God rested from
all his works, which day he called the Sabbath.
Therefore since the Sabbath marks the last day,
what can be the first, if not the Lord's day
[Sunday|? Bishop Theophilus said: Behold, you
have proved concerning the Lord's day that it is
the first; but what do you say concerning the
time? For four times of the world are accepted:
Spring, summer, autumn, winter. What time
therefore was made first in the world? The bish-
ops responded: Spring. Bishop Theophilus said:
Prove what you say. And they responded, It is
written: Let the earth bring forth grass of fodder
according to its kind and the fruit-bearing tree,
bearing its fruit. Now this is accepted for the
times of spring. Bishop Theophilus said: In what
place do you believe the head of the world to
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be? In the beginning of time, or in the middle of
time, or at the end? The bishops responded: In the
equinox on the eighth day before the Kalends of
April [March 25]. Bishop Theophilus said: Prove
what you say. And they responded: It is written
that God made the light and God called the light
day, and he made the darkness, and he called the
darkness night, and he divided between light and
darkness in equal parts. Theophilus said: Behold,
you have proved concerning the day or time;
what does it seem to you concerning the moon?
Whether waxing and already full, or diminished,
was it consecrated by God? The bishops re-
sponded: Full. And he: Prove what you say. They
responded: And he made two great luminaries,
and he placed them in the firmament of heaven
that they might shine over the earth. The greater
luminary for the beginning of the day, the lesser
luminary for the beginning of the night; it could
not be otherwise unless it were full. Now there-
fore we have investigated how the world was
made in the beginning, that is, on the Lord's day.
In the time of spring in the equinox, which is the
eighth day before the Kalends of April, the moon
is full through that time alone and the elements
arise. Theophilus said: Now therefore action
must be taken concerning the ordering, how we
ought to hold Easter. The bishops said: Can the
Lord's day be passed over, so that Easter is by no
means celebrated in it, which has been sanctified
by so many and such blessings? Theophilus said:
Say therefore by what and what kind of blessings
you assert it to have been sanctified, so that we
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may write it. The first blessing to it is because in
it the darkness was removed, and light appeared.
The second blessing to it is that from the land
of Egypt as if from the darkness of sins, as if
through the fountain of baptism through the Red
Sea the people were liberated. The third blessing
to itis because on the same day the celestial food
manna was given to men. The fourth blessing is
that which Moses mandates to the people: Let
the first and the last day be observed by you. The
fifth blessingis as he saysin the 117th psalm: They
surrounded me like bees, and they burned like
fire among thorns. But concerning the resurrec-
tion of the Lord he says: This is the day which the
Lord has made, let us exult and be glad in it, even
unto the horn of the altar. The sixth blessing to it
is that on it the Lord rose. You see therefore that
the Lord's day of resurrection can uniquely be
held for Easter. Theophilus says: But concerning
the time it was mandated to Moses by God: This
month shall be to you the beginning of months,
perform Easter in it. Therefore all thirty days
were consecrated by the Lord. The bishops said:
We have already given the response above, that
the beginning of the world is the equinox on the
eighth before the Kalends of April. And from the
eighth before the Kalends of April unto the eighth
before the Kalends of May [April 24], we read that
they are consecrated. Theophilus said: Behold, is
it not impious that the Lord's passion, so great
a mystery of the sacrament, should be excluded
outside the limit? For the Lord suffered from the
eleventh day before the Kalends of April [March
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22], on which night he was betrayed by the Jews,
and he rose from the seventh before the Kalends
[March 26]; how then are three days excluded
outside the term? All the bishops said: By no
reason ought it to happen that so great a sacra-
ment be excluded outside the limit, but let these
three days be brought within the term, and it was
constituted to withdraw from below. Therefore
in that synod from the eleventh day before the
Kalends of April [March 22] unto the eleventh day
before the Kalends of May [April 21], they ought
to observe Easter, and let it be lawful for no one
to transgress the constituted limit either before
or afterwards. Likewise let the divine precept
concerning the moon be held. It was mandated
through Moses: Let it be observed by you from
the fourteenth moon until the 21st. Therefore it
is established that these seven moons likewise
in holding Easter were consecrated. When there-
fore the Lord's day occurs within its limit from
the eleventh before the Kalends of April unto
the eleventh before the Kalends of May, and the
eighth moon from those has been sanctified, it
has seemed good to us to celebrate Easter. Every
paschal moon of whatever ageitis, if you subtract
seven from it, the age of the moon which happens
in the beginning of Lent will be made for you. For
example: If the fifteenth moon is paschal, take
twelve from fifteen, and one hundred and eleven
remain. The moon is the third in the beginning of
Lent, in that year in which the fifteenth moon is
on the Lord's day of Easter, and the rest likewise.
Remember that in a bissextile year the moon of
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the month of February has thirty days, and yet
the moon of the month of March has thirty days,
asitalwayshas, lest the ratio of the paschal moon
should waver.

EPISTLE V

, TO ACCA. On the beginning of Genesis.

To the most beloved and most Reverend abbot
Acca, the most humble of the servants of Christ,
Bede, [sends] greeting!

Concerning the beginning of the book of
Genesis, in which the creation of this world is
described, many have said many things, and have
left many monuments of their genius. But espe-
cially, as far as our littleness has been able to
learn, Basil of Caesarea, whom the translator Eu-
stathius made to be Latin from Greek; Ambrose of
Milan; and Augustine, bishop of Hippo. Of these,
the first in nine books, the second, following his
footsteps, in six books, the third in twelve books,
and again in two others specially written against
the Manichaeans, poured forth long streams of
saving doctrine for readers, the promise of Truth
being fulfilled in them, where He said: "He who
believes in me, as the Scripture says, out of his
belly shall flow rivers of living water."

From which Augustine also, in the books of
his Confessions, and also in the books which he
composed excellently against the adversary of
the law and the prophets, but also scattered in
other small works of his, has made some memory
of the same primordial creation, with a suitable
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exposition. But because these works are so copi-
ous and so deep that such volumes can hardly
be acquired except by the wealthier, and such
profound things can hardly be examined except
by the more learned, it has pleased your holiness
to enjoin this duty upon us, that from all these,
as if from the most pleasant fields of a broadly
flowering paradise, we should pluck what might
seem sufficient for the necessity of the weak.

Nor was I slow in executing what you deigned
to command, but rather, having immediately
looked through the volumes of the Fathers, I
collected from them, and divided into two small
books, those things which could instruct a still
rude reader, by which, once learned, he might
learn to ascend to the higher and stronger read-
ing of the elders. In which work I studied to set
down the sense throughout of the mentioned
Fathers and of other equally Catholic Fathers,
sometimes in their own words, sometimes, for
the sake of brevity, in my own, sometimes with
their names silent, sometimes mentioned as the
opportunity of the places dictated.

And I brought the work forward until Adam,
cast out from the paradise of delight, entered the
exile of temporal life. I am also about to write
some things concerning the following parts of
the sacred history, if God wills, with the help of
your intercession accompanying, provided that I
first examine for a little while the book of the
holy prophet and priest Ezra, in which he, as both
prophet and historian, wrote the sacraments of
Christ and the Church under the figure of the
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released long captivity, the restored temple, the
rebuilt holy city, the vessels brought back to
Jerusalem which had been taken away, the law of
God rewritten which had been burnt, the people
corrected from foreign wives and turned with one
heart and soul to the service of God; and I shall
return some of these things which I have men-
tioned more open to the studious, God favoring.

Fare well, always most beloved bishop, mind-
ful of us in the Lord!

EPISTLE VI

TO THE SAME ACCA. On the temple of Solomon.

The vessel of election and teacher of the
Gentiles exhorts us to the reading of the divine
oracles, witnessing with a truthful voice that
"whatever things were written, were written
for our instruction, so that through patience
and the consolation of the Scriptures we might
have hope." Where he excellently declares that
patience must be held by us, and the consolation
of the Scriptures must be looked into, for the
obtaining of the hope of heavenly goods.

Namely, patience, so that we may tolerate
those adversities which occur with a humble and
submissive mind, as scourges inflicted by a just
judge and a pious father, whether for the glory of
virtues and the increase of merits, if we are struck
being just and innocent, or for the correction of
morals, if we are entangled in vices.

And the consolation of the Scriptures, so that
by frequent meditation on these we may recall
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to memory how much those highest Fathers and
illustrious lights of the Church often bore of dark
affliction in this present life, how much glory
they received in the future life with the divine
merit of piety and patience, and how much of
unfailing praise and clarity they left among all
the faithful in this life; the Scripture saying: "The
memory of the just is with praises" (Prov. 10).
And again: "The bodies of the saints are buried in
peace, and their names shall live from generation
to generation" (Ecclus. 44).

And the apostle James: "Behold, we count
them blessed," he says, "who have endured. You
have heard of the patience of Job, and you have
seen the end of the Lord" (James 5). Moreover,
notin vain did he add to the mentioned pressures
of the just: "And you have seen the end of the
Lord," because neither did He depart hence with-
out a scourge, who lived here without fault; and
He who appeared in the world to heal the sick and
raise the dead, Himself, to show us an example of
patience, willed to return from the world through
the infirmity of death.

Whence the Psalmist, when he had said: "Our
God is the God of salvation" (Psalm 67), soon
added, wondering or rather being struck with
awe: "And of the Lord, the Lord, is the issue
of death." Therefore, through patience and the
consolation of the Scriptures we have hope, also
of our being consoled after the afflictions of our
pressures, when we ourselves have been patient
in tribulation and have brought back to mind the
acts of those who both far preceded us in the

64



LETTERS
merit of justice and far greater contests of adver-
sities tolerated for us.

For they, on account of the justice in which
they excellently shone, often suffered the perse-
cutions of the unjust, so that with the work of
justice they might receive the crown of insuper-
able patience, and moreover leave their fixed
footsteps to all following them by their glorious
perseverance. But we are more often chastised
for our errors by the mercy and provision of our
Creator, so that returning to our conscience with
wholesome compunction, we may solicitously
punish with diluting tears what we admitted
with deceptive allurements and negligences; and
thus, the Lord helping, corrected to the hope of
life, we may deserve to pertain to the fellowship
of those who were afflicted being innocent.

For even here in the consolation of the Scrip-
tures we find that the Lord blessed all fearing
Him, the small with the great, and declared that
there are many mansions for us in the house of
His Father. By whose consolation now I do not
doubt that you also, most beloved of bishops,
daily alleviate the present anguishes of temporal
things, and are sublimely animated to see the
goods of the Lord in the land of the living, as one
abounding not only in the pages of the divine
letters, but also in their pious expositions, which
the venerable Scripture of the Fathers has left to
us.

But because new things sometimes delight
anyone more, it seemed good to me to send to
your holiness for reading the little work which I
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had recently composed allegorically concerning
the making of the temple of God, following the
footsteps of the great treatisers. Intent upon the
reading of which, by how much more you find the
sacraments of Christ and the Church implanted
in the ancient pages, by how much more you
perceive there the gifts of God, whether given to
us in the present or promised in the future, by so
much lighter, I believe, and less to be cared for,
you will judge all fleeting things, both adverse
and prosperous; according to the example of the
blessed John, who, being relegated by an impious
emperor within the straits of one very small
island, was immediately introduced by the pious
Creator, through the spirit, to contemplate those
infinite secrets of the heavenly mansions; and
where he was thought by his deceived enemies
to be destitute of the help and society of friendly
men, there he deserved to enjoy the sight and
colloquy of friendly angels. Taught by whom, he
learned thatthe allurements and bitterness of the
age are all the more to be despised, by how much
more sublimely he beheld those things which, for
their magnitude and eternity, it is certain are far
more to be feared or loved.

Always faring well, most beloved, intercede
for us.

EPISTLE VII

, TO NOTHELM THE PRIEST. On the XXX Questions.

To his most beloved brother Nothelm, Bede,
[sends] greeting!
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The things from the book of Kings which
you sent to me to be elucidated, most beloved
brother, I took care to explain immediately, as
far as I could, the Lord helping; at least with
this distinction, that I should include for you in
this volume thirty of these propositions, which
perhaps seemed weightier, distinguished into
short chapters, so that they might be found more
easily. But the other names or words which you
noted mixed in, which could be solved more eas-
ily and briefly, I should transmit at the same time
to your fraternity, collected separately in other
schedules.

Although I myself knew that many things in
the same book are much more obscure than those
which you judged should be sought from me. But
also this I was not ignorant of, that it is often
wont to happen that he who had already well
understood some perhaps more obscure things,
who namely had found these sufficiently ex-
plained in the treatises of great authors, himself
still perseveres uncertain and doubtful in certain
easier senses, which those who were treating
more profound things perhaps did not think
worthy of being sought. It also happens that not
all things which have been written by the Fathers
can be had by all, and the questions of the Scrip-
tures are ignored by readers; not because they
have not been explained by teachers, but because
either those questions of theirs arenothad, oritis
not understood that they are had by those seek-
ing; as itis certain has happened in very many of
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those whose answers you both sought from me
and received.

In which answers indeed, I who have studied
to satisfy your petitions following the footsteps
of the Fathers, pray that, rendering a due return
for our devotion, you would remember to inter-
cede for our safety both of heart and of body,
together with the brothers who in those places
serve the Lord with you. But also if you find
anything concerning these things which I have
written perhaps more aptly set forth elsewhere,
which could very easily happen, do not be slow to
direct this to us also quickly.

EPISTLE VIII

, TO BISHOP ACCA, In the exposition of the Gospel accord-
ing to Mark.

About to write the exposition of the Gospel
according to Mark, with the help of the same
evangelical grace, we have judged that first the
cause for the same Mark of writing the Gospel
must be briefly insinuated.

When the clear light of the true God had arisen
in the city of Rome by the preaching of the blessed
apostle Peter, the word of truth so illustrated
the minds of all with a pleasing hearing, that no
satiety was ever made to those hearing him daily.
Whence neither hearing alone sufficed them, but
beseeching with all prayers they entreat Mark
his disciple, that those things which he [Peter]
preached by word, he should commit to Scripture
for their perpetual commonition, so that athome
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and abroad they might remain in meditations of
a word of this kind.

Nor do they desist from beseeching before
they obtained what they had prayed for. But Pe-
ter, when he discovered through the Holy Spirit
that he was despoiled by a religious theft, was
delighted; and considering their faith and devo-
tion through these things, he confirmed the deed,
and delivered the Scripture to the Churches to be
read forever.

Clement, in the sixth book of the Dispositions,
describes these things as having been so done.
To whom also the bishop of Hierapolis, Papias by
name, gives a similar testimony; who also says
this, that Peter in his first Epistle, which he wrote
from the city of Rome, remembered Mark, in
which he tropically named Rome Babylon, when
he says: "The Church which is in Babylon, elected
together, salutes you, and so does Mark my son."

The Gospel therefore having been assumed
which he himself had made, he went into Egypt,
and first announcing Christ at Alexandria, he
constituted the Church with such doctrine and
continence of life, that he compelled all followers
of Christ to the example of himself.

Finally Philo, the most eloquent of the Jews,
seeing the first Church at Alexandria still Judaiz-
ing, wrote a book upon their conversation as if
in praise of his own nation. And just as Luke
narrates that those believing at Jerusalem had
all things in common, so also he committed to
memory what he saw happening at Alexandria
under Mark as teacher.
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Moreover, they hand down that he [Mark] was
of the Israelite nation and sprung from a priestly
lineage; and after the passion and resurrection
of the Lord the Savior, he was imbued with the
evangelical faith and sacraments by the preach-
ing of the apostles, and was of their number of
whom Luke writes that "also a great multitude
of priests was obedient to the faith." Wherefore,
as one instructed in the legal edicts, he showed
beforehand the best order of living in all things
to the nation which he was calling to the faith.
But also he showed the canonical observance
of Easter, which was to be imitable for all the
Churches of Christ.

About to write on whose Gospel at your
exhortation, most beloved of bishops Acca, and
also that of many other brothers, as the Lord
has given, we shall take care to set down things
collected here and there, especially those which
we have found in the examples of the venerable
Fathers. But also we shall interpose some of our
own in imitation of their sense, where it shall
seem opportune. And I suppliantly beseech the
reader, that if he should judge these little works
of ours worthy of transcription, a diligent writing
should preserve the annotation of their names
which are placed above in the margin, just as it
is certain was practiced in the exposition of the
Gospel of the blessed Luke, which we composed
many years ago, the grace of God helping. May
celestial grace always protect your holiness pray-
ing for us. But also this before all things I entreat
in the Lord of all who shall perhaps read these
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things, that for my fragilities of both body and
mind, they would deign to exist as intercessors
before the pious Judge.

EPISTLE IX

, TO ACCA. On the Gospel of Luke.

To the most blessed and very much desired
Lord Bishop Acca, Bede, a humble priest, [sends]
eternal greeting in the Lord!

Truly wonderful it is, and wonderfully true,
the sentence of the illustrious teacher, that
"charity believes all things, hopes all things."
For having sent letters to me, you say that you
ask me to write some things for you, and while
asking, and the response of my consent not yet
having been received, you set the seal of a preface
to little works still sought as if already acquired
and perfectly finished. The foundation not yet
having been cast, the material not even brought,
you yourself, as if the building of so great a labor
were already completed, direct the keys by which
the entrance may be fortified, so that it may be a
shame not to enter quickly upon a work which a
friendly faith presumes must be quickly entered
upon, and more quickly fulfilled. Certainly noth-
ing other than the indubitable mutual confidence
of love does these things, which (as has been
said) believes from a friendly heart at least all
things which can be done, and hopes all things.
Whence also I, as soon as the little pages of your
sweetest holiness were read, submitted myself
to the labor of the enjoined work, in which (to
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pass over the innumerable restraints of monastic
servitude) I myself existed for myself at once dic-
tator, notary, and librarian. And the little works
of the Fathers having been aggregated from here
and there, as if most distinguished and most wor-
thy craftsmen of so great a gift,  was busy to look
into more diligently what the blessed Ambrose,
what Augustine, what finally the most vigilant
Gregory (according to his name), the apostle of
our nation, what Jerome, the interpreter of sacred
history, what the other Fathers felt and said in
the words of the blessed Luke; and I published
it continuously committed to schedules, as you
commanded, either in their very syllables, or cer-
tainly in my own words for the sake of brevity,
as it seemed [good]. Of whom, because it was la-
borious to intersperse their names through each
[passage], and to show by name what was said by
which author, Ijudged it convenient to print from
afar in the side the first letters of their names,
and through these to intimate to each one where
each of the Fathers begins, and where the speech
which I have translated ends, anxious through
all things, lest anyone should say that I steal the
sayings of the elders and compose these as if my
own.

And much I beseech, and through the Lord I
adjure those reading, that if any should perhaps
judge these little works of ours, such as they
are, worthy of transcription, they should remem-
ber to affix also the mentioned signs of names,
as they find in our exemplar. Also some things
which (to speak in the words of your holiness)
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the Author of light opened to me, signs of my
own sweat, [ have annexed where it seemed op-
portune. I who, although I am not sufficient to
spend watchful days and nights (as you yourself
wrote) in the meditation of the divine law, yet I
do not doubt that I have spent not a little study
in the Scriptures, and have been able to see those
things alone which the Author of light deigned
to open to me, not only in this little work, but in
every reading whatsoever, that is, to discern by
feeling rightly.

But as to what you say moves certain people,
why in the new interpretation of the Apocalypse
I assigned Matthew to the lion, [and] Mark to the
man, whoever those are whom this moves, they
ought to have considered that I said this not as
my own new thing, but as handed down from the
ancient explanation of the Fathers. For neither
did it seem so to me from myself; but I recalled
that it had been so explained by the blessed Au-
gustine, and I even added a few things whence he
might affirm this. Of whom itis not out of place if,
placing also his very words, we show what he felt
concerning the evangelists or their animal types,
by which both that work of ours may be saved
from unjust vituperation, and this [work] may be
confirmed by the prefixed authority of so great a
teacher.

When therefore he had premised many things
beautifully and excellently concerning the evan-
gelists in the first book of On the Harmony of
them, he joins among other things, saying: "And
although they each seem to have held a certain
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order of their own in narrating, yet each one
of them is not found to have willed to write
as if ignorant of the other preceding, or to have
omitted thingsignored which another is found to
have written, but just as it was inspired to each,
he added the not superfluous cooperation of his
labor. For Matthew is understood to have under-
taken the incarnation of the Lord according to
the royal lineage, and most things done and said
by Him according to the present life of men. For
Mark follows as if his attendant and abbreviator.
Since indeed with John alone he said nothing, he
himself alone [said] very few things, with Luke
alone fewer, but with Matthew very many, and
many almost with as many words as he, whether
harmonizing with him alone or with the others.

But Luke appears more occupied about the
priestly lineage and person of the Lord. For
he even ascends to David himself not having
followed the royal stem, but through those who
were not kings, he goes out to Nathan the son
of David, who himself was not king. Not as
Matthew, who descending through Solomon the
king also followed the other kings in order, pre-
serving in them (of which we speak later) a
mystic number. For the Lord Jesus Christ, the
one true king and the one true priest, declared
that these two persons commended individually
among the Fathers acted as His figure, the one for
ruling us, the other for expiating [us].

"According to the man indeed," he says,
"Christ was made both king and priest. To whom
God gave the seat of David His father so that there
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should be no end of His kingdom, and He should
be the mediator of God and men, the man Christ
Jesus." Moreover, Luke did not have an abbrevia-
tor joined as a fellow, as Mark [was to] Matthew,
and this perhaps not without some sacrament,
becauseitis of kings not to be without the service
of companions. Whence he who had undertaken
to narrate the royal person of Christ had as if a
companion joined to himself who should follow
his footsteps in a certain way.

But the priest, since he entered alone into
the Holy of Holies, therefore Luke (whose inten-
tion was about the priesthood of Christ) did
not have a following companion as it were,
who should abbreviate his narration in a certain
way. Yet these three evangelists were mostly
conversant in those things which Christ did
temporally through human flesh. Furthermore,
John intended the very divinity of the Lord by
which He is equal to the Father, and took care
to commend it especially in his Gospel as much
as he believed to suffice among men. Therefore
he is carried far higher than those three, so that
you may see those in a certain way conversing
on earth with the man Christ, but him to have
transcended the cloud by which all the earth is
covered, and to have arrived at the liquid heaven,
whence he might see with a most acute and most
firm edge of mind in the beginning the Word of
the Lord with God, through which all things were
made, and should recognize Him made flesh so
that He might dwell in us."
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Likewise after some things: "Whence to me
they seem," he says, "who interpreted those four
animals from that Apocalypse for understanding
the four evangelists, to have attended to some-
thing more probable who understood the lion in
Matthew, the man in Mark, the calf in Luke, the
eagle in John, than those who attributed the man
to Matthew, the eagle to Mark, the lion to John.
For they willed to take a certain conjecture from
the beginnings of the books, not from the whole
intention of the evangelists, which had more to
be searched. For much more congruously he who
most commended the royal person of Christis ac-
cepted as signified by the lion. Whence also in the
Apocalypse the lion was commemorated with the
royal tribe itself, where it was said: 'The lion of
the tribe of Judah has conquered.' For according
to Matthew both the magi are narrated to have
come from the East to seek and adore the king,
who appeared born to them through a star, and
King Herod himself fears the infant King Christ,
and so that he might be able to kill Him he kills so
many little ones.

That however Luke was signified by the calf
on account of the greatest victim of the priest,
neither have doubted. For there the speech of the
narrator begins from the priest Zechariah. There
the kinship of Mary and Elizabeth is commem-
orated. There the sacraments of the first priest-
hood are narrated as fulfilled in the infant Christ.
And whatever other things can be diligently ob-
served, by which it may appear that Luke had his
intention about the person of the priest.
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Mark indeed, who willed to narrate neither
the royal nor the priestly lineage or kinship or
consecration, and yet is shown conversant in
those things which the man Christ wrought,
seems to have signified only the figure of the
man in those four animals. Moreover these three
animals, whether the lion, or the man, or the calf,
walk on the earth. Whence these three evange-
lists were mostly occupied in those things which
Christ wrought in the flesh, and what precepts
for exercising mortal life He delivered to those
bearing flesh. But truly John flies like an eagle
above the clouds of human infirmity, and beholds
the light of incommutable truth with most acute
and most firm eyes of the heart."

These few testimonies of the blessed Augus-
tine, excerpted from many, I have inserted in
the letter of preface to repel the calumny of the
querulous, which may both exhibit a protection
of defense to our ancient work (as was said) and
may prefix a notignoble seal to the present [one].
May the grace of the supernal Helper deign to
preserve your holy fatherhood praying for us and
always to corroborate it for the defense of His
holy Church.

LETTER X
, TO ACCA. On the exposition of Acts.

To the most desired and truly most blessed
bishop Acca in Christ, Bede [sends] eternal salva-
tion in the Lord.
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I have received your most frequent letters,
your blessedness, in which you have deigned to
advise me not to allow the sharpness of my
mind to grow dull and fall asleep in sluggish
leisure, but to insist as one watchful and tireless
in daily meditating and searching the Scriptures,
and after the exposition of the Apocalypse of the
holy evangelist John, which at the request of our
brother Eusebius I have comprised in three books
and have soon destined to be transcribed for you,
to spend also as much sweat as I am able in
the explanation of the blessed evangelist Luke,
following the footsteps of the Fathers. Because I
have notyet been able to do this, both terrified by
the immensity of the work, and hindered by the
necessity of obstructing causes (which you know
better), yet lest the authority of your request
should be despised, I have done what I could in
the meantime. For I have sent a little work on
the Acts of the Apostles, which, published not
many days ago and corrected as quickly as time
allowed, lest your most holy will should be hin-
dered, I had committed to parchments. Wherein
I have attempted to elucidate those things which
seemed either mystically done or more obscurely
said, as I was able. In which little work, as many
other writers of the Catholic faith have helped
me, so especially has Arator, subdeacon of the
holy Roman Church, who running through the
same book in order in heroic verse, mixed in
some flowers of allegory in the same meter: pro-
viding me the occasion either of collecting other
things from these, or of explaining the same more

78



LETTERS
plainly. The Acts of the Apostles therefore (as the
blessed Jerome says) seem indeed to sound a bare
history, and to weave the infancy of the nascent
Church;butif we know that their writer was Luke
the physician, whose praise is in the Gospel, we
perceive likewise that all his words are medicine
for a languishing soul. From which we, about to
expose some things according to the measure of
our smallness, will first take care to advise that
the evangelist Luke himself, as was said, accord-
ing to the tradition of the ancient treaters of
the Church, was most skilled in the art of medi-
cine, and knew Greek letters more than Hebrew.
Whence his speech, both in the Gospel and in
the Acts of the Apostles, is more polished, and
savors of secular eloquence, and he uses Greek
testimonies more than Hebrew. From which it
happens, what I most wonder at, and struck with
most vehement stupor on account of the slow-
ness of my wit I know not how to search out, by
what reason when ten generations are found in
the Hebrew truth from the flood until Abraham,
Luke himself, who with the Holy Spirit ruling
his pen could in no way write false, preferred to
place eleven generations in the Gospel according
to the seventy Interpreters, with Cainan added.
But he says in the prooemium of the Gospel that
it seemed to him to write diligently in order,
because many have attempted this. But we ought
to accept those whose authority is great in the
Church, because they were least able to fulfill that
which they attempted. But he not only led his
narration as far as the resurrection and assump-
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tion of the Lord, so that he might have a place
worthy of hislabor among the four authors of the
evangelical Scripture, but also thereafter he so
wrote those things which were done by the apos-
tles, which he believed to suffice for building the
faith of those reading or hearing, that his book
alone was held worthy of faith in the Church as
the narrator concerning the Acts of the Apostles,
all those being reprobated who dared to write
the deeds and words of the apostles not with
that faith which was fitting. For Mark and Luke
wrote at that time when they could be approved
not only by the Church of Christ, but even by the
apostles still remaining in the flesh. For it was
governed by the nod of the Lord that not only the
apostles who had seen, but also the disciples who
had learned by hearing, should write the deeds
and words of Christ, so that equal confidence
and authority of preaching and writing might be
provided to the following teachers of the Church
for those things which they had not seen. But
he composed the Acts of the Apostles, and espe-
cially of the blessed Paul, of whom the blessed
Luke existed as an inseparable companion in
journeying, just as he himself saw. The whole
context of which, as much as we have been able
to perceive from the histories of others, contains
twenty-eight years, that is, six years of Tiberius
Caesar, four years of Gaius, fourteen years of
Claudius. Under which prince the apostle Peter
came to Rome, and in the fourth year, a famine
having occurred, in the eighth year the Jews were
expelled from Rome. Likewise four years of Nero,
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of which the two last the blessed Paul remained
at Rome in free custody. From which we under-
stand that the book was composed in the same
city. And likewise, that I may discern the same
times through the kings of the Jews also, Herod,
Philip, and Lysanias the Tetrarchs presided for six
years; King Herod who is also Agrippa who per-
ished at Caesarea, seven years; Agrippa his son,
under whom Paul was sent to Rome, fifteen years.
Of whom twelve years remain until the subver-
sion of Jerusalem. These things I have followed
out more distinctly, so that when you revolve the
history of the same little book, you may be able to
recognize evidently what was done under what
time. Moreover, I have also sent a little explana-
tion of the epistle of the most blessed evangelist
John, the greatest part of which I, a compendious
abbreviator, have excerpted from the homilies of
Saint Augustine diffused with the widest sweet-
ness. But some things I have also subjoined in the
end by my own sweat. In which both works if you
find anything of utility, ascribe it to the gifts of
God. If anything superfluous, have compassion
on my fragility. May the almighty Lord preserve
your blessedness interceding for us in safety for-
ever for the governance of the Church.

LETTER XI.

Preface concerning the Retraction of Acts.

We know that the eminent teacher and bishop
Augustine, when he was older, made books of
Retractions on certain of his little works which
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he had produced as a young man, so that those
things which he had learned better over time, fre-
quently from the use of reading and by the gift of
supernal bounty, he might commit to the monu-
ments of letters and leave to be read by posterity,
notasif confused by former unskillfulness, but as
if rejoicing more in his own progress.

It has pleased us also to imitate his industry
according to our measure, so that after the expo-
sition of the Acts of the Apostles, which we wrote
several years ago at the request of the venerable
bishop Acca with what skill we were able, we may
now produce in the same volume a short little
book of retraction, chiefly with the study either
of adding those things which were less said, or of
correcting those things which seemed said other-
wise than was pleasing.

In which we have also taken care to commem-
orate briefly certain things which we saw placed
in the Greek either otherwise, or more or less.
Whether these things were omitted or said oth-
erwise by the negligence of the interpreter, or
depraved or left by the carelessness of the librar-
ians, we have not yet been able to know. For I do
not dare to suspect that the Greek exemplar was
falsified; whence I advise the reader that wher-
ever we have done these things, he should read
them for the sake of erudition, yet not intersperse
them in hisvolume asif corrected, unless perhaps
he should find those things so interpreted from of
old in the Latin Codex of his edition.

For Jerome also teaches very many testi-
monies of the Old Instrument as the Hebrew
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truth has them; nor yet did he himself willed to
interpret these things thusin our Codices, nor did
he willed us to correct them. For example: "I shall
not behold man further, and the inhabitant, my
generation has rested"; and: "His sepulcher shall
be glorious"; and: "From the ends of the earth we
have heard praises"”; and: "Every one who shall
kill Cain shall be punished sevenfold": he says
that in the Hebrew it is had: "Seven vengeances
he shall absolve"; and: "From the wings of the
earth"; and: "His rest [shall be] glorious"; and:
"The inhabitant of rest, my generation is taken
away," which things he willed the reader to know
to be thus had among the Hebrews for the sake
of erudition only, not however for the sake of
correcting.

LETTER XII

, TO EUSEBIUS. To the most beloved brother Eusebius, Bede
[sends] salvation.

The Apocalypse of Saint John, in which God
deigned to reveal the internal wars and fires of
His Church with words and figures, seems to me
(brother Eusebius) to be divided into seven peri-
ods.

In the first of which, after a copious preface
for strengthening the faith of the fragile, and the
passions of the Lord and subsequent glories be-
ing enumerated, the Church beholds [one] simi-
lar to the Son of man clothed: who, those things
having been commemorated which are specially
done or to be done in the seven Churches of Asia,
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describes the struggles and the palms. Where in
the sixth place he promised that the Jews are to
be subjected to the Church by counsel, and that
there would be a temptation of the universal
world, and that he was quickly about to come:
but in the seventh he places tepid Laodicea: "For
the Son of man coming, do you think He will find
faith on earth?"

But in the second period, four animals and
twenty-four elders having been described in the
seat of God, he sees the Lamb, seven seals of
the signed book having been opened, reveal the
future conflicts and triumphs of the Church.
Where according to the custom of this book, he
keeps the order as far as the sixth number; and
the seventh being passed over he recapitulates,
and concludes two narrationsin the seventh, as if
having followed the order. But the recapitulation
itself is to be understood according to the places.
For sometimes he recapitulates from the origin
of the passion, sometimes from the middle time,
sometimes about to speak of that very last pres-
sure alone, or not much before. Yet he keeps this
fixed, that he recapitulates from the sixth.

But the third period, under the species of
seven angels sounding the trumpet, describes the
various events of the Church.

The fourth, under the figure of a woman bring
forth and of a dragon persecuting her, opens the
labors and victories of the same Church, and
repays worthy rewards to both armies. Where
also the sayings and deeds of seven angels are
commemorated, and themselves not equally, as
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above. For he keeps this number by mystic skill
almost everywhere, since it is also of the custom
of the same John to say nothing tepidly and
briefly in the Gospels also and Epistles.

The fifth period however poured the earth
through seven angels with the seven last plagues.

The sixth [period shows]| the damnation of the
great harlot, that is, of the impious city.

The seventh shows the adornment of the
wife of the Lamb, namely, the holy Jerusalem
descending from heaven from God.

I have also thought that the seven rules of Ty-
chonius, a man most learned among his own, by
which the studious are very much helped toward
understanding the Scriptures, are to be briefly
commemorated.

The first of these is concerning the Lord and
His body, when the transition is made from the
head to the body or from the body to the head,
and yet one and the same person is not departed
from. For one person speaks saying: "As a bride-
groom he has placed a miter on me, and as abride
he has adorned me with an ornament”; and yet
what of these fits the head, what the body, that s,
what Christ, what the Church, is certainly to be
understood.

The second is concerning the bipartite body of
the Lord, or rather concerning the true and sim-
ulated body of the Lord, as it more pleased Saint
Augustine to be called.

For the Church says: "I am black and I am
beautiful"; but she said herself to be both, on
account of the communion of the sacraments,
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and on account of the temporary commingling
of good and bad fish within one net. Indeed the
tabernacles of Kedar pertain to Ishmael, because
he shall not be heir with the son of the free
woman.

The third is concerning the promises and the
law, which in another way can be called concern-
ing the spirit and the letter, or concerning grace
and the mandate.

This seems to Saint Augustine a great question
rather than a rule which is to be applied for
solving questions. For it is this very thing which
the Pelagians, not understanding, either founded
their heresy or increased it.

The fourth is concerning species and genus.
For the species is a part; but the genus is the
whole, of which that is a part.

Just as each city is a part of the whole
province, and each province is a part of the whole
world. Whence also these words have come into
the notice of the common people, so that even
unlearned people understand what is specially,
what generally constituted in whatever imperial
precept.

This happens also concerning men, just as
those things which are said concerning Solomon
exceed his measure, and rather shine forth when
referred to Christ and the Church, of which he is
a part.

Nor is the species always exceeded. For often
such things are said which clearly fit either him
also, or perhaps him alone.
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But when the transition is made from species
to genus, as if the Scripture were still speaking
of the species, there the intention of the reader
ought to be vigilant.

Tychonius calls the sixth rule recapitulation.
For thus some things are said in the Scriptures
as if they followed in the order of time, or are
narrated in a continuation of things, when the
narration is secretly recalled to the prior things
which were passed over. Just as in Genesis what
is said: "These [are] the sons of Noah in their
tribes and tongues. From these were divided the
islands of the nations over the earth." And imme-
diately: "But all the earth was of one lip and
of the same speeches." It seems so said as if at
that time in which they were dispersed there was
one language for all, when rather he was secretly
subjoining by recapitulating: how the languages
were divided.

The seventh rule of the same is concerning
the devil and his body. For sometimes that is
said against the devil which is required to be
recognized not in himself, but in his body, just
as the Lord, exposing the frauds and strengths of
the same enemy to the blessed Job, says among
other things: "Will he multiply prayers to you, or
speak soft things to you?" For the devil himself
is nowhere read as about to do penance, but his
body, which being damned in the end is about to
say: "Lord, Lord, open to us."

These rules, therefore, not only in the Apoca-
lypse, that is, in the revelation of Saint John the
apostle, which the same Tychonius both under-
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stood vigorously and discussed truthfully and
catholically enough—except only those places in
which he, having strove to defend the schism of
his own party, that is, of the Donatists, bewails
the persecutions which they bore from the reli-
gious prince Valentinian, namely, as heretics,
their churches and peoples, houses and posses-
sions having been delivered over into the hand of
the Catholics, their priests pushed back into ex-
ile, and calling them martyrdoms, he glories that
these were predicted in the same Apocalypse; but
truly in all canonical Scripture, and especially
prophetic, whoever shall vigilantly attend will
find these same rules to flourish.

Following indeed the sense of which author in
this work, we have omitted some things which he
placed extrinsically, for the sake of abbreviating,
but more things which to him, as a man of genius
and who, as was said of him, flourished like a
rose among thorns, seemed open and not worthy
of search, as much as we have been able to attain
either by the tradition of masters, or by memory
of reading, or even by the grasp of our own sense,
we have taken care to superadd.

For we have this also in the precepts, that we
should refer the received talents with interest to
the Lord.

And since it had pleased that the mentioned
work be split into three little books for the sake
of revealing the mind, for I know not in what
way, as Saint Augustine says, the intention of the
reader is refreshed by the end of a book, just as
the labor of a traveler by an inn. Nevertheless, so
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thatan easier finding might be rendered for those
seeking, the same untainted series of chapters,
according to what I had formerly distinguished
by short [summaries| prefixed in the little book
itself, seemed to be preserved through all things.

Thinking indeed that I ought to consult the
inertia of our nation, thatis, of the English, which
not long ago, that is, in the times of the blessed
Pope Gregory, received the seed of faith, and cul-
tivated the same quite tepidly as far as reading
[is concerned], I have disposed not only to eluci-
date the senses, but also to string together the
sentences.

For also an open brevity is wont to be fixed in
the memory more than a prolix disputation.

I wish that you may fare well in Christ, most
beloved brother, and deign to be always mindful
of your Bede.

LETTER XIII.

TO ACCA.

Concerning the allegorical interpretation of
the first book of Samuel.

"For whatever things were written, were writ-
ten for our doctrine, so that through patience
and the consolation of the Scriptures we might
have hope." And elsewhere: "All things happened
to them in figure." "They were written for our
correction, upon whom the ends of the ages have
come."

But also the blessed apostle Peter, commem-
orating the times of the Lord's incarnation,
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passion and subsequent glory, says among other
things: "And all the prophets from Samuel,
and thereafter who have spoken, have also an-
nounced these days."

If indeed all things were written for our cor-
rection, doctrine or consolation, and not only Je-
remiah and Isaiah and others such, who signified
future things by words, but also Samuel, Jonah
and Ezra, and their likes, who wrote past deeds
or words, whether their own or of others, insin-
uate these days, that is, [days] radiating with the
light of new grace, we must insist most greatly,
and each according to his own measure, the grace
of Christ helping, must strive lest those things
which were written on account of us pass us by
like alien things on account of our sluggishness
or carelessness. Butin what sense we may obtain
correction in these, by what reason doctrine, by
what understanding consolation, how all things
speak and announce these days, let us attend
solicitously and vigilantly, imitating according to
the capacity of our little wit that scribe learned
in the kingdom of heaven, who brings forth from
his treasure new and old. For if we care to bring
forth only old things from the treasure of the
Scriptures, thatis, to follow only the figures of the
letter in the Jewish manner, what do we acquire,
whether reading or hearing, of correction among
daily sins, of consolation among the increasing
hardships of the age, of spiritual doctrine among
the innumerable errors of this life, while the
book being opened, for example, of the blessed
Samuel, we find that Elkanah, one man, had two
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wives; [we] especially, for whom itis proposed by
the custom of ecclesiastical life to be far from the
embrace of a wife and to remain celibate, if we do
not know how to carve out an allegorical sense
also from these and such like sayings, which
refreshes by inwardly chastising, eruditing, and
consoling?

Whence provoked by your frequent exhorta-
tion, O Acca, most beloved and most desired of
all bishops who dwell on earth, relying on your
prayers, perusing the writings of the mentioned
prophet, who then was called Seer, if I could be-
hold anything spiritual and mystic, the one who
gave him many spiritual things to see granting it,
I will take care to commit it to letters. And after
whatever exposition of the sayings of the blessed
Luke, in which he describes the evangelical acts,
whether of the Lord Himself or of His apostles, I
will strive to prove also this most holy Nazirite to
the Lord from his mother's womb as having func-
tioned no less as an evangelist than as a historian
in his writings, since he himself also designated
all the sacraments of the Mediator of God and
men, the man Jesus Christ, in the figured but
most full eloquence of a faithful history.

Finally, that I may be silent concerning other
things, if you should consider the bosom of
David, the place of birth, the office of shepherd,
the ruddiness and beauty of aspect, the mode of
unction, the mark of virtues, the weight of tribu-
lations, and the glory of the formerly promised
kingdom, if you should see how many evangeli-
cal mysteries of faith and truth are congregated
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in each of these. Truly these things [I will treat]
more plainly in their place, now I shall approach
the enjoined work in order, trusting in supernal
help alone and following the footsteps of the Fa-
thers. And if indeed my sweat shall profit for the
utility and commodity of many, as I desire, I hope
to be given with them much reward from the
Lord; but if otherwise, yet my own skill cannot
exist unfruitful for me, which does not allow me
to be idle for so great a time of this labor, or
to indulge my mind in superfluous things. There-
fore, come, let us see what beginning of his same
speech and announcement the prophet Samuel,
who spoke and announced these days, made; and
discussing in order, by the help of the blessed
Peter the prince of the apostles, who thoroughly
taught to which days all things are to be adapted,
let us seek how each thing is to be adapted to the
same days.

LETTER XIV.

Concerning the stations of the children of Israel.

To the most beloved bishop Acca in Christ and
ever to be named with all honor, Bede your faith-
tul servant.

By sending certain questions to me likewise to
be solved, most beloved of bishops, yet not of one
and the same difficulty, you compel me to deflect
for a little while from the begun exposition of the
blessed prophet Samuel to the point of searching
Moses and Isaiah.
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The first of which, which looks toward the
history of past time, will perhaps either easily
become clear, or will remain hidden with no great
danger.

But the second, as to what pertains to the faith
of future things, if it should be felt otherwise than
is fitting, care must be taken lest the pit of a most
wicked heresy be incurred.

You ask therefore [about| the stations of the
children of Israel, which are computed as forty-
two likewise in the last part of the book of Num-
bers, to which or to what years of that longest
journey, which was conducted from Egypt to the
land of promise, they are to be adapted.

For it is clear to all readers that, although
the years of the same journey are concluded in
almost the same number as the stations, never-
theless they were by no means commemorated as
single years in single camps.

Wherein, as I am accustomed in all things,
I say promptly to your blessedness what I feel,
namely, that the same camps or stations fit only
three courses of years, namely, the first, the sec-
ond, and the fortieth [year] of the egress from
Egypt.

Of which the first year contains twelve sta-
tions by a certain distinction.

That the first [was] entered on the twelfth day
of the first month; the last, the solitude of Sinai,
entered on the first day of the third month, and
through eleven continuous months, for the sake
of constructing the tabernacle and teaching the
law, was by no means left.
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Of which twelve stations, the book of Exodus
expressing only nine by name, it passed over the
other three indiscriminately under the name of
the desert of Sin, which is said to be between Elim
and Sinai.

The second year encompasses twenty-one
stations, all of which are included indiscrimi-
nately in the order of history under the name of
the desert of Paran; only the first, second, and
last, that is, the Graves of Lust, Hazeroth, and
Kadesh, are distinguished by their own name; but
in the catalogue of stations, it is diligently shown
exactly how many they were in number, and by
what name they were called.

Of these, the first station, that is, the Graves
of Lust, was entered in the second month of the
same second year, on the twenty-second day of
the month. For in the second year, as the Scrip-
ture says, in the second month, on the twentieth
day of the month, they moved their camp from
the desert of Sinai; and the cloud, it says, rested
in the wilderness of Paran, and they set out from
the mount of the Lord by a three days' journey,
until they came to the place of the station, which,
by the merit of the people desiring the Egyptian
meats, received the name of the Graves of Lust.

However, the last of these stations, that is,
Kadesh, is not stated on which day or month of
the same year it was entered; but nevertheless,
because it is situated in the wilderness of Paran
and was reached in the same year, it is not kept
silent. For it is written: And the people moved
not from that place, until, Miriam being called
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back, they set out from Hazeroth and fixed their
tents in the desert of Paran; there the Lord spoke
to Moses, saying: Send men to consider the land
of Canaan; lest this be thought to have been
commanded and done at the station immediately
after Hazeroth, but rather be understood to have
been fulfilled at the last of those which are con-
tained under the name of the wilderness of Paran,
let us see what is written below: And the explor-
ers of the land returned after forty days, having
gone around the whole region, and they came to
Moses and Aaron and to all the assembly of the
children of Israel in the desert of Paran, which is
in Kadesh.

But also in Deuteronomy Moses himself
speaks to the people: And when you had come to
Kadesh-barnea, I said to you: You have come to
the mountain of the Amorite which the Lord our
God is about to give us; see the land, which the
Lord your God gives to you, go up toit; and you all
approached me and said: Send men to consider
the land, etc.

Moreover, that they reached the same station
in the second year of the departure from Egypt,
from which, however, by the sin of murmur-
ing they deserved to turn back and to wander
through the desert for a long time and to fall
here and there, Moses testifies in what follows,
saying: You sat therefore in Kadesh-barnea for a
long time; and setting out from there we came
into the wilderness which leads to the Red Sea, as
the Lord had told me, and we went around Mount
Seir for a long time.
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And below: But the time in which we walked
from Kadesh-barnea until the crossing of the
torrent Zared, was thirty-eight years, until all the
generation of the men of war from the camp was
consumed, as the Lord had sworn.

Now Zared is not the name of a station, I speak
of those forty-two, but the name of a torrent,
to which, as is read in the volume of Numbers,
they came after crossing the thirty-eighth station
named Iye-abarim from the highlands.

Leaving which, it says, they pitched camp
against Arnon, which is in the desert and stands
out in the borders of the Amorite; which we are
aware was done in the fortieth year.

Which year, namely, the same fortieth and
last, contains ten stations of the longest journey
through the desert, of which the first was found
with great labor: the very same Kadesh of the
desert of Zin, which thirty-eight years before, as
has been said, the fault of prevarication demand-
ing it, they had left behind when they turned
back.

Concerning which it is thus written: And the
children of Israel and all the multitude came into
the desert of Zin, in the first month, and the peo-
ple remained in Kadesh, and Miriam died there
and was buried in the same place.

And when the people needed water, they
gathered against Moses and Aaron, etc., up to
that which is written: This is the water of contra-
diction, where the children of Israel quarreled
against the Lord and He was sanctified in them.
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And it should be noted that the Scripture
refers to the same Kadesh as being situated in the
desert of Paran and in the desert of Zin.

From which it is given to be conjectured that,
by the custom of places, the part of the desert of
Paran where Kadesh is, is specifically called Zin.

Now Zin itself is not that which they passed
through immediately after crossing the Red Sea
between Elim and Sinai, butentirely another, and
written with other letters among the Hebrews.

The second station indeed of the same fortieth
year is Mount Hor, in which Aaron died on the
first day of the fifth month; the last, the plains of
Moab upon the Jordan opposite Jericho, where,
meditating on Deuteronomy, they remained un-
til, after the death of Moses, under the leadership
of Joshua, on the first day of the tenth month they
crossed the dry depths of the river Jordan.

There are, therefore, all the stations: twelve
of the first year, twenty-one of the second, and
of the last, Kadesh itself and nine others, which
is the same twenty-first, that is, all forty-two
together: where it should be more diligently con-
sidered why the legislator, having written the
catalogue of three years with such skill, preferred
to passover therestin silence, so thathe connects
the places of the stations, separated by such a
space of times or rather of ages, under the context
of a continuous narrative as if succeeding one an-
other soon after: And departing from Hebronah
they pitched camp in Ezion-geber. Setting out
from there they came into the desert of Zin, this
is Kadesh. Departing from Kadesh, they pitched
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camp on Mount Hor; although the things more
carefully inquired into above teach that they
came from Ezion-geber in their second year of
setting out, and after long windings of thirty-
eight years, having finally left the same Kadesh,
they came to Mount Hor, by no means was this
done or written in vain, but for the sake of a great
mystery it ought to be understood as having been
so acted and recorded, where, saving a subtler
treatment, I think it should be felt morally.

And that the context of the same stations,
which leads those liberated from Egyptian servi-
tude to the land of promise, as the blessed Jerome
in the book dictated upon these things more
clearly explains, is a high-seeking ascension of
spiritual virtues, by which the Church of Christ,
by which every faithful soul, with the hope of lib-
erty towards the things above, strives to ascend
from this valley of tears to the place appointed for
itself, that s, to see the God of gods in Zion, until,
with the safe pace of our good work, we progress
from virtue to virtue as if through certain camps
and stations, with God as leader, most righteous
and most worthy of the sight of God through the
desert of a thirsty world.

Butas often as any creeping vices turn us aside
from the begun path of truth, we cannotimmedi-
ately ascend to the higher degrees of virtues, but
meanwhile from the lowest defects of a wretched
mind, we ought gradually to repeat the things
above by repenting, until, having performed wor-
thy fruits of repentance, we arrive back at that
state from which we fell, to the summit which
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we should for a time travel the journey of virtues,
having put off the old man with his acts and
put on the new who was created according to
God in justice and holiness: which the death and
burial of the sinning fathers in the desert and
the alacrity of the youth grown up and born in
the same place signifies, which, the river of death
being conquered, is worthy to enter the kingdom
of the heavenly promise.

For so it happens in the renewed youth of our
good conversation, as of the eagle, being able to
strengthen such and so great camps of heavenly
progresses against the malignant spirits of spiri-
tual grace and so interrupted.

These things concerning your first question,
dearest one, because they are plain to those who
see and have been transacted by a historical
course, we have busied ourselves to write back as
soon as the letters of your blessedness were read.

Concerning the testimony of the Prophet,
however, which you sent to be explained like-
wise, if we can feel anything worthy of memory,
God granting, we will take care not to hide that
itself from you as soon as possible.

May the holy and individual Trinity keep your
holy blessedness safe, praying for His Church.

EPISTLE XV.

Concerning that which Isaiah says: "And they shall be shut
up there in prison, and after many days they shall be visited."

To the most blessed lord and always to be
venerated with intimate charity, the holy bishop
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Acca, Bede, the humblest of the servants of
Christ, greeting.

Since indeed, responding quickly to your first
proposition, I thought the second, which seemed
more obscure to me, should be considered more
opportunely at leisure; now therefore I shall set
forth concerning it, according to the sense of my
small talent, what can be said and understood
as catholic and without scruple of faith. For you
ask (a thing altogether worthy of inquiry, though
I know not whether it should be asked of those
like me) how it is to be understood that Isaiah,
writing of the day of judgment, says among
other things: And it shall come to pass in that
day, that the Lord shall visit the host of heaven
(militiam coeli) on high, and the kings of the
earth who are upon the earth, and they shall
be gathered together as in the gathering of one
bundle into the pit, and they shall be shut up
there in prison, and after many days they shall
be visited; and the moon shall blush, and the
sun shall be confounded, when the Lord of hosts
shall reign in mount Zion and in Jerusalem, and
shall be glorified in the sight of his ancients.
Moreover, you assert that you were prompted to
ask this by reading our third book on Samuel,
where, interpreting the stone fixed in the head of
Goliath as the eternal and never to be fully shaken
off punishment of the devil and his angels and
companions, we made mention of this sentence,
not however explaining how it should be under-
stood, but how it should not be understood, that
is, that those to whom it is said in the final exami-
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nation: "Depart from me, ye cursed, into everlast-
ing fire," are by no means to be set free after many
days. For the same prophet cannot be contrary to
himself, who elsewhere says: And they shall see
the carcasses of the men who have transgressed
against me; their worm shall not die, and their
fire shall not be extinguished. But if it is asked
how it is to be understood, I openly profess to
your holiness, most beloved lord in Christ, that I
have by no means dared to say that I have under-
stood what the prophet Isaiah felt and wished to
be felt in this sentence. But nevertheless, I do not
refuse to disclose to you who command it what
I myself purely, as I think, and catholically feel.
First, looking more diligently at what blessed
Jerome was saying about this in that most beau-
tiful work of his on the same prophet: "What
follows (he says): And after many days they shall
be visited, seems to applaud those friends of
mine who grant repentance to the devil and the
demons, that they should be visited by the Lord
after much time; but let them consider that the
divine Scripture has not said openly, they shall be
visited by the Lord, or, they shall be visited by an-
gels, but absolutely, they shall be visited." From
which ambiguity of the word both a remedy can
be understood and a correction, in that, after the
just have received their rewards, those are visited
in perpetual punishments. And yet it must be
known that human frailty cannot know the judg-
ment of God, nor pass sentence concerning the
magnitude and measure of punishments, which
has been left to the Lord's arbitration." By which
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words indeed the most learned man both refutes
the error of those who affirm that the devil, with
the angels and reprobate men, is to be rescued
from the punishments of the last examination,
albeit after long times, and demonstrates that it
can be understood from the prophet's words that
after everlasting rewards are given to the just in
the judgment, the reprobates damned to perpet-
ual punishment are visited in an order unknown
to us; whether they are to obtain some small
remedy, yet not to be released from all torments,
or certainly to be punished with a still heavier
correction, which however, of whatever kind and
how great soever and whenever it is to come, lies
open only to the knowledge of the eternal Judge.
But truly, we who have nowhere else in the Scrip-
tures read anything of this kind of sense regard-
ing the increasing or diminishing of the torments
of the reprobate after the day of judgment. For
when some assume from the prophet Habakkuk,
as if in aid of this kind of sense: In wrath thou
shalt remember mercy, this is ambiguous; but an-
other thing is clear as daylight: namely, that God,
being angry because of transgression, expelled
men from the joys of paradise into this valley of
tears, yet he did not take away from them, as
from the angels falling from heaven, the hope of
repenting, but moreover provided a frequent au-
dience for recovering salvation. The mentioned
spirit going and not returning, because to each of
us who sin, he who in himself is always tranquil
seems to be angry while he punishes, yet he soon
remembers to have mercy on those who worthily
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repent; which indeed the prophet said in a prayer
for thoseignorant, thatbeing angry for amoment
with the ignorant sinner, he immediately had
mercy on the one who prayed, to which that
saying of the Psalmist is similar: Will God forget
to show mercy, or will he in his anger shut up
his mercies? For it is certain that this and all such
sayings, like that: I'will visit their iniquities with a
rod, and I will add sevenfold to your plagues, and
other such things, agree with the state of this age
(saeculum), in which the saints sing of mercy and
judgment to the Lord. But it is uncertain if it also
applies to the future [age], in which that which is
said to God in another psalm happens: For thou
shalt render to every man according to his works;
because, I say, the Scripture does not manifestly
say anything of such a future change after the
universal judgment, there are those who think
that that verse of the prophet, in which he says
that the kings of the earth shut up in the prison of
the pit are to be visited after many days, is to be
fulfilled not after a long time from the consum-
mated last examination, but in the examination
itself. Because, namely, men guilty of greater
crimes, gathered into the pit of misery for many
days before the judgment, are at the very time of
the judgment to be called forth from the pit for a
little while through resurrection, and soon after
the judgment is finished, they are to be shut up
again in the same pit with the body they have re-
ceived. The following verses also will be fulfilled
at the time of this visitation to come after many
days, that is, of the resurrection and the coming
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judgment; in which itis said: And the moon shall
blush and the sun shall be confounded when the
Lord of hosts shall reign in mount Zion, etc. For
these things are to be in the day of judgment,
when Christ is to show both the glory of his
kingdom to all and the blessedness of his vision
to the saints. Both prophecy often speaks and
the evangelical Scripture more openly, the Lord
saying: But in those days, after that tribulation,
the sun shall be darkened and the moon shall not
give her light, and the stars of heaven shall be
falling, and the powers that are in heaven shall
be moved; and then they shall see the Son of
man coming in the clouds with great power and
glory. Nor should anyone think this which is said:
And it shall be in that day, the Lord shall visit,
as contrary to this assertion, as if it could not
be said that what is known to be fulfilled many
days before the judgment will happen in that
day. For the Scripture, when speaking of the day
of judgment, is accustomed to signify the times
immediately preceding the judgment by naming
not only that day, but also that hour. Finally,
even the apostle John, writing so long a time
before the day of judgment, says: Little children,
itis the last hour; and as you have heard that An-
tichrist comes, even now there are become many
Antichrists, whereby we know that it is the last
hour. And the Lord himself in the Gospel, when
he said: But on the day that Lot went out from
Sodom, it rained fire and brimstone from heaven
and destroyed them all, according to these things
it shall be on the day when the Son of man shall
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be revealed, immediately added and said: In that
hour, he who shall be on the housetop and his
vessels in the house, let him not go down to
take them, and he who is in the field likewise let
him not return back. For it seemed that, the day
of revelation being premised, he should immedi-
ately subjoin that hour, and no other hour ought
to have been understood than that in which the
revelation itself occurred. Yet, having named the
hour, the Lord signified not those things which
were to be in the day of the revealed judgment,
but those which were to be done before the day
of therevealed judgment. For neither was anyone
in Sodom to have time to return for the things
committed to repentance when the Lord rained
fire and brimstone from heaven, just as neither
to have space of time for the augmentation of the
same, nor will anyone be able to have the power
or the will when the Son of manisrevealed, either
to seek again the desires which he had left when
ascending higher with the world, or to leave the
fruits of spiritual virtues in whose exercise he had
until then served. For this is to take the vessels
left in the house by descending and to go back
preposterously from working in the field when
the unexpected arrival of the judge, preoccupying
all, shall compel them only to fear and to think
about the retribution of their works. Thus there-
fore the Apostle, in the very beginnings of the
New Testament, testifies that the last hour has
already come. And if the Lord, making a discourse
about the day of judgment and the revelation
of his coming, suddenly brought in what was to
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be avoided in that hour, what was to be done
by the faithful, which nevertheless is proved by
manifest reason to those admonished not to per-
tain to the very moment of the coming judgment,
but rather to the times near the imminent judg-
ment, of which it had been promised: The days
will come when you shall desire to see one day of
the Son of man and you shall not see it, and they
shall say to you: Behold here, and a little after:
And as it was done in the days of Noah, so it shall
be also in the day of the Son of man; they ate
and drank, they married wives and were given in
marriage; behold how much more the prophet,
who, preceding the times of the New Testament
by the volumes of so many ages, extended the
eye of prophecy far to speculate upon the events
of the end time, could, when speaking of the
consummation of the age, likewise intersperse
those things which he saw to be future not yet
when it was present, but when the consumma-
tion itself was imminent. Whence it is pleasing
to look more diligently into the earlier parts
of this prophetic passage, about which there is
a question, and to explain how they pertained
partly to the day of judgment, partly to the times
near the judgment. Prevaricating, he says, they
have prevaricated, and by the prevarication of
transgressors they have prevaricated. Who does
not see these things being done before the day of
judgment, when, as the Lord foretold, many shall
be scandalized and shall betray one another and
shall hate one another; and many false prophets
shall rise and shall seduce many, and since iniq-
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uity shall abound the charity of many shall grow
cold? Then he subjoins: Dread and the pit and
the snare are upon thee who art an inhabitant of
the earth; and it shall be, that he who shall flee
from the voice of dread shall fall into the pit, and
he who shall explain himself from the pit shall
be held by the snare; and it is clear that these
things are to come in the times, namely, of the
Antichrist, as the judgment approaches, but not
yet appearing. For who, when the Lord comes
from heaven and all are raised in the twinkling
of an eye, would flee from place to place in a
vacuum, or turn his mind through various plans
of escaping, which agrees only with the state
of this life? Therefore, to the times of the last
persecution these words more aptly agree: dread,
etc., for, because he says the inhabitant of the
earth is to be preoccupied, that very thing is the
whirlwind of the aforesaid persecution, of which
the Lord to blessed Job, explaining the deeds of
the Antichrist, says: Around the circle of his teeth
is dread; and to the disciples in the Gospel: For
there shall be then great tribulation, such as has
not been from the beginning of the world until
now, nor shall be, from which dread the prophet
desired to be liberated, who says: Deliver my
soul from the fear of the enemy. For it should
be noted that he does not say from the sword
of the enemy, but from the fear, he says, of the
enemy deliver my soul, because the brave martyr
does not pray for this, that the enemy may not
kill him corporally; but this surely, that he may
not fear him who kills the body, but cannot kill
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the soul, lest perhaps by fearing him he offend
him who can destroy both soul and body in hell,
which is known to have happened to those placed
in the midst of the contest, who, not bearing
the adversity of punishments, denied eternal life.
Concerning such as these it is said here: And it
shall be, that he who shall flee from the voice of
dread shall fall into the pit. Indeed fleeing from
the voice of dread, he falls into the pit, who, be-
cause of the threats or torments of the persecutor,
deserting the constancy of faith, fears not to lose
Christ. Now there were some who, compelled by
the violence of torments, denied Christ more by
voice than by mind, and therefore having escaped
the hands of the torturers, again, with the help
of fraternal compassion, returned to Christ, and
him whom they had before timidly denied, they
thereafter firmly persisted in the confession of
him, and most perfectly deleted the fault of apos-
tasy, either by thelong medicine of repentance, or
even by a restored contest of martyrs. But indeed
those who fell in martyrdom, lest by repenting
they should have time for the repentance they
proposed and the grace of returning, were imme-
diately killed, the adversary burning to slaughter
souls, not bodies, to whom that which the
prophet consequentlyjoins fits aptly: And he who
shall explain himself from the pit shall be held by
the snare. For since we have known such destruc-
tion of souls to have been inflicted upon Chris-
tians by the ancient persecutors of the Church,
namely the members of the devil, who would
doubt that the same is to be much more inflicted
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when the leader and origin of all evils himself,
Satan, shall have raised his head from the abyss
to persecute the Church? Now the prophet, hav-
ing predicted these things concerning the time
next before the day of judgment, consequently
adds those things which can be most rightly un-
derstood in two ways, that the floodgates from
on high are opened, and the foundations of the
earth shall be shaken, the earth shall be broken
with breaking, the earth shall be bruised with
bruising, the earth shall be moved with moving,
the earth shall be shaken with agitation like a
drunken man. For it can be taken as said of the
element of the earth itself, that in the last time it
is to be thoroughly moved from its original state.
There can also be designated by the name of the
earth the men who inhabit the earth, and the
shaking, breaking, bruising, moving, agitation
like a drunken man of the same rational earth
can be understood as that of which the Lord says
in the Gospel, when he had said: There shall be
signsin the sun and moon and stars, he subjoined
saying: And upon the earth distress of nations;
or certainly that about which he soon added, by
reason of confusion, saying, of the roaring of the
sea and the waves, men withering for fear and
expectation of the things which come upon the
whole world. Moreover, that which the prophet
adds: And it shall be taken away like a tabernacle
of one night and its iniquity shall weigh it down
and it shall fall and shall not add to rise again,
specially respects the day of judgment, when
the figure of this world passes away and that
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conversation of men which is now in it passes.
By which sentence interspersed concerning the
last day, again he turns his discourse to those
terrible things which precede the last day, that
is, to predicting the destruction of the Antichrist,
saying: And it shall be in that day the Lord
shall visit upon the host of heaven on high and
upon the kings of the earth who are upon the
earth, and they shall be gathered together of one
bundle into the pit and they shall be shut up
there in prison. For God shall visit upon the host
of heaven on high when, the Antichrist being
killed, he shall have crushed for the most part
the power of the unclean spirits, which is rightly
called the host of heaven, either because from
the beginning falling from the heavenly places to
the depths, or because staying in the air, which
is often called heaven in the Scriptures, it carries
on a persistent study of warring with the human
race. Whence the Apostle says that we have
not a wrestling against flesh, but against princi-
palities and powers, against the world-rulers of
these darknesses, against the spiritual things of
wickedness in the high places. And through the
prophet the Lord, describing their future perdi-
tion: My sword, he says, is inebriated in heaven.
In that day therefore, thatis, in the time in which
dread and the pit and the snare are especially
to capture the inhabitant of the earth in that
last tribulation, when nation rises against nation
and kingdom against kingdom, the foundations
of the earth shall be shaken, and she shall be bro-
ken, bruised, moved, agitated like a drunken man
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by her own inhabitants attacking one another,
with the taking away and ruin of her approaching
and now imminent, the Lord visited upon the
host of heaven on high by sending an angel from
heaven, so that that man of sin, the son of perdi-
tion, who is elevated and extolled above all that
is called God or thatis worshipped, so that he sits
in the temple of God, may be destroyed by divine
power: which the blessed Pope Gregory under-
stands from the Apocalypse of Saint John to be
performed through Michael the archangel, where
it is written: And there was a battle in heaven,
Michael and his angels fought with the dragon,
and the dragon fought and his angels, and they
prevailed not, neither was their place found any
more in heaven. which the blessed Pope Gregory
understands from the Apocalypse of Saint John
to be performed through Michael the archangel,
where it is written: And there was a battle in
heaven, Michael and his angels fought with the
dragon, and the dragon fought and his angels,
and they prevailed not, neither was their place
found any more in heaven. He shall be visited
therefore upon the host of heaven when the An-
tichrist shall be slain, because he being killed, the
power of the malignant spirits, who had aided
him in showinglying signs, being weakened shall
be brought to naught, and he himself not without
reason can be deputed among the host of heaven
for this, because he presumes to exalt himself not
only above all angels, but also above all the height
of divine majesty. He shall be visited also upon
the kings of the earth, who are, namely, the min-
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isters of the Antichrist and the favorers and coop-
erators of his deeds and frauds, who dominate
with an impious empire with low and earthly
minds, whom there is no doubt are to perish by
the finishing of the same fury of their tribulation.
According to which the histories hand down that
it was done in all who burned against the Church,
the authors of wars. For it should be noted that
he does not say openly Upon all kings of the
earth, just as not Upon all the host of heaven; but
absolutely, God visited, he says, upon the host of
heaven on high, and upon the kings of the earth,
who are upon the earth; whence it is permitted to
understand these things as said not of the general
dejection of all, but of the special dejection of
certain men and evil angels; and they shall be
gathered in the gathering of one bundle into the
pit, and they shall be shut up there in prison, it
is said of the souls of those whose bodies, the
Lord visiting, shall be given into death, which
even if they did not go out of the body at the
same time, all however each in its order shall be
gathered into the same bundle, and shall be shut
up in the prison of the same perennial punish-
ments. According to the disposition of the strict
judge, so that they who with like mind attacked
the Church, likewise may suffer the punishment
of their theomachy. Which the doctors of the
Church hand down happens also concerning the
rest of the reprobates, being equal, namely, in
faults, likewise to be damned in punishments,
and this to be what the Lord says of the tares:
Bind them in bundles to burn, the avaricious
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with the avaricious, the luxurious with the luxu-
rious, the perjurers with the perjurers, and all
other sinners likewise with the accomplices of
like fault, are together to be merged in eternal
fires. The ministers of his deceptions, therefore,
shall be gathered together in the prison of hellish
punishments when the Antichrist perishes, and
after many days they shall be visited: in the time,
namely, of the resurrection of all, when for this
time their souls shall be called forth for a little
while from the lower regions so that, the body
being received, immediately the judgment being
completed, they may fall back into the same
punishments with the rest of the sinners. Nor
should anyone think that anything resists this
our assertion, by which we say the Antichrist is
to be killed many days before the coming univer-
sal judgment, what the Apostle says speaking of
him: Whom the Lord Jesus shall kill with the
spirit of his mouth, and shall destroy with the
brightness of his coming; for the Apostle by say-
ing this signifies that by so great and so terrible
a plague the power of that devil is to be crushed
and finished, that to none it may be doubtful but
that the presence of the lord's coming was there
to destroy pride, according to what the Scripture
commemorates was done in Herod, who killed
James and sent Peter into prison; and in the rest
of the persecutors of Christians the ecclesiastical
histories likewise produce, or certainly he says he
will kill him with the spirit of the Lord's mouth
and destroy him with the brightness of his com-
ing, because namely when he comes to judgment
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the last enemy death shall be destroyed, and all
together with him who has the power of death,
that is, the power of the devil's satellites, shall
perish to the full. For that universal judgment is
not to come immediately upon the extinction of
that man of sin the son of perdition, the Prophet
Daniel testifies, who describing the deeds of that
kingdom in the last vision of his prophecy, when
he has encompassed the times of the same king-
dom with one thousand two hundred and ninety
days, that is, three and a half years, suddenly
brought in: Blessed is he who waits and reaches
to one thousand three hundred and thirty-five
days. Which verse the blessed priest Jerome ex-
plains in these words: "Blessed," he says, "is he
who, the Antichrist being killed, waits forty and
five days above the defined number, in which
the Lord and Savior is to come in his majesty."
Now why after the killing of the Antichrist there
should be a silence of forty-five days, belongs to
divine knowledge, unless perhaps we should say
the delay of the kingdom of the saints is a proof
of patience; but this also should be noted in that
which is written, And after many days they shall
be visited, because the very naming of many
days is more congruously assigned to the times
of this age, which are multiplied by the alternate
vicissitude of days and nights, than of the future,
where with the cessation of the courses of hours,
the Lord shall be to the saints an everlasting light,
and the impious, with hands and feet bound,
shall be cast into outer darkness. Therefore it is
rightly to be felt that those who are now held in
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the prison of infernal darkness shall be visited
after many days of this passing age, in that hour
indeed in which all who are in the monuments
shall hear the voice of the Lord and shall come
forth, they who have done good things, into the
resurrection of life, but they who have done evil
things into the resurrection of judgment, at the
time of which visitation this also which follows
shall happen: And the moon shall blush and the
sun shall be confounded, the Lord himself in the
Gospel attesting to this, who says: But immedi-
ately after the tribulation of those days, the sun
shall be darkened and the moon shall not give her
light; and a little after: And then all the tribes of
the earth shall mourn and they shall see the Son
of man coming in the clouds of heaven with great
power and majesty, and he shall send his angels
with a trumpet and a great voice and they shall
gather together his elect from the four winds.
But that which the prophet subjoins as if under
the same text in the conclusion saying: When
the Lord of hosts shall reign in mount Zion and
in Jerusalem and shall be glorified in the sight of
his elders, shall rather be fulfilled when the judg-
ment is finished, when the impious being taken
away, lest they see the glory of God, all the saints
shall enter into the mansion of the heavenly city
to contemplate perpetually the face of their Cre-
ator. Where it should be noted that, just as in this
place things to come are said as if equally which
manifest reason declares are to be discretely fu-
ture, so they are contexted above equally and as
if under the moment of one day of judgment,
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which it is certain are to be fulfilled partly when
the day of judgment itself is imminent, partly
when it is already appearing. For what reader
does not know that the blushing of the moon and
the confusion of the sun is to be either before the
day or in the day of judgment, but the glorifica-
tion of the Lord not that in which he will appear
to all both just and unjust in the judgment, but
that in which he will be revealed in the sight of
his elders only, that is, of the elect, is then rather
to be shown to them, when the impious shall
go into eternal punishment, but they themselves
into eternal life, at which time, if however it is
pleasing to speak of time which is eternal, not the
blushing of the moon, not the confusion of the
sun obscures the beam, but, as the same prophet
says elsewhere: The light shall be as the light of
the sun, and the light of the sun shall be sevenfold
as the light of seven days, in the day in which the
Lord shall bind up the wound of his people and
shall heal the stroke of its plague. These things
concerning the most perilous question, holy
bishop, being set forth according to our measure,
I repeat in the end what I said in the beginnings,
that I have not at all dared to say I understood
what the prophet wished to feel in it. But I hope,
by the gift of heavenly grace, that those things
which I have written disputing about it are not
inconvenient either to the text of the prophetic
reading or to the reason of the catholic faith. But
neither do I believe that I will be unfruitful to
my reader in those things which I have written,
whom although I have not known how to intro-
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duce into the sanctuary of the prophetic sense, I
have neverthelessled away further from the plow
of heretical deception, by forewarning, namely,
lest interpreting the words of the prophet badly,
he believe that any sinners once damned to the
prison of hell for their crimes are at some time
by divine visitation to be recalled to pardon, but
rather let him diligently take care for himself and
his own, so thatbeing purged from vices, adorned
with good works, they may expect the last day,
which it is no doubt that both the prophet now
and all the masters of the Church have taught.
May heavenly grace always deign to help your
blessedness interceding for us!

EPISTLE XVI.

Concerning the seven canonical Epistles.

James, Peter, John, and Jude published
seven Epistles, which ecclesiastical custom calls
catholic, that s, universal. In which the first Epis-
tle is placed under the name of James because he
took upon himself the governing of the Church
of Jerusalem. For in the catalogue of the apostles
Peter and John are accustomed to be named
first. But the source and origin of the evangel-
ical preaching, beginning from Jerusalem, was
diffused through the world and the universe.
Venerating the dignity of whose chair even the
apostle Paul, in naming him, says: James, Cephas,
and John, who seemed to be columns of the
Church; or certainly because he sent his Epistle
to the twelve tribes of Israel, which first believed,
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it rightly ought to have been placed first; rightly
that of Peter second, because he wrote to the cho-
sen strangers, who in Greek are called proselytes,
that is, to those who were converted from gentil-
ity to Judaism, and from Judaism to the grace of
evangelical election. Rightly the Epistles of John
were placed in the third place, because he himself
wrote to those who believed from the Gentiles,
when they had existed neither by nature nor
by profession. Finally, many of the ecclesiastical
writers, among whom is Saint Athanasius, the
prelate of the Alexandrian Church, testify that
his first Epistle was written to the Parthians.
Rightly that of Jude was placed last, because
although he himself is also great, he is neverthe-
less lesser than the three preceding apostles; or
because the Epistle of James was written first,
then that of Peter, and after them those of John,
therefore even until now they retain the order in
which they were written. For it is certain that
the blessed James consummated his martyrdom
in the thirtieth year after the passion of the Lord;
Peter suffered in the thirty-eighth, that is, the
last year of Nero, and he himself wrote in his
second Epistle: I am certain that the laying away
of my tabernacle is swift, according to what also
our Lord Jesus Christ has signified to me through
revelation. Whence it is clear that he wrote this
Epistle when his passion was imminent, since
long before James had migrated to Christ. Nor
indeed wasitfitting thathis Epistles be separated
from one another, which he wrote to the same
Churches. Furthermore, John much later in time
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wrote his Epistles and his Gospel together, who
having returned from exile after the Lord's slay-
ing found the Church disturbed in his absence by
heretics, whom striking in his Epistles he often
names Antichrists.
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